The Corporation of the Town of

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA
Held on June 4, 2019 at 5:00 PM
At Town Hall – Council Chambers – 2nd Floor – 30 King Street East
1

Call Meeting to Order

2

Disclosure of Pecuniary Interest & General Nature Thereof

3

Closed Meeting of Council
☒ A Position, Plan, Procedure, Criteria or Instruction to be Applied to any
Negotiations Carried On or to be Carried on by or on Behalf of the Municipality or
Local Board
 One (1) Item
X Personal Matters Concerning an Identifiable Individual, Including Municipal or
☐
Board Employees
• Two (2) Items

4

Adoption of Closed Minutes – Tuesday, May 21, 2019

5

Move Out of Closed Session

6

Matters Arising from Closed Session

7

Disclosure of Additional Items

8

Public Meetings
1. Proposed Class III Development Permit – File No. DP2019-02 – Subhendu Mukherjee
& Subha Mukherjee C/O 1000 Curry Inc.

9

Unfinished / New Business
Council – RECM-2019-05 – Gord Brown Memorial (GBM) Canada 150 Rink – Award of
Tender (Report Published-June 4, 2019)

10 Consent Agenda
10a

Minutes of Council – Approval of Council Minutes – Tuesday, May 21, 2019

11

Motions (Council Direction to Staff)

12

Notice Required Under the Notice By-law – None

13

Committee Updates (Council Reps)

14

Discussion of Additional Items

15

Miscellaneous
Cyril Cooper, Manager of Economic Development

Council-ED-2019-01 – Proposed Heritage Designation – 389 King Street East – Alma
Village Building
16

Confirmation By-law
By-law No. 2019-056 – Confirm the proceedings of Council for the meeting held on
Tuesday, June 4, 2019 (3 Readings)

17

Next Meeting – Tuesday, June 18, 2019

18

Adjournment

Council Report – CD-2019-04
☐ IN CAMERA

Council Date: June 4, 2019
Subject:

DP2019-02 – Subhendu Mukherjee & Subha Mukherjee C/O 1000 Curry Inc.

Author:

Brenda Guy, Manager of Community Development

☒ OPEN COUNCIL

RECOMMENDATION:
AS RECOMMENDED BY THE PLANNING ADVISORY COMMITTEE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE COUNCIL
OF THE TOWN OF GANANOQUE APPROVES DP2019-02 MUKHERJEE C/O 1000 CURRY INC. AT 185
KING STREET EAST FOR AN OUTDOOR PATIO PROVIDED THE CONDITIONS AS OUTLINED IN COUNCIL
REPORT CD-2019-04 ARE MET.
STRATEGIC PLAN COMMENTS:
Sector #6: Governance – Strategic Initiative #4 - Town Council will ensure openness and
transparency in its operations.
BACKGROUND:
The Town is in receipt of an application to incorporate an outdoor patio to the existing building at 185
King Street East by Subhendu Mukherjee & Subha Mukherjee c/o 1000 Curry Inc. The applicants are
currently renovating a former retail store to a restaurant.
Please see the attached report by the Community Planning Department dated May 23, 2019.
INFORMATION/DISCUSSION:
The property of 185 King Street East is within the Commercial Traditional designation, which permits
a variety of uses. An outdoor patio is identified as a discretionary use and is therefore subject to a
Class III permit.
At the Planning Advisory Committee meeting of May 28, 2019, the Committee considered the
Community Planning Permit.
The following motion was considered and passed:
MOTION NO.
2019-16
Moved by:
Dave Anderson
Seconded by:
Jana Miller
BE IT RESOLVED THAT PLANNING ADVISORY COMMITTEE recommends to Council approval of
Development Permit DP2019-02 (applicant 1000 Curry Inc.) at 185 King Street East provided the
following conditions are met:
 The Owner enter into an agreement with the Town for the layout as approved by the
property owner within one year of approval.
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Report to Council
CD-2019-04

June 4, 2019

APPLICABLE POLICY/LEGISLATION:
Planning Act
Provincial Policy Statement
Official Plan
Development Permit
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:
n/a
CONSULTATIONS:
Property Owners within 120m of property
Public Agencies
Planning Advisory Committee
ATTACHMENTS:
Notice of Public Meeting
Background Report
Application

APPROVAL

____________________________________________________________________
Brenda Guy, Manager of Community Development
____________________________________________________________________
Melanie Kirkby, Treasurer
Certifies that unless otherwise provided for in this report the funds are contained within the approved Budgets
and that the financial transactions are in compliance with Council’s own policies and guidelines and the Municipal
Act and regulations.

____________________________________________________________________
Shellee Fournier, CAO
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Council Report – RECM-2019-05
☐

Date:

June 4, 2019

Subject:

Gord Brown Memorial (GBM) Canada 150 Rink – Award of Tender
– Supply and Installation of Glycol Refrigeration Equipment

Author:

Adam McCluskey, Project Manager

☒

IN CAMERA

OPEN SESSION

RECOMMENDATION:
BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF GANANOQUE PASS BY-LAW NO. 2019-057,
BEING A BY-LAW TO AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR AND CLERK TO SIGN AN AGREEMENT WITH CIMCO
REFRIGERATION FOR THE SUPPLY AND INSTALLATION OF GLYCOL REFRIGERATION EQUIPMENT AT
A COST OF $155,000.00 PLUS THE TOWN’S PORTION OF THE HST, FOR THE GORD BROWN
MEMORIAL (GBM)CANADA 150 OUTDOOR RINK, AS PRESENTED IN REPORT COUNCIL-RECM-201905.
STRATEGIC PLAN COMMENTS:
Sector #4 – Quality of Life – Strategic Initiative #1 – To ensure the recreation needs of our community are
being met in fiscally responsible manner.
BACKGROUND:
The Town of Gananoque received the award of the Canada 150 Rink in September of 2018. Thanks to
the efforts of staff and volunteers on the fundraising committee, several grants were secured to help
cover costs for the construction of the NHL sized rink at the Lou Jeffries Arena site. Eastern Engineering
was awarded the contract as lead consultant for the design and construction of the GBM 150 outdoor
rink. To maximize scheduling opportunities for this construction project, the entire scope of work has
been broken down into individual work packages. This allows for greater flexibility in assigning sub
contractors, competitive pricing and the ability to accept in kind contributions towards this project.
While phase 1 of this project is for the construction of the rink without a refrigeration plant, given that
the refrigeration piping and header systems are designed to be housed within the pad, it is necessary to
design and install the refrigeration infrastructure during phase 1 in preparation for a future refrigeration
plant.
INFORMATION/DISCUSSION
The Town advertised a Request for Quotation (RFQ) RECM-2019-0X to biddingo.com and the Town’s
website on May 27, 2019, Supply and Installation of Glycol Refrigeration Equipment for the Gord Brown
Memorial Canada 150 Rink, with a closing date and time of June 3rd, 2019 at 1:00 pm. The Town
received one (1) quotation for this RFQ. The quote was opened at Town Hall on June 3rd, 2019 with
Treasurer, Melanie Kirkby in attendance. One bidder attended.

The submission is as follows:
Bidder
CIMCO Refrigeration

Amount
$155,000.00

Despite only receiving one bid, staff reviewed the submission thoroughly ensuring that the proposal met
the spirit and specifications required in the RFQ. CIMCO refrigeration, a Canadian company, has been the
preferred refrigeration supplier for the Town of Gananoque for several years and their reputation as
ammonia specialists sets them apart as a leader in the industry of refrigeration and rink design.
Further, CIMCO has vast experience not only in rink design, but also in designing and installing outdoor
rink refrigeration systems. Outdoor rinks have unique requirements over the standard indoor rink as the
pad of ice will have to compete with outdoor weather conditions including warm ambient temperatures,
sunlight and precipitation.
As example of their experience, below is a list of Outdoor Rinks that CIMCO has completed for other
municipalities:
Outdoor Pads Completed Projects
2018 Buttonwood Park (City of Toronto)
2015 Hodgson Arena (City of Toronto)
2015 Markham Downtown Carousel (Remington)
2013 Nathan Phillips Square (City of Toronto)
2013 Cedarvale Park (City of Toronto)
Wolfe Island (Township of Frontenac)
Markham Civic Centre (City of Markham)
Guelph Civic Square (City of Guelph)
Mount Pleasant (City of Brampton)
Rotary Waterfront Park (Town of Cobourg)
Dundas Driving Park (City of Hamilton)
Dufferin Clark (City of Vaughan)
Burlington Waterfront Centre (City of Burlington)
Central Park (Town of Collingwood)
Scarborough Civic Centre (City of Toronto)
Harbourfront Centre (City of Toronto)
Mississauga Civic Centre (City of Mississauga)
Mel Lastman Square (City of Toronto)
Kitchener Civic Square (City of Kitchener)
Comparing the design and installation proposal against our requirements and in conjunction with our
design consultants Eastern Engineering, this proposal is deemed good value to the Town of Gananoque
for a price of $155,000.00.
As the Town only received one bid and as the dollar amount of this bid is over $50,000, and as per the
Procurement By-law No. 2015-087, Council approval is required to authorize this purchase.
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APPLICABLE POLICY/LEGISLATION:
Procurement By-law No. 2015-087
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:
All capital costs for the construction of the GBM150 are 100% grant or fundraised. Below is a chart
of monies received from either grants or the fund raising committee to date, note that other amounts
have been confirmed but not yet received so they are not currently reported.
Source
1000 Islands CDC
Trillium Grant
Canada 150 Grant
Donations
Total

Amount To Date
$112,227
$135,000
$150,000
$99,557.52
$496,784.52

Below is a of expenditures all already incurred for the GBM 150 project

Source
Eastern Engineering
Building Materials
Site Work (Survey, Topographical study, etc.)
Total

Amount
$99,075
$118,278.35
$11,781.83
$229,135.18

Source
Funds Received to date
Expenditures to date
Balance Remaining

Amount
$496,784.52
-$229,135.18
$267,649.34

With $267,649.34 remaining for the project and further amounts confirmed, there are sufficient funds
to cover the $155,000 required for this scope of work for the GBM 150 rink.

