
 

10 KING STREET EAST, GANANOQUE, ONTARIO 

 
Building/Property Name: Visitor Centre/Gananoque Library 
Address:   10 King St East 
Legal Description:  Lot A, Plan 86, East of the Gananoque River 
Original Use:   Commercial 
Present Use:    Public Building 
Designation Bylaw:    
Registration:    
 
Description of the Property: 
 
The former Victoria Hotel, currently used as a public library, stands on the north bank of the 

Gananoque River adjacent to Confederation Park and near the Town centre. It is composed of a 

two-storey main block facing King Street East, and a single-storey rear wing that runs along the 

south side of Park Street.  

 
Statement of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest: 
 

Constructed in the 1840s, the two-storey brick main block has design or physical value as a 

relatively rare and representative example of a Classical Revival style hotel. Its balanced, 

‘temple’ front features a central entrance flanked by large shopfront windows, symmetrical 

fenestration at the second level and gable, and low front gable roof with returned eaves. The 

design or physical value extends to the rear wing, which includes a cupola with bell cast roof.  

The property has historical value and associative value not only as an early hotel in the 

community (originally the Albion Hotel, then Victoria Hotel) but also for its direct association 

with the Jones Shovel Company, a successful local company that operated in the building 

between 1906 and 1963. Combined, the architecture of the main block and wing defines and 

supports the historic commercial character of King Street East in downtown Gananoque, and 

serves the community as a public library.  

 
Description of Heritage Attributes 
 
Key attributes that express the design or physical value of 10 King Street East include its: 

 Combined two-storey main block and storey-and-a-half rear wing; 

 Low front gable roof on the main block with returned eaves; 

 Second level balcony on the King Street East frontage of the main block that is 
supported by decorated metal pillars; 

 Symmetrical fenestration and door openings on the King Street East front (east) of the 
main block; 

 Symmetrical fenestration and central door on the north façade of the rear wing; and,   

 Cupola with a bell cast roof on the rear wing roof. 



 

 
Key attributes that express the property’s contextual value include its: 

 Location in the centre of the Town and siting with minimal setback on a main 
thoroughfare; and,  

 Visual relationships with other 19th century historic properties including the Old 
Foundry (9-15 King Street East) and Town Hall (30 King Street East).  
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