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The Corporation of the Town of  

HERITAGE COMMITTEE AGENDA 
July 12, 2017 @ 6:00 PM 

At ES Building Boardroom, 340 Herbert Street 

Item Title/Description Recommended Action / 
Attachment 

Draft 
Motion 

1 CALL TO ORDER 

2 ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

3 HEALTH SAFETY & WELLNESS 

4 DISCLOSURE OF PECUNIARY INTEREST & THE GENERAL NATURE THEREOF 

5 PUBLIC QUESTION/COMMENT 

6 DEPUTATIONS 

7 REPORTS/NEW BUSINESS 

Ferncliff Property Designation Update Recommendation 

Designation Bylaws  Update 

Heritage Registry (sample attached) Update 

Heritage Alteration Application - St. John Church 

Update Blinkbonnie Designation 

Discussion Heritage Tree Program 

Update 

8 CORRESPONDENCE 

9 
MINUTES OF COMMITTEE (ADOPTION) 

May 25, 2017 

10 MEMBERS OF THE PRESS QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS 

11 ADJOURNMENT 

Walking Tour Brochure

Recommendation

June 27, 2017

Resignation - Alan Fitzhugh Update
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Town of Perth – Municipal Register of Cultural Heritage Properties 
 
(The Ontario Heritage Act requires that the Register include all properties that are protected by the municipality (Section 29) or by the Minister of Culture (Section 34.5). 
 
 
No. Legal Description Owner’s Name and Address Statement of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest By-law No.  Registered on Title 


1 Daley-Reid Building (former 
Perth Public Utilities 
Commission (PUC) Building) 


Owner:  The Corporation of the 
Town of Perth 


 
Address:  13 Gore Street West 
 
CON 2 PT LOT 2 PT PARK LOT 
1;PT LOT 10 PLAN 8828 
RP;27R7807 PART 1 
 
Roll No. 092103006000300-0000 


Built in 1880. 2 ½ storey frame structure with rough cast stucco finish 3404  


      
2 Roderick Matheson Building 


(Shaw’s of Perth) 
Orig. Owner:  Roderick Matheson 
 
Current Owner:  Shaw’s of Perth 


Ltd. 
 
Address:  1-3 Gore Street East 
 
PLAN 8828 PT LOT 3 S FOSTER  
 
Roll No. 092102004502700-0000 


Cultural and Historical Value:  
A distinguished veteran of the War of 1812, Roderick Matheson took up Crown granted land in the Perth 
area in 1818. He purchased the subject lot from William Pitt in 1821 and established a general 
merchandise business in this location. The initial buildings on the site were probably frame structures 
including Matheson's house. In 1840, his frame house was moved to the corner of Drummond and 
Herriott Streets.  Matheson commissioned the construction of his substantial home, now the Perth 
Museum, at 11 Gore St. East, and the first sections of the commercial buildings on the site. Matheson 
continued his interest in and ownership of the complex until his death in 1873. Colonel, the Honorable 
Roderick Matheson, was clearly a most significant citizen of early Perth with involvement in the 
commerce, politics and military life of the area. 
 
In 1859, Matheson's second daughter, Flora, married Henry Dowsley Shaw. Shaw then took over the 
operation of the store and subsequently formed a partnership with Charles, the third son of Roderick 
Matheson, to run the business until 1893. At that point, Shaw’s son, Henry Montague, purchased the 
business and eventually bought the property from the Matheson estate in 1920. Succeeding family 
members continued the business until 1977 when a small group of local businessmen took ownership 
and continue to operate under the name of Shaws of Perth. 
 
Both the main building and adjacent coach house have housed numerous other tenants including the 
Perth Expositor from 1861 to 1896. Currently, the coach house is a commercial property. 
 


2520 
 


2520-1 


 
 


LC129605 
(January 7, 2013) 
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No. Legal Description Owner’s Name and Address Statement of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest By-law No.  Registered on Title 


3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Matheson House  
(Perth Museum) 


Orig. Owner:  Roderick Matheson 
 
Current Owner:  The Corporation of 


the Town of Perth 
 
Address:  11 Gore Street East 
 
PART OF LOT 3, N. SIDE OF 
HERRIOTT STREET AND PART 
OF LOT 3, S. SIDE OF FOSTER 
STREET.  PLAN 8828  
 
Roll No. 092102004502600 


Built in 1840, just 24 years after the Perth Military Settlement was begun, Matheson House was 
designated by the Federal government as a National Historic Site in 1966 for three major reasons:  as an 
outstanding example of an early Scottish-Canadian, classically inspired design; as a key element of one 
of the best surviving streetscapes in Canada reminiscent of this 19th century period; and, because of its 
connections with the prominent Matheson family.  The main Gore Street façade is largely as it was 
constructed of coursed stone framed by finished stone quoins flush with the wall surfaces.  A two-storey, 
imposing residence with five bays, the centre three bays project slightly and are capped by a large  gable 
with central, circular fan.  A semi-elliptical fanlight and sidelights with fine wood tracery frame the inset 
main entrance.  The north and south façades are gabled and composed of coarse rubble stone.  The 
whole building is set back modestly from the street and its importance is emphasized by the stone and 
wrought iron fence framing the property on two sides. 
 