CONSULTATIONS:
Melanie Kirkby - Treasurer
ATTACHMENTS:
None

APPROVAL

Adam McCluskey, Project Manager

Melanie Kirkby, Treasurer
Certifies that unless otherwise provided for in this report the funds are contained within the approved Budgets and
that the financial transactions are in compliance with Council’s own policies and guidelines and the Municipal Act
and regulations.

Shellee Fournier, CAO
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The Corporation of the Town of

Consent Agenda Items
Moved by:

Seconded by:

Be it resolved that the By-laws and Motions listed on the Consent Agenda be passed accordingly:

BY-LAWS:

2019-054 – Cold Milling of Existing Asphalt and Hot Mix Paving on Streets at Various Locations – Award
of Tender
2019-055 – Thousand Island Day Care – Amending Lease Agreement
MOTIONS:
#19-124 – Approval of Minutes – Tuesday, May 21 and 28, 2019
BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF GANANOQUE HEREBY ADOPTS THE
MINUTES OF TUESDAY, MAY 21ST, AND 28TH, 2019, MEETINGS.
#19-125 – Transit Services for Gananoque
AS RECOMMENDED BY THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE COUNCIL
OF THE TOWN OF GANANOQUE AUTHORIZES THE MAYOR AND STAFF TO EXPLORE THE
CONCEPT OF PROVIDING TRANSIT SERVICES FOR THE TOWN OF GANANOQUE WITH DESERONTO
TRANSIT (IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE TOWNSHIP OF LEEDS AND THE THOUSAND ISLANDS) AND
BRING BACK A REPORT OF FINDINGS FOR COUNCIL’S CONSIDERATION.
#19-126 – Lou Jeffries 14th Annual Scholarship Game – Request for Council Grant
AS RECOMMENDED BY THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE COUNCIL
OF THE TOWN OF GANANOQUE APPROVE A COUNCIL GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF $500.00,
REGARDING THE ICE RENTAL FEE FOR THE LOU JEFFRIES 14TH ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP GAME
BEING HELD ON SEPTEMBER 15, 2019, AS REQUESTED BY BRETT GIBSON, EVENT
COORDINATOR’S CORRESPONDENCE DATED MAY 2, 2019.
#19-127 – Accounts Payable – May 2 to May 15, 2019
AS RECOMMENDED BY THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE COUNCIL
OF THE TOWN OF GANANOQUE RECEIVES THE STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE FOR
CHEQUES ISSUED FROM MAY 2 TO 15, 2019 TOTALLING $246,292.95, AS PRESENTED.
#19-128 – Capital Matters Pending
AS RECOMMENDED BY THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE COUNCIL
OF THE TOWN OF GANANOQUE RECEIVE THE CAPITAL MATTERS PENDING UPDATE, AS
PRESENTED IN COW REPORT FIN-2019-17.

SAVE AND EXCEPT:
#19-129 – St. Lawrence Corridor Economic Development Commission (SLCEDC) – Request for Support
AS RECOMMENDED BY THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE COUNCIL OF
THE TOWN OF GANANOQUE DIRECTS STAFF TO PREPARE A REPORT REGARDING ST. LAWRENCE
CORRIDOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION (SLCEDC) REQUEST FOR SUPPORT AND
BRING BACK FOR COUNCIL’S CONSIDERATION.

As presented at the regular Council Meeting held this 4th day of June, 2019.
Approved: June 4, 2019
Ted Lojko, Mayor

Unanimous

Carried

Ayes

Nays

The Corporation of the Town of

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Held on Tuesday, May 21, 2019
At Town Hall – Council Chambers – 2nd Floor – 30 King Street East
COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT
STAFF PRESENT
Mayor:

Ted Lojko

Shellee Fournier, CAO/Deputy Clerk

Councillors:

Dave Anderson

Chanti Birdi, Assistant Planner

Adrian Haird

Cyril Cooper, Manager of Economic Development

Matt Harper

Brenda Guy, Manager of Community Development

Mike Kench (arrived at
5:37 PM)

Kari Lambe, Manager of Parks and Recreation

Dennis O’Connor

Paul McMunn, Manager of Public Works

David Osmond

Steve Tiernan, Fire Chief

Regrets:

Melanie Kirkby, Treasurer
Penny Kelly, Clerk/CEMC

1.

Call Meeting to Order
Mayor Lojko called the meeting to order at 5:31 PM.

2.

Disclosure of Pecuniary Interest & General Nature Thereof – None

3.

Closed Meeting of Council
Move Into Closed Session
 Moved by Councillor O’Connor that the Council of the Town of Gananoque in
accordance with Section 239.2 of the Municipal Act, move into Closed Session at 5:31
PM for the purpose of discussing one (1) item under A Position, Plan, Procedure,
Criteria or Instruction to be Applied to any Negotiations Carried On or to be Carried
on by or on Behalf of the Municipality or Local Board.
CARRIED – UNANIMOUS, by those present
Move Out of Closed Session at 6:01 PM

4.

The Open Session of Council began at 6:02 PM.
5.

Matters Arising Out of Closed Session

6.

 Mayor Lojko reported that a Closed Meeting was held. There was one (1) item
discussed under A Position, Plan, Procedure, Criteria or Instruction to be Applied to
any Negotiations Carried On or to be Carried on by or on Behalf of the Municipality or
Local Board. There is nothing to report out.
Disclosure of Additional Items – None

7.

9.

Presentations / Awards / Deputations
1. Kathrine Christensen, Thousand Island Accommodation Partners (TIAP) – Municipal
Accommodation Tax (MAT)
 Kathrine Christensen appeared before Council to discuss TIAP’s position on the
proposed Municipal Accommodation Tax.
2. George Horton, 1000 Island Gananoque Chamber of Commerce – Municipal
Accommodation Tax (MAT)
 George Horton appeared before Council on behalf of the Chamber of Commerce
to discuss the Chamber’s position on the proposed Municipal Accommodation
Tax.
Mayor’s Declaration
 Mayor Lojko proclaimed the week of June 3 to 9, 2019 to be observed as
“Parachute Safe Kids Week” in the Town of Gananoque.
Public Meetings – None

10.

Unfinished / New Business – None

8.

