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1. Introduction 

 
Sewer & Water Contract No. 130-9217 

Dan Fencott, Manager G. D. Jewell Engineering Inc. requested an inspection of two trees along 

Victoria Avenue that were suspected of being butternut, a protected species under the federal 

Species at Risk Act and the provincial Endangered Species Act. Kyle Labbett, Jewell 

Engineering Inc., identified the two trees for me on July 21. They were situated on private 

property and adjacent to the sewer/water connectors between residences at 20 and 250 Victoria 

Avenue and the main sewer line in the roadway. 

 

Reconstruction of Bay Road (RfP # RDS-2016-01) 

Dan Fencott, Manager G. D. Jewell Engineering Inc., arranged a site meeting on July 21 with 

representatives of the Town of Gananoque, Cataraqui Conservation and three specialty 

consultants to discuss acceptable alternatives for the reconstruction of Bay Road. Nathan 

Klemencic, Jewell engineering Inc., attended along with myself as the Terrestrial Specialist. We 

toured the roadway alignment from the town marina up to about the mid-way point of the 

roadway and at several sites discussed what the Town wanted to achieve, the potential 

environmental implications of that and how any possible negative effects might be ameliorated.  

 

Among the considerations that were discussed was the possible presence of butternut along the 

roadway. As a certified Butternut Health Assessor (#332), I was requested to undertake an 

inspection and to evaluation any butternut trees that might be present within the roadway.  

 

2. The Inspections 

 
The evaluation of butternut trees has been assigned specific protocols designed to identify 

specimens that should be protected and which might be used in recovery plans for the species. 

Assessments must be completed during the leaf-on season of late May to the end of August. The 

tree must be numbered and marked. Two prepared forms that document the tree location and its 

status must be completed and forwarded to the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry 

(MNRF). During a 30-day period after evaluation, the tree must be protected from any activity 

that might affect it. The evaluation may also be audited for compliance to standards and 

protection during this hiatus period by MNRF. 

 

The identification of butternut trees can be difficult if undertaken outside of the accepted protocol 

window because of its similarity to Black Walnut. Such features as twigs, buds, leaves, bark and 

fruit must all be investigated to confirm identification. For many observers it can be difficult to 

distinguish butternut from black walnut and the request by Jewell Engineering Inc. for an 

evaluation demonstrates their commitment to ‘due diligence’ in the completion of their projects. 

 

The site inspections of both locations was undertaken on July 21 and 28. 

 

3. Conclusions & Recommendations 

 

3.1 Victoria Avenue Specimens 
The specimen at 20 Victoria Avenue was identified as a Black Locust. Both trees have compound 

leaves and can be easily confused at first glance. The tree had the two spurs at the base of each 

leaf and several ‘pea-like’ seed pods. 
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The specimen at 250 Victoria Avenue was identified as a Black Walnut. Both trees have very 

similar compound leaves and without counting the leaflets on a sample of leaves can be 

confused. Often additional identifying characteristics must be examined before an identification 

can be conclusive. In the case of this tree there were several old round seed husks around the base 

of the tree and a pair of current season fruit observed in the upper branches. Butternut husks are 

elongated. 

 

 Recommendation: 

No further action is required and the installation of services can proceed without the 

30-day hiatus period required under the Endangered Species Act. 

 

 

3.2 Bay Road Specimens (RfP # RDS-2016-01) 
There are many specimens of trees with compound leaves along the Bay Road from the terminus 

of the municipal marina almost to its intersection with King Street. Most are located on the west 

side of the road.  

 

Intensive identification of specimens started at the south end of the roadway until it became 

evident that all were Black Walnut. It is possible but not confirmed that they were originally from 

plantings but the Town has extensive locations where Black Walnut are present and may have 

been seed sources. In all 10 trees were examined and all were determined to be Black Walnut. By 

extrapolation, it is suggested that the young specimens observed along the northwest portion of 

the roadway are all Black Walnut, as is one larger stem at the base of the stone wall along the 

northeast side of the roadway. 

 

Two additional stems at either side of the south end of the roadway may be butternut but both are 

on private lands adjacent to the project area. No detailed examination of these stems was 

warranted or possible. 

 

 Recommendation: 

No further action is required and the development of reconstruction plans can proceed 

as discussed at the site meeting. If, however, alteration at the south end of the roadway 

expands onto private lands along each side, an assessment of the two trees must be 

undertaken and a 30-day hiatus period be observed until the status of the stems can be 

confirmed with the MNRF and acceptable alterations can be authorized under the 

Endangered Species Act. 

 
 Recommendation: 

No Butternut Health Assessor’s Report swill not be prepared. 
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5. Appendix 

 
Photographs of Black Walnut Trees along Victoria Avenue and Bay Road, Gananoque, 

Taken by the Author on July 21, 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*  *  * 

 
 

Walnut husks on the tree at 250 Victoria 

Avenue. 

 

 

 

 
 

Young Black Walnut tree in the Bay 

Road parkette that may have been 

planted. 

Mature Black Walnut tree on the 

west side of Bay Road.  