The most important historical connection of this building relates to two generations of the Matheson’s.  
Roderick Matheson immigrated to Canada in 1805 and initially followed a military career, seeing action 
with the Glengarry Light Infantry Fencibles in the War of 1812.  Settling in Perth in 1817 with a major land 
grant, he then began a successful business career establishing both his store and home at the centre of 
the community.  His continuing military service culminated with his appointment as the Colonel in charge 
of the First Military District, Canada West, in 1855.  Active in federal politics as well, at Confederation he 
was appointed to the first Senate by Sir John A. Macdonald.  Matheson’s fifth son, Lt. Col. The 
Honourable Arthur J. Matheson, followed in his father’s footsteps in business, in law, militia and politics.  
Serving as the Mayor of Perth in 1883/4, he then entered the provincial arena and rose to importance as 
the Treasurer of Ontario from 1905 until his untimely death in 1913.  Throughout, he managed the 
family’s commercial interests and resided in the home for his entire life. 
 
From 1930 until 1947, the building was a hotel and tea room.  It then became the Perth Branch of the 
Royal Canadian Legion until, in 1966, it was purchased by the Town and converted to house the 
Archibald M. Campbell Memorial Museum (Perth Museum).  In the same year, the house was designated 
as a National Historic Site and a commemorative plaque to this effect is located adjacent to the main 
entry. 
 


2439 
 


2439-1 


84777 
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No. Legal Description Owner’s Name and Address Statement of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest By-law No.  Registered on Title 


4 Kellock Block Orig. Owner:  Roderick Matheson 
 
Current Owner:  Parcel 2: “Perth 


Apothecary Limited” 
 
Address:  41-43 Gore Street East 
 
PLAN 8828 PT LOT 3 N;HERRIOTT 
RP 27R4121 PARTS 1;TO 7  
 
Roll No. 092102004502000-0000 
  
 
 
 


Roderick Matheson, as the original property owner of the lots in question, commissioned the contractor, 
John Ellis, to build this block for leasing purposes in the late 1840's. On the ground floor, at street level, 
there are 3 entrances: one for each business entry at numbers 39 & 43 and one in the middle at number 
41 which leads to the upper floors. 
 
The initial occupants at 39 Gore were a succession of different businesses until in 1898 the property was 
taken over by the Perth Courier. One of the oldest continuing local newspapers in Canada, the Perth 
Courier has remained in this location until 2011. For the majority of its lifetime, the Perth Courier was 
owned and operated by the Walker family and its descendants.  Note the incised letter ‘W’ on the stone 
sill below the show windows. 
 
From 1848 to 1858, 43 Gore was operated as furriers by Mr. M. Billings. It then began its lengthy history 
as a pharmacy under Mr. A. Allen until 1861 when the operation was taken over by Dr. John Kellock, 
M.D.  Dr. Kellock, a Queen's graduate and long term member of the Perth Board of Education, sold the 
pharmacy operation to his brother, Dr. James Kellock in 1880 who continued the business until 1901. 
There are indications that the Kellocks added an additional upper floor during their period in the block. A 
pharmacy continued in this location under various owners until 1997 and was generally known as the 
Perth Apothecary in its latter years. Currently its use has changed to become O'Reilly's Pub.  The upper 
floors, identified as 41 Gore, have seen numerous residential users as well as offices and other 
enterprises. A notable occupant in the last decade of the 1800's was the Mechanics Institute Library. 
 


2525 
 
 


2525-1 


Instrument No. 91636 
(January 30, 1984) 


 
LC129608 


(January 7, 2013) 


      
5 Kellock Block Orig. Owner:  Roderick Matheson 


 
Current Owner:  The legal owner is 


“The Courier 
Publishing 
Company of Perth 
Limited” 


 
Address:  39 Gore Street East 
 
PLAN 8828 PT LOT 3 N; 
HERRIOTT  
 
Roll No. 092102004502100-0000 


Roderick Matheson, as the original property owner of the lots in question, commissioned the contractor, 
John Ellis, to build this block for leasing purposes in the late 1840's.  On the ground floor, at street level, 
there are 3 entrances: one for each business entry at numbers 39 and 43 and one in the middle at 
number 41 which leads to the upper floors. 
 
The initial occupants at 39 Gore were a succession of different businesses until in 1898 the property was 
taken over by The Perth Courier.  One of the oldest continuing local newspapers in Canada, the Perth 
Courier had remained in this location until 2011. For the majority of its lifetime, The Perth Courier was 
owned and operated by the Walker family and its descendants.  Note the incised letter ‘W’ on the stone 
sill below the show windows. 
 
From 1848 to 1858, 43 Gore was operated as furriers by Mr. M. Billings.  It then began its lengthy history 
as a pharmacy under Mr. A. Allen until 1861 when the operation was taken over by Dr. John Kellock, 
M.D.  Dr. Kellock, a Queen's graduate and longterm member of the Perth Board of Education, sold the 
pharmacy operation to his brother, Dr. James Kellock in 1880 who continued the business until 1901.  
There are indications that the Kellocks added an additional upper floor during their period in the block. A 
pharmacy continued in this location under various owners until 1997 and was generally known as the 
Perth Apothecary in its latter years.  Currently its use has changed to become O'Reilly's Pub.  The upper 
floors, identified as 41 Gore, have seen numerous residential users as well as offices and other 
enterprises.  A notable occupant in the last decade of the 1800's was the Mechanics Institute Library. 
 