11. Consent Agenda
Moved by: Councillor Osmond

Seconded by: Councillor O’Connor

Be it resolved that the Motions listed on the Consent Agenda be passed accordingly:
MOTIONS:
#19-110 – Approval of Minutes – Wednesday, May 1, and Tuesday, May 7, 2019
BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF GANANOQUE HEREBY
ADOPTS THE MINUTES OF WEDNESDAY, MAY 1ST, AND; TUESDAY, MAY 7TH, 2019,
MEETINGS.
#19-111 – The Town of Prescott – Southern Ontario Library Services (SOLS) – Provincial
Funding Cuts and Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care – Decrease Provincial /
Municipal Funding Cuts – Requests for Support
AS RECOMMENDED BY THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT
THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF GANANOQUE SUPPORTS THE TOWN OF
PRESCOTT’S RESOLUTIONS REGARDING SOUTHERN ONTARIO LIBRARY SERVICES
(SOLS) – PROVINCIAL FUNDING CUTS AND THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND LONGTERM CARE – DECREASE PROVINCIAL / MUNICIPAL FUNDING CUTS.
#19-112 – Thousand Island ATV Club (TIATVC) – Request to Extend ATV Route in Gananoque
AS RECOMMENDED BY THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT
THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF GANANOQUE DIRECTS STAFF TO INVESTIGATE THE
FEASIBILITY OF EXTENDING THE ATV ACCESS ROUTE, AS REQUESTED / PROVIDED
BY THE THOUSAND ISLAND ATV CLUB (TIATVC) UNDATED CORRESPONDENCE AND
BRING BACK A REPORT FOR THE COMMITTEE’S REVIEW AND CONSIDERATION.
#19-113 – Thousand Island Youth Boxing Club – Request for Council Grant to offset Arena
Fees for Thousand Islands Fight Night
AS RECOMMENDED BY THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT
THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF GANANOQUE APPROVES A COUNCIL GRANT IN
THE AMOUNT OF $500.00, TO THE THOUSAND ISLAND YOUTH BOXING CLUB TO
ASSIST IN OFFSETTING THE ARENA FEES FOR THE THOUSAND ISLANDS FIGHT NIGHT
EVENT.
#19-114 – Gananoque Public Library – Southern Ontario Library Services (SOLS) – Provincial
Funding Cuts
AS RECOMMENDED BY THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT
THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF GANANOQUE RECEIVES AND APPROVES THE
GANANOQUE PUBLIC LIBRARY CORRESPONDENCE DATED APRIL 30, 2019, AND
AUTHORIZES THE CHIEF LIBRARIAN TO CIRCULATE SAID LETTER TO OTHER
LIBRARIES,
AND FURTHER, DIRECT STAFF TO FORWARD A COPY OF COUNCIL’S RESOLUTION
AND SAID CORRESPONDENCE TO THE ASSOCIATION OF MUNICIPALITIES OF
ONTARIO (AMO) AND MUNICIPALITIES.
#19-115 – Accounts Payable – April 11 to May 1, 2019
AS RECOMMENDED BY THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT
THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF GANANOQUE RECEIVES THE STATEMENT OF
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE FOR CHEQUES ISSUED FROM APRIL 11 TO MAY 1, 2019
TOTALLING $484,488.27, AS PRESENTED.
#19-116 – Community Grants 2019 – Intake 2 – Professional Sport Fishing Organization
AS RECOMMENDED BY THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE
COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF GANANOQUE APPROVES THE COMMUNITY GRANTS
ADVISORY PANEL INTAKE TWO 2019 RECOMMENDATION TO GRANT $5,000 TO THE
PROFESSIONAL SPORT FISHING ORGANIZATION TOWARD THE COST OF THE B1
FISHING EVENT, AS PRESENTED IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE REPORT FIN2019-15.

#19-117 – 2019 First (1st) Quarter Fire Report
AS RECOMMENDED BY THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE
COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF GANANOQUE RECEIVES THE 1ST QUARTER FIRE REPORT
FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES, AS PRESENTED IN THE COW REPORT FIRE-2019-02.
CARRIED – UNANIMOUS
SAVE AND EXCEPT:
Lease Agreement – 2 King Street East (Christopher)
By-law No. 2019-051 – Lease Agreement – 2 King Street East (Christopher)
Moved by: Councillor O’Connor
Seconded by: Councillor Osmond
AS RECOMMENDED BY THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE
COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF GANANOQUE PASS A BY-LAW, BEING A BY-LAW TO
AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR AND CLERK TO SIGN A RENEWAL AGREEMENT WITH JAYNE
CHRISTOPHER FOR LEASING THE PROPERTY OF 2 KING STREET EAST FOR TWO (2)
YEARS PLUS A ONE (1) YEAR OPTION TO RENEW, AS PRESENTED IN COW REPORT
CD-2019-09.
CARRIED – UNANIMOUS
#19-118 – Ribfest – Request for Support
Moved by: Councillor O’Connor
Seconded by: Councillor Osmond
AS RECOMMENDED BY THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE
COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF GANANOQUE APPROVES OPTION #1 (PROVIDE THE
GANANOQUE 1000 ISLANDS RIBFEST COMMITTEE WITH THE SUPPORT OUTLINED
WITH A VALUE OF $1,808.00 FOR 2018, AND; $2,250.00, PLUS APPLICABLE TAXES
FOR 2019 IN WAIVED REVENUE VIA A COMMUNITY GRANT (CASH AND IN-KIND),
CONCERNING THE RIBFEST REQUEST, AS PRESENTED IN COW REPORT RECM2019-05,
AND FURTHER, PRE-APPROVE A COMMUNITY GRANT TO WAIVE THE RIBFEST FEES
FOR THE YEARS 2020, 2021 AND 2022.
CARRIED – 4 Ayes, 3 Nays
#19-119 – Community Grants 2019 – Intake 2 – Thousand Islands Boat Museum (TIBM)
Moved by: Councillor O’Connor
Seconded by: Councillor Osmond
AS RECOMMENDED BY THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE
COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF GANANOQUE APPROVES THE COMMUNITY GRANTS
ADVISORY PANEL INTAKE TWO 2019 RECOMMENDATION TO GRANT $6,000 TO THE
THOUSAND ISLANDS BOAT MUSEUM (TIBM) TOWARDS THE COST OF THE TIBM
BOATHOUSE OPENING CELEBRATION, AS PRESENTED IN COMMITTEE OF THE
WHOLE REPORT FIN-2019-15.
CARRIED – UNANIMOUS
#19-120– Community Grants 2019 – Intake 2 – Shaping Words Event
Moved by: Councillor O’Connor
Seconded by: Councillor Osmond
AS RECOMMENDED BY THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE
COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF GANANOQUE APPROVES THE COMMUNITY GRANTS
ADVISORY PANEL INTAKE TWO 2019 RECOMMENDATION TO GRANT $1,000
TOWARD THE COST OF THE SHAPING WORDS EVENT, AS PRESENTED IN COMMITTEE
OF THE WHOLE REPORT FIN-2019-15.
CARRIED – UNANIMOUS
#19-121 – Community Grants 2019 – Intake 2 – Arthur Child Heritage Museum (ACHM)
Moved by: Councillor O’Connor
Seconded by: Councillor Osmond
AS RECOMMENDED BY THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE
COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF GANANOQUE APPROVES THE COMMUNITY GRANTS
ADVISORY PANEL INTAKE TWO 2019 RECOMMENDATION TO GRANT $500 TO THE
ARTHUR CHILD HERITAGE MUSEUM (ACHM) TOWARD THE COST OF THE
GANANOQUE HERITAGE DAY EVENT, AS PRESENTED IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
REPORT FIN-2019-15.
CARRIED – 6 Ayes, 1 Nay

#19-122 – Municipal Accommodation Tax Update
Moved by: Councillor O’Connor
Seconded by: Councillor Osmond
AS RECOMMENDED BY THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE
COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF GANANOQUE RECEIVES THE MUNICIPAL
ACCOMMODATION TAX (MAT) UPDATE FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES, AS
PRESENTED IN COW REPORT FIN-2019-16,

12.

AND FURTHER DIRECT STAFF TO IMPLEMENT MAT EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 31, 2019,
AND THAT STAFF CONTINUE TO NEGOTIATE WITH ALL STAKEHOLDERS TO
ESTABLISH A MECHANISM TO IMPLEMENT THE PROCESS.
CARRIED – UNANIMOUS
Motions (Council Direction to Staff) – None

13.

Notice Required Under the Notice By-law – None

14.

Committee Updates (Council Reps)

15.

 Members of Council reported on activities / meetings that took place over the last two
(2) week period.
Discussion of Additional Items – None

16.

Miscellaneous – None

17.

Confirmation By-law
By-law No. 2019-052 – Confirming By-law – May 21, 2019 (3 Readings)
Moved by: Councillor O’Connor
Seconded by: Councillor Osmond
BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF GANANOQUE PASS BY-LAW NO.
2019-052 BEING A BY-LAW TO CONFIRM THE PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL AT ITS
REGULAR MEETING HELD ON MAY 21ST, 2019, BE READ THREE TIMES AND FINALLY
PASSED THIS 21ST DAY OF MAY, 2019.
CARRIED – UNANIMOUS

18.

Next Meeting – June 4, 2019

19.

Adjournment
Moved by: Councillor O’Connor
Be it resolved that Council hereby adjourns this regular meeting of Council at 6:49 PM.
CARRIED – UNANIMOUS

______________________________
Ted Lojko, Mayor

________________________________
Shellee Fournier, CAO / Deputy Clerk

Council Report – ED-2019-01
☐

Date:

June 4, 2019

Subject:

Notice of Intention to Designate – 389 King Street East – Alma Villa

Author:

Cyril Cooper, Economic Development Manager

☒

IN CAMERA

OPEN SESSION

RECOMMENDATION:
BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF GANANOQUE ISSUE A NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO DESIGNATE ALMA VILLA, LOCATED AT 389 KING STREET EAST, AS PER SECTION 29 OF THE
ONTARIO HERITAGE ACT, AND AS PRESENTED IN COUNCIL REPORT ED-2019-01.
STRATEGIC PLAN COMMENTS:
Sector 3: Quality of Life – Strategic Initiative #2: To ensure the heritage of our community is
protected.
BACKGROUND:
The Town received a complaint regarding the state of repair/safety of the porch located at 389 King
St. East. Bylaw completed an on-site review and issued an Order to Comply to fix the porch.
Subsequently, on May 14, 2019 the owner issued a request for a demolition permit for the porch.
The property is currently listed on the Town’s municipal heritage register but is not formally
designated. By being on the register, this allows the Town 60 days (ending July 12, 2019) to decide
whether or not to issue a notice of intention to designate the property. If the Town does not
proceed with this notice in 60 days, then the applicant can be issued the demolition permit.
On May 29, 2019 the Municipal Heritage Advisory Panel met to discuss designating the Alma Villa
building. The Panel agreed that a notice of intention to designate the subject property should be
recommended to Council. When designating a property, a list of heritage attributes must be listed
along with any cultural heritage value or interest. As the Town begins the process of the
designation, it will be able to further investigate the potential heritage value of the porch and decide
whether to include it as part of the overall designation. If the porch is not determined to be of
heritage value, the Town can proceed with designating other portions of the building/property and
grant the demolition permit for the porch should that occur.
The Alma Villa is a large historically significant century stone building, built in 1857. The
building has a high profile main street location perched on a ¾ acre property with 141 ft.
frontage on King Street East, which is zoned commercial use. Currently, the 5600 sq. ft. building
is being used as professional office space, housing a real estate company, mortgage broker and
an accountant. Main floor has a ceiling height of 12’ and has hardwood floors, second floor 9’
and wood floors cover covered by carpet (please see the attached historical pictures).
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INFORMATION/DISCUSSION
The required steps in the process to designate a property are as follows:
1. Municipal Heritage Advisory Panel recommends the designation to Council. - Complete
2. Council decides whether or not to proceed with the designation. – June 4, 2019
3. If approved, notice of intention to designate is served on property owner; the Ontario Heritage
Trust (OHT); and published as per the Public Notice Policy. - Pending
4. If no objections are received within thirty (30) days then Council may designate the property.
5. The designating by-law is passed and registered on title. - Pending
6. The Notice of Designation is served on property owner, OHT; and as per the Public Notice
Policy. - Pending
7. Municipal and provincial registers are updated. - Pending
8. Canadian Register is updated. - Pending
If the recommendations contained in this report are approved, Council, will have completed Step #2,
and staff will be directed to complete Step #3 of this process.
Below is the outline of the designation process as per Ontario Heritage Act, Section 29.
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APPLICABLE POLICY/LEGISLATION:
Ontario Heritage Act, Section 29, Designation by Municipal By-law
29. (1) The council of a municipality may, by by-law, designate a property within the municipality
to be of cultural heritage value or interest if,
(a) where criteria for determining whether property is of cultural heritage value or
interest have been prescribed by regulation, the property meets the prescribed criteria;
and
(b) the designation is made in accordance with the process set out in this section. 2005,
c. 6, s. 17 (1).
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:
Publications costs would be minimal.
CONSULTATIONS:
Municipal Heritage Advisory Panel met on May 29, 2019 in regards to the Alma Villa, 389 King Street
East-Notice of Intention to Designate.
A motion was passed:
THAT THE MUNICIPAL HERITAGE ADVISORY PANEL RECOMMENDS TO THE COMMITTEE OF THE
WHOLE THAT THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF GANANOQUE ISSUE A NOTICE OF INTENTION TO
DESIGNATE ALMA VILLA, 389 KING STREET EAST TO BE OF CULTURAL HERITAGE VALUE OR INTEREST
AS SET OUT IN SECTION 29 OF THE ONTARIO HERITAGE ACT.
ATTACHMENTS:
HERITAGE RESEARCH REPORT
o ALMA VILLA, 389 KING STREET EAST, GANANOQUE, ONTARIO, Author: Edgar Tumak,
December 2018

APPROVAL

_______________________________________
Cyril Cooper, Economic Development Manager
_______________________________________
Melanie Kirkby, Treasurer
Certifies that unless otherwise provided for in this report the funds are contained within the approved Budgets and
that the financial transactions are in compliance with Council’s own policies and guidelines and the Municipal Act
and regulations.

______________________________________
Shellee Fournier, CAO
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Original building-Britton residence during the occupancy of C.E. Britton, ca. 1900 (D. Rombough
postcard and photograph collection).
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HERITAGE RESEARCH REPORT
ALMA VILLA, 389 KING STREET EAST, GANANOQUE, ONTARIO
Author: Edgar Tumak, December 2018

Figure 1: Alma Villa, 389 King Street East, Gananoque, seen from the northwest (E. Tumak, October 2018).

Alma Villa was built ca. 1855-58 for Daniel Freeman Britton (1808-87), in the then recently fashionable
Italianate style. It was the most ostentatious residence in Gananoque of the time and the foremost
example of residential design in the Italianate style – then and now. It also started a trend of villa,
estate lot development on the perimeter of the settlement, away from industrial and mercantile
activities. Britton was notable in many pursuits including manufacturing, mercantile activities, lumber,
agriculture and as the long time postmaster. After 1887, until early 1925, the property was the
residence of Charles Edwin, the son of D.F. Britton.
In 1927 the property became a guest house under Clark and Blanche Day. Widowed in 1949, Blanche
remained proprietor until 1967. In this facet of its use, the building is a notable example of the
transitioning of many grand residences for the Thousand Islands tourism industry that became
increasingly prominent for the economy of Gananoque starting in the late-19th century and ongoing. In
1967 the property was re-purposed as an antique gallery known as the Incurable Collector – which also
supported the tourism industry. In the 1980s it became a real estate office and this use continues to the
present.
The property is a significant example of the transitioning of Gananoque from the industrial focus of the
town to tourism related enterprises. It is considered of heritage interest for historical and architectural
reasons, based on its family association with the industrial and mercantile economy of the Britton family
followed by tourism activities, and its exceptional Italianate style architecture.

2
HISTORY
Trends
The Britton family reflect a significant change in the economic and social hierarchy of Gananoque that
occurred in the second half of the 19th century. The first half of the 19th century was dominated by Joel
Stone as the founder of the settlement, and his heirs the McDonald/Macdonald clan,1 who not only
exploited their control and ownership of land (and resource extraction), and property and water rights,
but were involved with numerous business ventures.2
The town experienced significant growth under the influence of the McDonalds/Macdonalds, in its
economy, population and industrial diversification. According to the 1851 census, Gananoque had a
population of 768 in 1849, the settlement was incorporated as a village in 1863, and by 1871 the
population was 2020. When Gananoque incorporated as a town, 1 January 1890, the population was
3519.3
Although still a major force in the community, in the second half of the 19th century the role of the
McDonald/Macdonald clan declined in entrepreneurial presence, with other people taking over the lead
such as Britton (1808-87, who arrived in Gananoque in 1831) and Frederick J. Skinner (1867-1933). By
1868 the McDonald’s sold their water rights on the Gananoque River that had powered the town’s mills
of many enterprises. With the rights acquired by a group of manufacturers, the Gananoque Water
Power Company was created to offer better regulation and allocation of water flow.4
Britton had an highly diverse portfolio of business and industrial pursuits, the latter included nail and
hinge works, and Gananoque became known for the predominance of its industrial activity being metal
working establishments by the 1870s – garnering it the epithet, Birmingham of the north.5 By 1883 the
9 largest companies in Gananoque employed up to 480 people. This figure represented over 88% of the
village industrial labour force in 1881. By 1883, the Cowan & Britton nail works claimed to be able to
produce every kind of nail required in the Canadian market, and were in the midst of plans to expand in
order to meet competition from their rivals in Montreal, and a year later claimed that the company
enjoyed a trade that extended from British Columbia to Newfoundland . In the 1890s the firms such as
Parmenter & Bulloch, the shovel works, Skinner & Company, the spring and axle shops, and Cowan &
Britton were more important economically than ever before. By 1894 most if not all of the larger metal
working industries in Gananoque were serving national markets, because the finishing stage of the steel

1

McDonald and Macdonald will be used somewhat interchangeably in this report, because the first of the family to
come to Gananoque, Charles, spelled his name McDonald, whereas his son, William Stone, modified the spelling to
Macdonald, and subsequent scions of this line maintained the spelling, while the other branches of the family
continued with McDonald.
2
Donald H. Akenson, The Irish in Ontario: a study in rural history, chapter 6, “Gananoque 1849-71: Yet Another
Canadian Birmingham,” (Montreal and Kingston: McGill – Queen’s University Press, 1984 and 1999), p. 287, 289
and 296.
3
Akenson, The Irish in Ontario, p. 287, 289 and 296.
4
Akenson, The Irish in Ontario, p. 289 and 291.
5
Akenson, The Irish in Ontario: A Study in Rural History, p. 283-331; George de Zwaan, “The Little Birmingham on
the St. Lawrence: An Industrial and Labour History of Gananoque, Ontario, 1871-1921,” PhD thesis (History),
Queen’s University, 1987; and Brockville Recorder, 15 October 1863.