2526 
 
 
 


2526-1 


Instrument No. 91637 
(January 30, 1984) 


 
 


LC129609 
(January 7, 2013) 
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No. Legal Description Owner’s Name and Address Statement of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest By-law No.  Registered on Title 
6 Mathews Building 


(Riverguild) 
Orig. Owner:  John Matthews 
 
Address:  50-55 Gore Street East 
 
PLAN 8828 LOT 3 S HERRIOTT  
 
Roll No. 092102004501800-0000 


This building is of visual significance to the total streetscape of the main street of Perth, Ontario.  2300  


      
7 The Sheriff’s House Orig. Owner:  Francis Halliday 


 
Current Owner:  John Jonkman 
 
Address:  57-61 Gore Street East 
 
PLAN 8828 PT LOT 8 PT LOT 9;RP 
27R2825 PARTS 1 AND 2  
 
Roll No. 092102004501700-0000 


This building has been described as representative of the Early Scottish Canadian style.  Above a 
continuous cornice, with returns, across the entire Gore Street façade, it features a central, triangular 
dormer with an inset semi-circular window opening trimmed in cut stone.  Although for its first 75 years it 
was a residence only, the building is an important element of the main streetscape in Perth consisting 
largely of commercial enterprises. 
 
Built in 1841 by Francis Halliday, an early settler and harness maker, the residence was purchased in 
1846 by James Thompson, a native of County Leitrim, Ireland, who had been the manager and then 
owner of the Bathurst Courier.  In 1852 Thompson became the Sheriff of Lanark & Renfrew Counties 
until 1866 and of Lanark County until 1903.  Following his death in 1912, the building has seen a 
succession of owners who operated various commercial activities on the site.  Throughout this period, 
the building has continued to be known locally as the “Sheriff’s House”. 
 


2458 
 
 


2458-2 


Instrument No. 78875 
 
 


LC116491 
(November 4, 2011) 


      
8 Charles Rice (Thomas-


Wright) Building 
Orig. Owner:  Charles Rice 
 
Current Owner:  Basin Theatre 


Development Inc. 
 
Address:  63-65 Gore Street East 
 
COCKBURN ISLAND PLAN 8828 
RP;27R4141 PART 25 
RP27R5773;PART 5 RP 27R7820 
PART 23;SUBJ TO ROW  
 
Roll No.  092102004501600-0000 
 


Charles Rice, the son of an early settler in the Perth area, was born on the family farm in Drummond 
Township in 1822.  A largely self-educated man, Rice was apprenticed in 1839 to James Thompson, the 
proprietor of the Bathurst Courier.  By the early 1850’s Rice had become the owner, editor and publisher 
of the paper; housed its operations on the second floor of this building and, in 1857, changed its name to 
The Perth Courier.  In addition to his business and professional life, Rice was the Secretary of the Board 
of School Trustees of Perth for some 40 years. 
 
The appointment of Charles Rice as the Clerk of the County Court in 1862, an office he held for almost 
40 years, occasioned the sale of the paper to G.L. Walker, who continued its operations at this address 
until the late 1800’s. The name of the building derives from two businesses which occupied the ground 
floor for a number of years. H.B. Wright, Furrier, owned the building from 1867 followed by Wright & Son, 
Tailors, until 1930. From 1958 to 1972, Mr. Jack Thomas owned and operated an optometry business in 
the building. The upper floors have been used both as commercial and residential space over the years 
until, in 1994, the building was renovated and extended by Commonwealth Historic Resource 
Management Ltd., for the Perth Theatre Project, with the ground floor on Gore Street continuing its 
commercial vocation. 
 


3053 
 
 


3053-1 


LC131900 
(April 11, 2013) 


 
LC131957 


(April 11, 2013) 
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No. Legal Description Owner’s Name and Address Statement of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest By-law No.  Registered on Title 
9 Francis Holliday Building 


(The Soong Building) 
Orig. Owner:  Francis Halliday 
 
Current Owner:  John J. Stewart 


Restoration 
Services Inc. 


 
Address:  69-71 Gore Street East 
 
PT LT 6 PL8828 LANARK S LYING 
WITHIN COCKBURN ISLAND 
DRUMMOND; PT TAY ST 
COCKBURN ISLAND PL8828 
LANARK S DRUMMOND 
(FORMERLY PETER ST) CLOSED 
BY RS81082 AMENDED BY 
RS117364 AS IN RS207730; T/W 
RS207730 S/T RS207730; PERTH 
(PIN 05178-0024). 
 


Established in 1831, the Tay Navigation Co. obtained the land rights on Cockburn Island and, over time, 
sold lots to finance its operations.  This particular lot was sold in 1846 to Francis Holliday, a son of one of 
the first settlers of the Scotch Line, who it is believed constructed the commercial building and, in turn, 
sold it to Thomas Jamieson, Saddler. Divided as a duplex on the ground level, the building was served 
by three entries. No. 67 accessed the upper floors that for some 60 years, was used as offices by a 
succession of law firms and then became apartments for the Harry Johnston and Howard Soong 
families. The two store spaces at ground level, Nos. 69 and 71, were rented by a number of commercial 
enterprises until, in 1910, No. 69 became a Chinese restaurant and retained this vocation for some 75 
years.  
 
Becoming vacant in 1985, the building fell into disrepair over a period of 15 years. The structure was 
purchased in 1999 by John J. Stewart Restorations and sympathetically renovated to provide a single 
unit for the purpose of restaurant use on two levels.  
 


3423 
 
 


3423-1 


LC131901 
(April 11, 2013) 


 
LC131956 


(April 11, 2013) 


      
10 McMillan Building  Orig. Owner:  The Corporation of 


the Town of Perth 
 
Current Owner:  R. J. Corvari 
 
Address:  77 Gore Street East 
 
PLAN 8828 PT LOT 5 N BASIN;RP 
27R6566 PART 1 
 
Roll No. 092102004501300-0000 
 


This building is the only institutional example of the Beaux Arts Style in Perth.  It was erected as the 
Perth Public Library in 1907, with the assistance of a $10,000 grant from the Carnegie Foundation.  The 
third floor held meeting rooms and housed the Archibald Campbell Memorial Museum exhibits until they 
were moved to Matheson House in 1966.  The building served as Perth’s Library until January 1980 
when a fire destroyed the contents.  In 1981 the building was designated as a historical building.  Local 
contractor, Mr. Gordon McMillan purchased the property and re-built the interior retaining all the 
significant elements of the exterior façades.  The interior was altered to suit building codes and 
commercial demand and has housed a succession of commercial enterprises since 1984. 
 
Typical of the Beaux Arts style, the building displays a highly visible central entrance flanked by temple-
like side façades.  Rectangular, mostly red brick, protruding yellow brick columns with Ionic stone 
capitals segment the two street façades and there are triple keystones above the round arched tops of 
the windows on the second floor.  A deep, moulded wood course with protruding eaves and brackets 
above the second floor provides a base for a wide, boxed gable on each street façade with centered, 
circular window. White brick columns above the eave repeat the vertical lines of the lower columns on 
either side of the gables and the same brick is used in the balustrade, which caps the edge of the flat 
roof.  The building is designed in red and yellow (buff) brick set on a purple-streaked sandstone base and 
modeled after the main office of the Bank of Montreal in Toronto (1885, Darling and Curry, architects), 
which is now the Hockey Hall of Fame. 
 


2381 
 
 


2381-1 


81159 
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No. Legal Description Owner’s Name and Address Statement of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest By-law No.  Registered on Title 
11 Perth Town Hall Orig. Owner:  The Corporation of 


the Town of Perth 
 
Current Owner:  As above 
 
Address:  80 Gore Street East 
 
PLAN 8828 L MARKET SQ  
 
Roll No. 092102004504400-0000 
 


As opposed to the many more simply designed stone buildings on Gore Street, the Town Hall is more 
imposing in scale and features an extensive amount of architectural detailing in both wood and stone.  
Examples of these embellishments include the vermiculated stone surrounds of the elongated round top 
windows, string coursing, prominent quoins and dentils, banded front entrance, large inset gable over the 
frontispiece, and the elaborate bell and clock tower/cupola assembly added in 1874.  These details 
portray a building designed to distinguish a significant public edifice at the period of its construction.  
Major renovations in 2001/03 included exterior restoration work which was sensitive to the heritage 
values of the building. 
 
Initially, the building housed the offices of the municipality and the Post Office and the entire second floor 
provided a large assembly hall for public meetings, concerts etc.  The rear extension was designed to 
accommodate rental market stalls which, over time did not prove successful and it was converted for use 
by the fire and police departments, and the Perth Citizens Band.  The fire and police departments moved 
to a new building on Rogers Road in 1999.  It is noteworthy that the building has served as the Town Hall 
for almost 150 years. 
 
Indicative of the heritage value of the building, the Town Hall was designated by the National Historic 
Sites and Monuments Board of Canada in 1984. A plaque commemorating this designation is 
prominently located near the main entry. 
 


2586 
 
 


2586-1 


 


      
12 Dr. William Grant Building 


(Crain & Stewart Building) 
Orig. Owner:   Possibly Dr. William 


Grant 
 
Current Owner:  Ronald Joseph 


Corvari 
 
Address:  85-87 Gore Street East  
 
PT LT 2, PL8828 LANARK S LYING 
WITHIN COCKBURN ISLAND 
DRUMMOND AS IN RS97797; 
PERTH (05178-0028). 
 
Roll No. 092102004501100-0000 


These two buildings  (85-87 and 89-91 Gore Street East)  represent a change in architectural style on the 
main street of Perth from the classic stone prevalent in earlier years to brick-faced with Victorian 
features. However, initially, they retained the common functional pattern of commerce on the ground floor 
and residential or office uses on the upper floors. It is assumed that Dr. Grant commissioned their 
construction after having purchased them with the right to build against Doran’s property to the south. 
Grant practiced medicine in Perth until the early 1880’s as well as providing pharmacy services; first in 
part of Doran’s building and then in 91 Gore.  He resided on the upper floors at 89 Gore.  Since the late 
19th century, a number of different commercial and residential uses have occupied the property. 
 