3
industry grew rapidly in Canada during the 1880s and 1890s. Spurred by protective tariffs, the industry
by the mid-1890s productive capacity exceeded domestic demand.6
Water power provided by the Gananoque River was a major factor in bringing about industrial
development in the village. Unfortunately, water power was subject to the vagaries of the seasons, and
on many occasions during dry periods, the water level in the river dropped to a point at which the
factory water wheels ceased to turn. Additionally, for a few weeks every year, annual repairs of several
weeks duration was required to the canals and dams. During both these periods most of the firms in
Gananoque were idle. During the period 1871-96 many of the larger firms turned to steam power as an
alternate power source. In 1886 firms such as George Gillies Company, installed steam engines in their
shops so that they could continue operations when water was out. St. Lawrence Wire & Steel, and
Cowan & Britton did the same. The shift to steam power was most pronounced in the late 1890s when
6 of the largest village companies installed steam engines.7
For technological advancement several large Gananoque manufacturers travelled south in search of new
machines and ideas, or brought in American specialists in the mid-1880s. This included Cowan & Britton
who brought in Hiram Bliss of Massachusetts to put new machines in their shops.8
The completion of the Thousand Islands Railway in 1889 (originally constructed by the Rathbuns of
Deseronto as a timber line to remove the cut lumber from the watershed of the Gananoque River),
further promoted Gananoque as an industrial centre. The decline of the McDonald/Macdonald clan was
shown when the first Council of the newly incorporated Town in 1890 had none of the old-guard
families.9
Britton was one of the earliest to assert this economic prowess as demonstrated by his ca. 1855-58
residence vis-à-vis earlier structures constructed for the Gananoque elite (see Figure 2).

6

Zwaan, “The Little Birmingham on the St. Lawrence,” p. 37, 43-44 and 46.
Gananoque Reporter, 28 August 1886, 25 September 1886, 2 October 1886, 12 March 1887, 20 August 1898, and
16 November 1895, cited in Zwaan, “The Little Birmingham on the St. Lawrence,” p. 47.
8
Zwaan, “The Little Birmingham on the St. Lawrence,” p. 54.
9
Gananoque Historical Society Newsletter, Special Ed., 1990, p. 4.
7
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Figure 2: Britton residence during the occupancy of C.E. Britton, ca. 1900 (D. Rombough postcard and photograph
collection).

Figure 3: John McDonald residence (constructed 1831), since 1911 Gananoque Town Hall, 30 King St. E., viewed
from the southwest (photo E. Tumak, 2008).

5

Figure 4: William Stone Macdonald (Blinkbonnie) residence of 1843, Main Street elevation, photographed ca.
1880s, prior to its aggrandisement between 1902-07 (Douglas Rombough postcard collection Queen’s University
Archives).

However, the McDonald/Macdonald clan were not to be outdone and responded with power houses of
their own, such as the 1872 residence of Samuel McCammon residence (related by marriage to the
McDonald/Macdonald clan) which, although of later construction is often considered of an earlier
aesthetic, sometimes called the Italian Villa style (1830-1900).10 Indications of this separation of styles
include the highly attenuated tower, the asymmetrical front, no central cupola, and less blocky massing.
Later, there was the Colonial Revival Style aggrandisement of Blinkbonnie by Charles Macdonald, jr., in
1902-07.11 Industrialist Frederick J. Skinner also had his hand in the competition with a Queen Anne
Revival tour de force built in 1905. Save for the John McDonald residences, all these structures later
served as tourist accommodation or related purposes.12

10

John Blumenson, Ontario Architecture: A Guide to Styles and Building Terms 1784 to the Present (Toronto:
Fitzhenry and Whiteside, 1990), p. 52-57.
11
E. Tumak, Heritage Research Report, “Blinkbonnie, 50 Main Street, Gananoque, Ontario,” June 2017.
12
Edgar Tumak, Heritage Designation Report, 95 King Street West, Gananoque, 2008.
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Figure 5: Residence of Samuel McCammon (who married into the McDonald/Macdonald clan), constructed 1872,
279 King St. W., Gananoque, viewed from the northwest (photo, E. Tumak, Jan., 2008).

Figure 6: Blinkbonnie, Main Street elevation, viewed from the northeast with the Clarion Inn in the foreground
(Gananoque 2000, Doug Bickerton, 2000).
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Figure 7: Blinkbonnie, 50 Main Street Street elevation, viewed from the southeast, ca. 1935 (John Nalon, The Story
of Gananoque: prepared for the Gananoque Museum Board, second printing, 1985); and Blinkbonnie viewed from
the west/Market Street, postmark 1910 (Douglas Rombough postcard collection Queen’s University Archives).

Figure 8: Former Skinner Residence, 95 King Street West, Gananoque, Ontario, front (north/King St. elevation),
constructed 1905, architect F.T. Lent, builder Mitchell and Wilson. (Photo: Sleepy Hollow Bed & Breakfast website,
2008).

The transition of Alma Villa into a guesthouse reflects the development of Gananoque as a tourist and
cottage destination because of its advantageous position vis-à-vis the scenic Thousand Islands. It was
also a motor car destination at the east end of town, when this travel option became popular in the
1920s.

8

Figure 9: Alma Villa in an early postcard image as a guest house, with the new front porch, the 19th century
east/side veranda, and in the lower left side is what appears to be the St. Lawrence River in the distance – which
would have been visible from the upper levels of the building, particularly the cupola (D. Rombough postcard and
photograph collection).

Figure 10: The posted reverse of the above Alma Villa postcard, illustrating its role as a motorcar stopping point en
route to Toronto (https://www.ebay.ca/itm/GANANOQUE-Ontario-Canada-00-10s-Alma-Villa/332335243769?nordt=true&orig_cvip=true&rt=nc&_trksid=p2047675.m43663.l44720 ).
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Straddling the U.S.-Canada border the islands on the American side were developed first as island
vacation destinations in the last quarter of the 19th century. However, by the end of the 19th century,
Gananoque also had become popular for tourism, including boating, hunting and sport fishing.
George M. Pullman, of sleeping car fame, particularly contributed to this interest. In 1873 he invited
President Grant to his luxurious compound on Pullman Island, which remained a showplace for many
years even prior to its completion in 1888 (it was razed for tax considerations by his descendants in the
mid-20th century). He knew that with a Presidential visit and the entourage of reporters from papers of
numerous major U.S. cities, this would advertise the islands as no other forum could, and hence improve
his business interests in the area. After seeing the opulence of Pullman’s island, the articles in
newspapers did materialise and quickly lead to plans for hotels to accommodate the influx of people to
the area. Railroads built sidings to Clayton and Cape Vincent on the U.S. side and as many as 20 trains a
day would come and go at the village stations.13
Reliable ferry services connecting the U.S. side with Gananoque developed with the rising popularity of
the islands, and in 1883 Gananoque finally got a spur line from the then main east-west rail line, the
Grand Trunk Railway, four miles north. It was called the Thousand Islands Railway and, although
principally created to facilitate transportation for industry, it greatly facilitated passenger travel, thereby
benefitting tourism. The line was extended to the east side of the Gananoque River via the Gananoque
Swing Bridge of 1893,14 in a desperate, but unsuccessful, municipal attempt to keep the Gananoque
Carriage Company from relocating to Brockville. With the empty carriage company building at the
scenic south end of the Gananoque River, at its confluence with the St. Lawrence, the structure was
remodelled as the Gananoque Inn and opened by the end of the 1890s. Passengers could be
transported directly to its doors across the Swing Bridge until 1913, when the tracks were removed
because of the limited traffic – although the bridge has remained open for vehicular and pedestrian
crossing. The remainder of the Thousand Islands Railway line was acquired by the CNR and continued in
use until 1965. In addition to the Gananoque Inn, in the late 19th- and early-20th centuries, there were
popular Canadian guest houses near Gananoque on Hay Island, Tremont Park Island, and Float Island—a
large hotel capable of accommodating 100 guests (originally built as a private boys' school, it was
renovated in the early 1900s to a hotel).
Summer camps, which were first established in the 1870s on the U.S. side, also promoted the Thousands
Islands as a summer retreat. Most campgrounds were begun by religious organizations. Thousands of
people came from all parts of Canada and the United States to enjoy a family holiday under the direction
of their religious leaders. Thousand Island Park on the upper end of Wellesley Island was founded by
the Methodist Church in 1875. Also on Wellesley Island was the Presbyterian Camp, called Westminster
Park. The Methodist International Camp Ground, one mile below Morristown, New York, also catered to
Canadians and Americans. The first established camp on the Canadian side was on a high bluff in
Elizabethtown, called the St. Lawrence Central Camp Ground. The land was purchased in 1875 and
developed by the Methodist Episcopal Church.