The store level at 85-87 Gore Street East was for many years (1877-1941) the home of McLaren’s 
Bakery. From 1941 to 1989, it was a private residence and since then has housed the office of the 
Community Living Association. The upper floors, accessed at 85 Gore, have been residential apartments 
throughout.  
 


2643 
 
 


2643-1 


102171 
(May 21, 1986) 


 
LC129614 


(January 1, 2013) 


      
13 Dr. William Grant Building 


(McLaren Building) 
Orig. Owner:   Possibly Dr. William 


Grant 
 
Current Owner:  Ronald Joseph 


Corvari 
 
Address: 89-91 Gore Street East 
 
PLAN 8828 PT LOT 2 S BASIN  
 
Roll No. 092102004501000-0000 
 


These two buildings (85-87 and 89-91 Gore Street East) represent a change in architectural style on the 
main street of Perth from the classic stone prevalent in earlier years to brick-faced with Victorian 
features. However, initially, they retained the common functional pattern of commerce on the ground floor 
and residential or office uses on the upper floors. It is assumed that Dr. Grant commissioned their 
construction after having purchased them with the right to build against Doran’s property to the south. 
Grant practiced medicine in Perth until the early 1880’s as well as providing pharmacy services; first in 
part of Doran’s building and then in 91 Gore.  He resided on the upper floors at 89 Gore.  Since the late 
19th century, a number of different commercial and residential uses have occupied the property. 
 
The store level at 85-87 Gore Street East was for many years (1877-1941) the home of McLaren’s 
Bakery. From 1941 to 1989, it was a private residence and since then has housed the office of the 
Community Living Association. The upper floors, accessed at 85 Gore, have been residential apartments 
throughout.  
 


2643 
 
 


2643-1 


102171 
(May 21, 1986) 


 
LC129614 


(January 1, 2013) 
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No. Legal Description Owner’s Name and Address Statement of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest By-law No.  Registered on Title 
14 Doran Block (Riverside 


Apartments) 
Orig. Owner:  John Doran 
 
Current Owner:  Ronald Joseph 


Corvari and Carol 
Anne Nelder-
Corvari 


 
Address:  93-99 Gore Street East 
 
PLAN 8828 LOT 1 PT LOT 2 
S;BASIN  
 
Roll No. 092102004500900-0000 
 


In addition to his obvious talents as a businessman, John Doran was involved in local politics and was 
Reeve of the Town of Perth and Warden of Lanark County in 1868. Subsequently, Doran moved to 
Pembroke and finally became the Stipendiary Magistrate of Nipissing District residing in North Bay. 
 
The significant building he left in the town accommodated many local businesses as tenants throughout 
its history and has retained its residential character on the upper floors. Changing ownership several 
times through the years, the majority including Doran were proprietors for investment purposes and did 
not reside on the premises. 
 


2814 
 
 


2814-1 


LC131903 
(April 11, 2013) 


 
LC131958 


(April 11, 2013) 


      
15 The Robertson Building - 


Music Hall 
Orig. Owner:  James Robertson 
 
Current Owner:  James H. and 


Janet (Farmer) 
Coward 


 
Address:  11 - 15 D’Arcy Street 
 
PLAN 8828 PARK LOT 1 LOTS 
38;AND 39 PT LOTS 37 AND 40 
RP;27R7131 PARTS 1 TO 3  
 
Roll No. 092103006006400-0000 
 
 


Although both houses display finely crafted stonework particularly on the main façade of coursed, 
finished sandstone, the composition is lacking in any conspicuous refinements.  However, the front 
corners are emphasized by larger, scribed and alternating cornerstones in the same plane as the 
adjoining walls.  The windows on the D’Arcy Street elevation on both floors are regularly spaced, 6 over 
6 in wood and are framed by finished rectangular lintels and sills.  Current protruding and gabled porticos 
are offset in both cases and the door at Number 13 has been converted to a window, with the shadows 
of the original entrance surround visible on the stone walls.  
 
The historical connections of these houses are quite different.  On the west end, Number 15 was 
designed to provide a large music hall on the second floor as well as a shop and residential space on the 
main floor below.  The space was used for concerts, meetings of various Temperance societies and 
political gatherings.  It also provided space, briefly, for the First Baptist congregation while its church was 
built next door in 1888 (replacing the original building of 1842).  In the 1890’s the building was converted 
to residential units (Numbers 13 and 15) by members of the extended Farmer family. 
 
Number 11 on the east end is known for having been owned by Dr. J.K. Kennedy, from 1871 to 1920.  
Dr. Kennedy, a local dentist, was related by marriage to the Rev. Thomas P. Henderson who had 
persuaded the family of Alexander Graham Bell to move to Canada from Scotland.  This connection 
resulted in the installation of the first privately owned telephone in Canada in 1877, linking Dr. Kennedy’s 
home with his dental office on Foster Street.  Dr. Kennedy then became an agent of the Bell Telephone 
Company. The first switchboard in Perth was located in this house from 1885 to 1890. 
 