13

Susan W. Smith, “A History of Recreation in the 1000 Islands,” manuscript report (Parks Canada, 1976),
unpaginated in online format, http://www.oliverkilian.com/ecology/thousand-islands/islandinsights/recreation/recreation.html, copyright 2001-2017, Oliver K. Reichl.
14
Gananoque Reporter, 23 July, 8 Oct., and 31 Dec. 1892, and 1 July 1893; and Privy Council Minute 2865, 31 Oct.,
1893, in Douglas N.W. Smith, By Rail, Road and Water to Gananoque (Ottawa: Trackside Canada, 1995), p. 39-41.
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Cottaging and tourism on the Canadian side developed after 1873, when the Department of Indian
Affairs started selling islands that were surrendered in 1856 by the Alnwick Band of the Mississauga
Indians. Part of the delay stemmed from resistance from squatters and farmers who had settled on the
islands and claimed the property for their own, as well as residents along the shores of the St. Lawrence
River, who felt the islands opposite the mainland were common property. Sales remained limited, but
in 1891, the Department of Indian Affairs undertook an extensive re-examination and evaluation of the
islands. A following plan that included hundreds of islands and islets, which increased marketing and
promotion of the sale of islands commenced that year.
However, conditions of sale and required improvements were considered too onerous and sales
remained limited. Then in 1894, the Canadian government made an effort to sell the islands by
publishing a booklet entitled "1000 Islands for Sale." The booklet listed a description of each island,
valuations and the terms of sale. These terms of sale excluded any minimum improvement price. From
this marketing push many more islands were sold.
Sales of crown islands pretty much stopped, when 21 islands provided the nucleus of the St. Lawrence
Islands National Park, in 1904—the oldest of the national parks east of the Rockies. However, this park
also supported tourism, as did 30 New York state parks managed as part of the New York State Office of
Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation's Thousand Islands Region, including many that are located
on river islands, or along the New York shore. Many of these river parks were established in the late19th and early-20th centuries as part of the St. Lawrence Reservation, and were among New York's
earliest land acquisitions for the purpose of preservation and recreational development. Among the
larger parks is Wellesley Island State Park, which includes the largest camping complex in the region.15
The status of Gananoque and Thousand Islands hospitality industry was greatly developed because of
the stately qualities of former residences such as Alma Villa and Blinkbonnie. Blinkbonnie was one of
the earliest, and perhaps the foremost, former grand residence to attract well-heeled visitors without
the commitment of a cottage, and was known for the lavish appearance of the main building, its
grounds, outbuildings, and adornments of fine furniture, silverware and china.16 The proprietor of
Blinkbonnie as a guest house – 1923-57, Rebecca Edwards, was noted in her obituary that “She made
the hotel one of the most unique in Ontario.”17 She did this with providing additional amenities, such as
a yacht club in 1924, which had been built in 1904, to the design of Gananoque`s pre-eminent architect
Frank T. Lent—an avid yachtsman, who appears to have commissioned the structure before it was
transferred to the club.18 The yacht club was known for its formality and included a dance hall (a
customary combination at the time), but was sold in 1947 to the Gananoque Boat Line as a workshop.19
Later a pool was added on the Blinkbonnie grounds.

15

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thousand_Islands; S. Smith, “A History of Recreation in the 1000 Islands;” Brûlé,
“From A Home In The Suburbs To A Retreat In The Wilderness, p xiv; and D. Smith, By Rail, Road and Water to
Gananoque, p 26-29 and 62-69.
16
Tumak, “Blinkbonnie.”
17
Gananoque Reporter, Thurs., 19 Sept. 1957, p. 6.
18
Gananoque Reporter, 1 Nov. 1902, and 2 April, 23 July 23, 10 Sept. 1904.
19
Edgar Tumak, Heritage Designation Report, Gananoque Waterworks Pump House, 110 Kate Street, Gananoque,
2009.
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Figures 11-12: left, Postcard of Blinkbonnie, viewed from the southwest, ca. 1930s, showing its elaborate grounds
and the porch on the left prior to its conversion to a dining room (Douglas Rombough postcard collection Queen’s
University Archives); and right, postcard of Macdonald Room, Blinkbonnie, ca. 1930s (Queen’s University Archives)
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Figures 13-14: left, Postcard of Joel Stone Room, Blinkbonnie, ca. 1930s (Queen’s University Archives); and right,
postcard of Porch Dining Room, Blinkbonnie, ca. 1950s, on the west side of the building, with a view to the St.
Lawrence (Douglas Rombough postcard collection Queen’s University Archives).

Figure 15: Postcard of Blinkbonnie Boathouse (former Gananoque Yacht Club House), with the Town Waterworks
and Pump House to the left, ca. late 1930s ( Douglas Rombough postcard collection Queen’s University Archives).

Alma Villa which also promoted its gardens, but particularly highlighted its access and amenities for the
motor car tourist at the east end of town along the main east-west route connecting Montreal and
Toronto, known as the King’s Highway No. 2 (now King Street).
Promotion of guest houses was facilitated by picture postcards of the structure, either black-and-white
or hand-coloured. Post cards also depicted every aspect of the area: boat tours, hotels, inns, large
beautiful homes, and the islands themselves. Well-known photographers included William Notman of
Montreal, A.C. McIntyre of Alexandria Bay and Alex Murray of Murray and Sons, Brockville.20
Prohibition of alcohol at various times in the U.S. and Canada, also proved a boon to tourism on
respective sides of the border, at various times. Few places could compare with the circumstances the
islands offered to the circumvent legislation and enforcement. In Ontario prohibition was in effect from
1916-27, whereas federally in the U.S. (and New York State) it was from 1920-33.
Thousand Islands tourism was further facilitated by promotional literature, such as the 1937, The
Thousand Islands of the St. Lawrence River, (by Capt. Henry S. Johnston) who wrote descriptions of the
scenery and historical quotations of events and reminiscences with which they are associated. He even
included a copy of Caleb Lyon's poem "The Thousand Islands"—a poem has been used extensively to
describe the Thousand Islands.
Improved transportation infrastructure facilitated tourism such as the Thousand Islands International
Bridge (or Ivy Lea Bridge) that opened in 1938, crossing the St. Lawrence at Hill and Wellesley islands
(with five separate bridges of four different construction types), linking Ontario and New York State
highways year round. The earlier ferry service, by contrast, was seasonal and took significantly longer.
The Thousand Islands Bridge Authority promoted interest in the bridge and surrounding area, and
continues to do so. It was instrumental in distributing much-needed publicity for the region after the
First World War when the earlier era of the social elite had waned somewhat. With a mandate for the
20

S. Smith, “A History of Recreation in the 1000 Islands;” *a collection of such images prepared about the
Blinkbonnie by Doug Rombough, “The Blinkbonnie Hotel, Gananoque, Ontario” 2013.
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1000 Islands Region as a family tourist destination it promoted the services, attractions, and recreational
opportunities of the region as well as encouraging the use of the Thousand Islands Bridge System as a
major vehicular linkage between the two nations. The Authority continues to promote the area and, in
1977 assumed control of Boldt Castle and Heart Island, and commenced the consolidation and
completion of the long-neglected structure. However, even as Alma Villa emerged as a prominent guest
house in the 1920s, island castles contributed immensely to the tourism economy of the Thousand
Islands and Gananoque.21 Boat travel was further facilitated by the opening of the St. Lawrence Seaway
system in 1959, and there are currently more boat slips in Gananoque (public and private) than in
Kingston (140 vs. 92).22
The significance of tourism for Gananoque in the last 75 years is underscored by numerous Canadian
and U.S. public and private organisations combining efforts as part of the Tourism Marketing Initiative.
Through this, municipalities have been helped with assessing and developing their tourism product, by
the Ontario Ministry of Tourism which established the Premier-ranked Tourist Destinations Framework
(PRTDF). It assists jurisdictions in assessing their tourist assets, attractions and amenities and allows
them to identify opportunities in tourism development. The Ministry provides financial assistance to
regions that undertake the PRTDF process. Gananoque is part of this process and statistics note
accommodation for about 750 in hotels, guest houses, B&Bs, etc., and 470 for RV or camp sites.
Gananoque has also responded to the more recent trend that cultural tourism increases at 15 %/year,
and that 37% of all international tourism includes: performing arts (theatre, dance, music); art galleries
and schools, gardens and crafts; museums, historic sites, villages and reconstructions; festivals and
events; local cuisine; and Aboriginal culture.23
The above mentioned former grand residences were not the only ones converted to a guest house (also
called hotels and tourist homes) in the early 20th century. By 1927 when Alma Villa became a guest
house it was part of trend that saw grand and commodious residences converted to tourist
accommodation: the International Hotel (intersection of Main, Mill and King West), the Golden Apple
Tourist Home (east corner of King and Market), Landon Tourist Home (west corner of King and
Market).24 Even modest purpose-built structures, such as 145 John Street (half a block from the
Gananoque Inn), built in 1947, provided rooming house accommodation for seasonal workers.25
Although Alma Villa was sold as a guest house in 1967, it continued to serve the tourism industry as an
antique gallery until the 1980s. Accordingly, for more than half a century Alma Villa catered to
Gananoque`s tourism economy. While not as prominent as other guest accommodation, such as the
Gananoque Inn or Blinkbonnie, it was a significant resource to the local tourism industry economy, as
demonstrated by the longevity of its operation in this field and postcards that surface for sale in this
regard.
Events