Colin S. Farmer purchased the property at 11 D’Arcy in 1946 in addition to his brothers’ shares of the 
property at 15 D’Arcy Street and converted the buildings to apartment units, thus providing its current 
nomenclature.  In 1967 Mr. Farmer installed bronze plaques at each entry summarizing the historical 
background of the houses. 
 


2522 
 
 


2522-1 


916133 
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No. Legal Description Owner’s Name and Address Statement of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest By-law No.  Registered on Title 
16 St. Andrews Presbyterian 


Church 
Orig. Owner:  Presbyterian Church 
 
Current Owner:  Presbyterian 


Church 
 
Address:  1 Drummond Street West 
 
PLAN 8828 PT LOT 5 N FOSTER  
 
Roll No. 092103005501000-0000 
 


Built in 1927/28, this church building is a conservative example of the traditional Gothic Revival style 
prevalent in ecclesiastical architecture of the period.  It is the descendant of three original Presbyterian 
churches in Perth.  The first church was opened by the Reverend William Bell in 1819 at the corner of 
Drummond and Halton Streets.  St. Andrew’s, located at the corner of Drummond and Craig Streets 
opened in 1832.  The third Presbyterian Church, Knox, is now known as St. Paul’s United on Gore Street 
at D’Arcy.  First and St. Andrew’s amalgamated around the time of Rev. Bell’s death (1857) and both 
buildings were destroyed by fire before the new St. Andrew’s was built.  The Merchants Bank building 
(originally the Commercial Bank of Canada) was used by St. Andrew’s as a Sabbath School and as a 
Hall from 1921, and purchased from the Bank of Montreal on May 26th 1923. Though attached, this 
building is designated separately.  The present structure is part of a streetscape of impressive late 19th 
and early 20th century buildings.  The church contains numerous stained glass windows donated by 
parishioners and installed at the time of construction. 
 
The interior has a nave, transepts, gallery and choir loft, with a total seating capacity of 636.  The interior 
finish is a rough plaster, with open truss roof and purlins and trusses stained in chestnut brown. 
 
On the St. Andrew’s property, at the Drummond Street entrance, is a Province of Ontario historical 
plaque dedicated as a memorial to the Reverend William Bell, the first Protestant clergyman in Perth, 
arriving in 1817.  He was one of the most influential Presbyterians in Upper Canada and ministered to 
the settlers in the Bathurst District for some 40 years.  His journals are one of the most valuable records 
of life in the province in the first half of the 19th century. 
 


2978 
 
 


2978-1 


 


      
17 St. Andrew’s Church Hall and 


Apartment 
Orig. Owner: 
 
Current Owner:  
 
Address:  25-27 Foster Street 
 


This stone building was built c. 1860’s and was the first Commercial Bank and later Merchants Bank. 2979  
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No. Legal Description Owner’s Name and Address Statement of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest By-law No.  Registered on Title 
18 St. James the Apostle 


Anglican Church,           
Rectory and Stonewall 


Orig. Owner:  St. James the Apostle 
Anglican Church 


 
Current Owner:  The Rector and 


Wardens of St. 
James Church in 
Trust for the                             
Diocese of Ottawa 
of the Anglican 
Church of Canada 


 
Address:  Corner Drummond & 


Harvey Streets / 12 
Harvey Street 


 
PLAN 8828 PT LOT 5 PT LOT 6;S 
HARVEY 
 
Roll No. 092101001001600-0000 


The current St. James Church was constructed in the period between 1856 and 1861; the final design 
being the work of Fuller & Jones Architects, Ottawa, the firm responsible for the original Parliament 
Building in the nation’s capital.  Locally quarried sandstone emphasizes the Gothic Revival design 
prevalent in Canada at the time, particularly in ecclesiastical buildings.  The tower and steeple were 
added in 1888 and are visible from any direction in approaching Perth.  Of a rectangular plan with a 
semi-circular apse on the east end, the building seats approximately 800 and the interior structure 
displays massive pine pillars and arched vaulting; elaborate woodwork, furniture and trim in the choir and 
sanctuary; and splendid stained glass windows throughout.  The stained glass is set in tall, lancet 
windows on both sides of the nave and the apse, adding a touch of Early English style and composition. 
 