21

S. Smith, “A History of Recreation in the 1000 Islands;” and D. Smith, By Rail, Road and Water to Gananoque.
Premier-ranked Tourist Destination Framework, 1000 Islands - St. Lawrence Seaway Regional Report, February
2008, p. 13.
23
Premier-ranked Tourist Destination Framework, p. 3, 6, 11, 20 and 22.
24
Underwriter’s Survey Bureau: Insurance Plan of Gananoque, plan dated 1947, sheet/map 4; and Tumak, 95 King
Street West, Gananoque.
25
The author of this report purchased 145 John Street in 2018, and this rooming house status became known.
22
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No specific events of note are known to be associated with Alma Villa, Gananoque.
Persons/Institutions
Daniel Freeman Britton, who built Alma Villa, died at his residence 13 July 1887. He was born in the
town of Keene, New Hampshire, 16 November 1808.26 When he was quite young, his father moved
west to Jefferson County, New York. At the age of 18, Britton left home, and struck out for himself. He
had a great desire for education, and engaged with William Ruger, of Watertown, a then celebrated
mathematician, to do work about Mr. Ruger’s place in return for the privilege of attending his classes.
However, Britton`s father annulled it on the ground that Ruger had no right to appropriate his son`s
wages while a minor. It was the custom the day that all a young man earned over his actual living
expenses belonged to his father. Further, a boy leaving home must pay a certain amount of damages
after he became of age. When it came that his time was his own, he obtained a fair education and
taught in country schools.
In 1831 he hoped to relocate to Texas stemming from tales of prosperity, but did not have the funds.
Hearing that work and fair wages were to be obtained at Gananoque, he crossed the river. He was
readily employed by Charles McDonald, sr., and Col. Stone, and in a few months was making pails on his
own in a small factory, and peddled them through the country. In 1832 he married Nancy Maria Meilatt
of Perch River, N.Y. , and opened a small grocery, which soon extended into a general store. About the
same time he engaged in lumbering which he rafted and took to Quebec, and the sale of West Indies
slaves.
Shortly thereafter he purchased timber limits in the Shannonville area north of Deseronto, and
employed gangs of men to cut and raft it. This was a profitable business for nearly ten years, until bad
weather and debts of past owners of the timber rights undermined it. After that he confined his
lumbering operations to buying only what was offered for sale locally, which for many years was
considerable, and included the 1847 rental of a wharf, to supply wood to steamers.
In 1846 he built a store, but in course of erection a scaffold fell injuring him and killing another. He
never fully recovered. Before the building was completed, however, he bought out the store McDonald
store, and did business there until the fall of 1847, when he moved into his new store. For several years
around this time he also operated an ashery for potash production. In 1850 he built a wharf on
McDonald property, that for a long time was the principal fuel stop for steamers on the St. Lawrence,
with 12,000 to 20,000 cords of wood being sold each season. In December 1855 he was appointed
postmaster and held the position till his death. This was his foremost public commission.
In April 1882, having then been fifty years in mercantile business – and in poor health, he disposed of his
store to his youngest son, W.H. Britton, and J. Donovan, but continued with his responsibilities with the
Post Office, his coal and wood businesses, ashery, and the responsibility of several farms.
His son Charles Edwin Britton took over Alma Villa until his death in 1925, but little is known of him, as
curiously, his death was not even recorded locally in the Gananoque Reporter.
ARCHITECTURE
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Gananoque Reporter, “Death of Mr. D.F. Britton,” Saturday 16 July 1887.
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Design

Figure 16: Alma Villa viewed from the northeast, showing the front/north elevation on the right and the east/side
elevation on the left (E. Tumak, Dec. 2018).
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Figure 17: Alma Villa viewed from the northwest, showing the front/north elevation on the left and the west/side
elevation on the right (E. Tumak, Dec. 2018).

Alma Villa is a grand masonry structure with a symmetrical design with a commanding central wood
cupola, side gables of the front/main section, and back ell (extending the east side wall, and setback
from the front section on the west side) which accommodates both the principal stair and, further back,
the lower service wing. The main section is 2.5 storeys (including the principal stair portion) and the
service wing is 1.5 storeys. The front veranda is not an original component of the mid-19th century
design.

Figure 18: Alma Villa viewed from the southwest, showing the round-headed main stair window in the middle of
the image (E. Tumak, Dec. 2018).
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Figure 19: East elevation showing the fenestration of the front/principal room section on the right, the two
windows in the middle section (part of the back ell, but also part of the formal main section), and the back service
section with the paired, round-headed windows at the rear/south (E. Tumak, Dec. 2018).

The centre of the building is focussed on the slightly projecting, front entrance bay, with the wide arch
over the ground level main entrance, flanked by side lights. Above this are paired round-headed
windows, and then an oculus window under the gable. Situated at the centre of the main/front section
roof – but symmetrical with the front elevation – is the wood octagonal cupola with two round-headed
windows on each angle/face, and topped by a finial.
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Figure 20: Detail of the cupola (E. Tumak, Dec. 2018).

The sandstone walls are random coursed with more finely dressed treatment for the quoining, the
principal door surround, and the arches of both the entrance on the west elevation below the large
round-headed stair window (the largest opening of the structure) and the rear service wing door. All of
these entrances are set below shallow, wide segmental arches. The window sills appear to be
limestone, with the sills of the principal windows supported by a bracket at each end – and four below
the trio of arches of the side gables. The remaining windows have simple lug sills.
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Figure 21 (above ): Detail of the main entrance (E. Tumak, Dec.
2018).
Figure 22 (left): Detail of the west/side elevation showing
principal stair window and door below, at the join with the service wing (E. Tumak, Dec. 2018).

On the main section of the house, all the principal windows have non-structural decorative wood
surrounds, featuring prominent keystones and `ears` or `shoulders` at the upper corners or bases of the
arches. These windows are casement opening and the longer ones extend to the floor and formerly
provided access to shallow balconies or to the original east veranda (i.e., French doors), and all had
exterior shutters. For other windows and openings, exposed yellow brick expresses the voussoirs and
surrounds.
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Figure 23: Exterior view of one of the ground level casement window doors, i.e., French doors on the east elevation,
but without the original veranda (E. Tumak, Dec. 2018).

Figure 24: Ground level principal room of Alma Villa showing one of the floor length casement window doors, i.e.,
French doors, being used as an alcove for a couch (https://www.remaxriverview.com/389-KING-E-GANANOQUEON/K5553331/KArea - accessed 29 October 2018).
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The gable sections of the side elevations of front/main section of the house are symmetrical, and on the
main and second levels show the same window treatment surrounds as the front elevation.
The wide eaves of both the main roof and the cupola are supported by decorated brackets, with dentils
augmenting the decoration of the cupola eaves. Simple timbers support the eaves of the service wing.
The yellow brick chimney stacks are decorated with shallow relief arches with limestone keystones, set
over simple pilasters. Archival images indicate that the two chimneys at the rear were parged at a later
date.
Figure 25: Detail of the upper sections of the
back ell with the service wing portion in the
foreground and the portion associated with
the main house in the background (E. Tumak,
Dec. 2018).

Under the side elevation gables of the
front/main section are triple-groupings
of round-headed arches with brick
surrounds, with lower windows flanking
a taller blind centre arch (blind because
it is located directly below the
corresponding chimney).
Figure 26: Detail of the east, front chimney, and the fenestration
detail under the gable (E. Tumak, Dec. 2018).

The back service ell features mostly flat-topped voussoirs
openings except the segmental arch of the rear door on
the south, and the paired, round-headed windows that
provide the only illumination to its east elevation.
Style
Alma Villa is an excellent example of the Italianate Style,
and it unique in Gananoque. The style rose to popularity in
the U.S. and was popular in Canada from 1850-1900.27
Indicators of this style include the relatively modest pitch
of the roof, and the heavy massing and symmetrical design
of the front elevation which is focussed on the slightly
projecting centre bay, and features a grand ground level
entrance flanked by side lights, a second level with paired
round-headed windows, and then above this an oculus
window under the gable. Situated at the centre of the
main/front section roof – but symmetrical with the front

27

Blumenson, Ontario Architecture, p. 58-70.
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elevation – is the wood octagonal cupola with two round-headed windows on each angle, with the roof
topped by a finial.
Although non-structural, the decorative wood surrounds of the principal windows, with prominent
keystones and `ears` or `shoulders` at the upper corners or bases of the arches is also in keeping with
the Italianate style, as are the wide eaves of both the main roof and the cupola supported by decorated
brackets. The brickwork of the upper level round-headed windows and chimneys further expresses the
Italianate style.
The front veranda is not an original component of the mid-19th century design, nor is it in keeping with
the Italianate style.

Figure 27: Britton residence during the occupancy of C.E. Britton, ca. 1900 (D. Rombough postcard and photograph
collection).