The site of St. James was set aside for the Church of England on Crown lands in the earliest days of 
Perth settlement and commands a view over the whole town.  The first church building located there was 
a wooden frame structure built in 1822 through the initiative of Major the Reverend Michael Harris.  In 
1836, Sir John Colville, the Lieutenant Governor of Upper Canada, constituted the parish as a “Crown 
Rectory”, with a Royal Charter; one of the few so designated in the Province.  Over the years, a number 
of prominent Perth citizens played important roles at St. James. Thomas Brooke, Town Clerk from 1850 
to 1894 and Clerk of the Lanark County Council, was an active member and contributed significantly to 
the construction of the current building.  Senator Peter McLaren, and his wife, donated the tower and 
spire in 1888 and sanctuary furnishings.  Senator Roderick Matheson, a member of the first government 
of Sir John A. Macdonald, and his son Arthur, Treasurer of Ontario, are memorialized in the church by 
means of a stained glass window and a plaque, respectively.  The Honourable and Mrs. John A. Stewart, 
the donors of Stewart Park, were active parishioners, and he is commemorated in the fine, oak Narthex 
screen and choir vestries.  One of the stained glass windows is in memory of Wm. Edward Danner, 
President of Wampole & Company and a major benefactor and citizen of Perth.  His wife, Mary Alice, 
was responsible for two more stained glass windows.  Lastly the church is the repository of two stands of 
Regimental Colours of the 130th Battalion, Canadian Expeditionary Force, 1916, and the 1st Battalion, 
Lanark & Renfrew Scottish Regiment. 


2785 
 
 


2785-1 


 


      
19 John Doran House (St. 


George’s Hotel) (Apartments) 
Current Owner:  Kent Keuninckx 


and Vicki Lynn 
Keuninckx 


 
Address:  15-17 Harvey Street 
 
PT LT 4 N/S HARVEY ST PL 8828 
LANARK S DRUMMOND PT 1, 
27R3435; TOWN OF PERTH (being 
all of PIN 05178-0038) 
 
Roll No. 092101002005100-0000 


John Doran, an early settler from Wexford, Ireland, and local merchant/developer commissioned the 
building.  In 1834, the Bathurst Courier announced the opening of the St. George’s Hotel under the 
management of William Cross.  By 1851 it had been taken over and re-named Patterson’s Hotel by 
James Patterson.  It shows as such on the Walling’s map of Perth in 1863. 
 
Changing ownership in 1874, it became a private residence and place of business for James Morrison, a 
local specialized decorator, gilder and glazier.  With various owners over the years, it remained a private 
residence until the mid-1900’s.  A significant change took place in 1947 when the building was obtained 
by the Jewish Agudath Achim Congregation.  This Jewish community used half of the building as its 
synagogue and rented out the other half as a residence.  In 1980, due to insufficient numbers, the 
synagogue closed and the building was sold to Paul Byington, a local antiques dealer, who converted it 
to residential use.  Byington restored a number of the heritage features and was instrumental in having 
the building designated as a heritage property during his ownership. 


2524 
 
 


2524-1 


Instrument No. RS91635 – 
January 30 1984 


 
Instrument No. LC159077 


(October 30, 2015) 


      
20 The Waddell House Orig. Owner:  James Waddell 


 
Current Owner: Clive Addy and 


Marlene Addy 
 
Address:  61 Drummond Street East 
 
PLAN 8828 PT LOT 5 N BROCK  
 
Roll No. 092101001000900-0000 


An elegant Second Empire house, it is a representation of a style of building which was a major influence 
for public and commercial architecture in this period (1870-1890’s).  It is one of the only two Second 
Empire homes in Perth.  The present owners have removed the second storey frame shed at the back of 
the house and retained its character with a newly built coach house style addition, attached to the back 
of the house on the same footprint as the shed.   


2537 
 
 


2537-1 


 
 
 


LC124371 
(July 18, 2012) 
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No. Legal Description Owner’s Name and Address Statement of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest By-law No.  Registered on Title 
21 Crain Building Law Office  Address:  31 Foster Street 


 
PLAN 8828 PT LOT 5 N BROCK 
 
Roll No. 092101001000900-0000 


Built in 1862.  Italianate style 2 ½ story of sandstone, decorative wrought iron fence, stained glass 
fanlights. 


2651 102170 


      
22 The Hope Building Orig. Owner:  Hope Bros. 


 
Current Owner:  941093 Ontario 


Ltd. 
 
Address:  69-71 Foster Street 
 
PLAN 8828 PT LOT 1 N FOSTER  
 
Roll No. 092103006505200-0000 


Relatively well-known tradespeople in the mid 1800’s, the Hope Family operated initially on North Street 
behind the subject lot on Foster.  In 1882, they purchased the lot on Foster Street from the neighbouring 
owner, George Kerr, and in 1886 had this 2-1/2 storey brick building constructed to accommodate a 
growing business and included residence space on the upper floors. The family concern continued to 
operate in this location until 1938. Subsequently, the premises were used by a succession of different 
businesses until in 1975 it became a restaurant and more recently a popular pub.  
 


2474 
 
 


2474-1 


87665  
(February 15, 1983) 


 
LC129604 


(January 7, 2013) 


      
23 Old Fire Hall Current Owner:  The Town of Perth  


 
Address:  34 Herriott Street 
 
PT LT 4, S/S HERRIOTT T PL 
8828, BEING PT 2, 27R2033 (being 
Part of PIN 05178-0003) 
 
Roll No. 092102004507600-0000 


The engine house of the Perth Fire Hall was erected in 1855 and the second storey additions, as well as 
the tower, were completed by October 1883.  After a fire, one (1) man climbed to the tower on a ladder, 
dropped down a rope with a strong hook, and caught up a section of hose.  The hose was then pulled up 
into the tower by a pulley, and allowed to hang down and drip.  A worn depression and a drain in the 
floor of the main room of the engine house shows a well-worn path where surplus water was drained 
from the hoses and allowed to escape to an underground well outside.  There were three (3) alarms; one 
(1) rang out from the Town Hall, one (1) near the present United Church, and one (1) near the corner of 
Gore and Brock Streets.  The alarm bell indicated the possible direction of the fire. 
 