Figures 9 and 26, show even greater elaboration associated with an Italianate style power house, such
as the storm porch accessed by the flared stair knee wall rail with the deck above surrounded by an
elaborate parapet, and the shallow balconies off most of the principal ground level windows (i.e., French
doors). The windows are protected by four-part shutters. Also visible is the brickwork of the rear
chimneys that is in keeping with the front chimneys.
Alma Villa is an excellent example of the Italianate style, and the only high style Italianate example in
Gananoque, as the McCammon house, and other residences, are more in keeping with the Italian Villa
style or much more modest examples of the Italianate style.
Architect/Designer, Builder
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The architect/designer, and/or builder of Alma Villa are not known at this time. Although the Italianate
style was extremely popular in Canada and the U.S., few architects of note are associated with this style.
Instead, stylistic and design forms were generally provided through pattern books.28 Nonetheless,
whatever the source, Alma Villa shows a masterful design.
ENVIRONMENT
Compatibility with Heritage Environs
Alma Villa was originally located on a spacious property on the eastern edge of the settlement. The
current property has a frontage of 141 feet and depth of 259 feet (roughly .85 acre)
While historical atlas documentation indicates that there was residential development on the north side
of King Street East at least by the start of the 1860s, there was no development on the south side of the
street east of William Street to Alma Villa and continuing eastward from it as demonstrated in Figures
28-29).
The original building was enhanced by a porch with elaborate woodwork on the east elevation, and set
amidst stately trees, and the garden considered a thing of beauty and admiration with its flowers and
shrubbery.29 Based on town plans from 1861-62 and 1947, no outbuildings of note seem to have been
associated with the property during this period. While some large trees are present on the front and
the sides of the building and there is lawn at the front, the current landscaping is quite minimal. The
rear of the property is gravel.

28

Blumenson, Ontario Architecture, p. 58-70.
Gananoque Reporter, “Fine Old Home for Tourists: The Britton Homestead in New Hands After Three Quarters of
a Century,” Thursday 29 September 1927.
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Figure 28: Alma Villa shown in upper right corner and surrounding development of the settlement ca. 1861-62
(Illustrated Historical Atlas of the Counties of Leeds and Grenville, Canada West, surveys by H.F. Walling (Kingston:
Putnam and Walling, 1861-62, reprint ed. Belleville: Mika Publishing, 1973), p. 20.
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Figure 29: Detail of 1861-62 map showing the D.F. Britton House (with back ell), with no development on the south
side of King St. E. on either side of the residence, but with development across the street (Illustrated Historical Atlas
of the Counties of Leeds and Grenville, Canada West, surveys by H.F. Walling (Kingston: Putnam and Walling, 186162, reprint ed. Belleville: Mika Publishing, 1973), p. 20).
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Figure 30: Broader development around Alma Villa, ca. 1947 (Underwriter’s Survey Bureau: Insurance Plan of
Gananoque, plan dated 1947, sheet/map 10).
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Figure 31: Development in immediate area around Alma Villa, with indication that commercial development had
started to occur on the south side of King Street East on either side of the property as illustrated with sketched in
buildings. There is no porch shown on the front, only on the east elevation (Underwriter’s Survey Bureau:
Insurance Plan of Gananoque, plan dated 1947, sheet/map 10).
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Unlike residences of other Gananoque elite, the above noted mid-19th and mid-20th century town plans
indicate that Alma Villa stood alone without other grand residences nearby. The residences that
developed directly opposite were modest in size.
Most of these 19th century residences remain, although there has been significant modification to the
environs. Automotive businesses, set closer to the street, face and flank Alma Villa, and further east and
west along King Street East it is not only primarily commercial, but relatively recent strip development.
Most of these businesses have large signs set close to the street, including on the Alma Villa property
which advertises the realty business that operates from the building. To the rear/south of the Alma Villa
property are the large fenced grounds of the Gananoque Secondary School.

Figure 32: View looking west along the north side of King Street East towards the town centre, with a portion of the
automotive facility that is located directly opposite Alma Villa, and the older housing stock further west including
the stone house at 380 King Street East (E. Tumak, Oct. 2018).
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Figure 33: Alma Villa, 389 Kings Street East, highlighted by the red marker point, view from the north, showing the
surrounding development and Gananoque Secondary School sports grounds to the immediate south (Google Earth,
accessed Dec. 2018).

Community Context / Landmark Status
Alma Villa had a prominent place in Gananoque first as one of the grandest residences, and then with
the tourism industry from the late 1920s until the 1980s as a guest house until 1967 and then an
antiques store. Since the 1980s it has served as a realty office. While some of this background and
status may be known by long-time residents or those familiar with the town’s history, it is not a
landmark in the municipality, and the cupola does not attract attention while driving in the vicinity. Its
prominence is further undermined by commercial enterprises set close to either side, that are closer to
the street and/or more prominent. It is part of Gananoque’s commercial progressive district.
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EVALUATION
O. Reg. 9/06 Criteria
1.

Y/N

Summary

The property has design value or physical value because it,

i.
is a rare, unique, representative or
early example of a style, type, expression,
material, or construction method,

Y

The property is rare as the only example of a highstyle example of the Italianate style in Gananoque,
and exemplary example in Ontario for this style.

ii. displays a high degree of
craftsmanship or artistic merit, or

Y

The property displays a high degree of craftsmanship
and artistic merit.

iii. demonstrates a high degree of
technical or scientific achievement.

N

The property does not demonstrate a high degree of
technical or scientific achievement.

2.

The property has historical value or associative value because it,

i.
has direct associations with a theme,
event, belief, person, activity, organization or
institution that is significant to a community,

Y

The property is associated with the Britton family of
Gananoque who rose to prominence in the second
half of the 19th century in mercantile, industrial,
lumbering and postal administration. From the late1920s until the 1980s, it was associated with the
immensely important local tourism industry
associated with visitor accommodation and then as
an antiques store which provided interest activities for
tourists.

ii. yields, or has the potential to yield,
information that contributes to an
understanding of a community or culture, or

Y

The property yields information that contributes to an
understanding of a community from the mid-19th to
late-20th centuries, based on its association with the
Britton family and as a facility associated with the
tourism industry.
The property may exhibit some archaeological
potential. However, archaeology can be addressed
through another process. An archaeological
assessment by a licenced archaeologist may be
required.

iii. demonstrates or reflects the work or
ideas of an architect, artist, builder, designer
or theorist who is significant to a community.
3.

Y

The builder unknown is unknown at this time, but it is
a masterful design.

N

The property retains part of its former villa estate lot
parameters, but development in the past several
decades has undermined not only the extent of its

The property has contextual value because it,

i.
is important in defining, maintaining or
supporting the character of an area,
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O. Reg. 9/06 Criteria

Y/N

Summary
traditional surrounding grounds, but also the broader
surrounding character.

ii. is physically, functionally, visually or
historically linked to its surroundings, or

N

The property is no longer linked to its traditional
surrounding landscape, and now sits as an isolate
parcel with a predominance of commercial, strip
development properties.

iii. is a landmark

N

The property is not a landmark.

HERITAGE ATTRIBUTES
-

-

-

-

-

-

an excellent example of the Italianate style;
grand masonry structure with a symmetrical design topped by a commanding central wood
cupola, side gables of the front/main section, and back ell (extending flush with the east side
wall, and setback from the front section on the west side) which accommodates both the
principal stair and, further back, the lower service wing;
2.5 storey main/front section (which includes the principal stair window) and the 1.5 storey
service wing;
the central focus of the building on the slightly projecting front entrance bay, with the wide arch
over the ground level main entrance, flanked by side lights: above which are paired roundheaded windows, and then an oculus window under the gable;
the detailing of the wood cupola, with its two round-headed windows on each angle, and finial
top;
the random course sandstone walls with more finely dressed treatment for the quoining, the
principal door surround, and the arches of both the entrance on the west elevation below the
large round-headed stair window, and the rear service wing door – all set below shallow, wide
segmental arches
limestone window sills, with the principal windows featuring a bracket at each end – and four
below the trio of arches of the side gables, with the remaining windows have simple lug sills;
the non-structural decorative wood surrounds of the front/main component of the house,
featuring prominent keystones and `ears` or `shoulders` at the upper corners or bases of the
arches;
exposed yellow brick for the other windows and openings of the voussoirs and surrounds;
the original casement opening windows of the main/front section of which many extend to the
floor that provided access to shallow balconies or the original east veranda (i.e., French doors);
the triple-groupings of round-headed arches under the side elevation gables of the front/main
section, with the lower windows flanking a taller blind centre arch (located directly below the
corresponding chimney);
exposed yellow brick of the chimney stacks which are decorated with shallow relief arches with
limestone keystones, set over simple brick pilasters;
the symmetrical side elevations under the gables of the front/main section of the house ;
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-

-

-

the wide eaves of both the main roof and the cupola supported by decorated brackets, with
dentils augmenting the decoration of the cupola eaves, which contrast with the simple timbers
supporting the eaves of the service wing;
the back service ell with its mostly flat-topped voussoirs openings save for the segmental arch of
the rear door on the south, and the paired, round-headed windows that provide the only
illumination to its east elevation;
remnant of a villa estate lot property.
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MOTION / RESOLUTION OF COUNCIL

DATE: June 4, 2019
Subject: Confirming By-law – June 4, 2019
MOVED BY:
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BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF GANANOQUE PASS BY-LAW NO. 2019-056, BEING A
BY-LAW TO CONFIRM THE PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL AT ITS REGULAR MEETING HELD ON JUNE 4TH, 2019,
BE READ THREE TIMES AND FINALLY PASSED THIS 4TH DAY OF JUNE, 2019.
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