In the 1940’s this Fire Hall was abandoned in favour of a larger facility at Perth Town Hall. Subsequently 
this building has served as an Art Gallery (known as the Fire Hall Gallery), and as the offices of the 
Downtown Heritage Perth Business Improvement Area (BIA).   
It has also been the site of the Perth and District Chamber of Commerce offices.  An early example of the 
adaptive re-use of buildings in Perth. 
 
The Old Fire Hall is unique in that it is one of the few remaining fire halls dating as far back as 1855, and 
its excellent condition is a tribute to the fine skills of the craftsmen of the day. 
 


2445 
 
 


2445-1 


85256 
 
 


Instrument No. RS85256 – 
June 15, 1982 


 
Instrument No. LC159078 


(October 30, 2015) 


      
24 John Hart House Current Owner:  Cheryl Smith 


 
Address:  37 Herriott Street 
 
PLAN 8828 PT LOT 4 N;HERRIOTT  
 
Roll No. 092102004508000-0000 
 


John Hart Sr. (1808-1881), a native of Paisley, Scotland, immigrated to Canada in the 1840's and settled 
with his family in Perth.  With his son, John Semple (1833-1917), they established a store at 27/29 Gore 
St. East in the 1850's specializing in books, local and international newspapers, sheet music, paintings, 
wallpapers and other fine goods.  A reading room in the store became a popular cultural centre in the 
town.  The family business continued until 1928 under the direction of John Semple's son, William.  A 
major sideline was the annual publication of Hart's Canadian Almanac for some 65 years. 


 
The property on Herriott St. was purchased by John Hart Sr. in 1860 and the house was built shortly 
thereafter serving as the family home for some 60 years.  Changing hands twice in the succeeding years, 
it was purchased by Sylvester O'Donnell, a local merchant, in 1954 and renovated by R.T. Parks & Sons 
to accommodate the O'Donnells and to create two rental apartments. Mrs. Jean O'Donnell proposed that 
the house receive a heritage designation by the Town in 1982. 


2457 
 
 


2457-1 


Instrument #85627 
(July 13, 1982) 


 
LC143688 


(May 27, 2014) 
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25 Code’s Mill Orig. Owner:  William Kilpatrick 


 
Current Owner:  John J. Stewart 


Restoration 
Services Inc. 


 
Address:  53 Herriott Street 
 
PLAN 8828 PT LOT 1N; HERRIOTT  
 
Roll No. 092102004508589-0000 
 
 


The Code’s Mill complex is a significant example of industrial architecture on a site which is important for 
its historical relationship to the economic evolution of the town.  Developing from its origins as a tannery 
to its final industrial vocation as a felt mill, the buildings are a symbolic feature in the downtown core 
facing Code, Haggart and Stewart Parks and the Tay River. 
 
William Kilpatrick purchased the Wilson Street site in 1842 and established a tannery shortly thereafter.  
This enterprise continued until 1873 and was then converted to a woolen mill with the arrival and new 
ownership by Thomas Alfred Code in 1882.  Expanding on the site over the next 27 years, Code’s 
produced a variety of woolen goods and added a felt making process at the turn of the century.  This 
product continued to be made in the complex under the founder, his son, Alan, and successive owners 
throughout the 20th century.  Both father and son were major contributors to the Perth community.  The 
expansion phase of the Herriott Street frontage at the beginning of the latter period is one of the most 
handsomely designed and finished industrial buildings in Eastern Ontario. 


2980 
 
 


2980-1 
 
 


2980-2 


 


      
26 11 – 15 Mill Street  (Triplex) Original Owner:  Possibly Michael 


Ryan 
 
Current Owner:  Terry and Mary 


Ellen Stewart 
 
Address:  11- 15 Mill Street 
 
Plan 8828 Part of Lot 36, North 
Mill, Cockburn Island  
 
 


With the construction of the Rideau Canal nearing completion, William Morris, a local businessman, 
politician and early settler in Perth, took the initiative to promote the construction of a canal on the Tay 
River to link the new settlement to the Rideau corridor by water. His efforts resulted in the formation of 
the Tay Navigation Company in 1831 and the Crown grant of lands on Cockburn Island to underwrite the 
venture. The canal was completed in 1834. Unfortunately, it became unusable by the late 1840's due to 
poor construction and too shallow clearances.  
 
Land Registry records indicate that the property was purchased by a Michael Ryan in 1846 and it is 
thought that he built the house. In 1863, the property became the residence and business location of 
Patrick Griffin and a partner, Joseph Belisle, local tailors. Subsequently, James Morrison, a painter by 
trade, became the owner in 1875 and he and his family remained in possession until 1945. Following 
several changes of ownership, the property was purchased by the Stewarts in 1989 and they initiated the 
action to designate the house given its undoubted heritage value. 
 


2875 
 
 


2875-1 


LC143686 
(May 27, 2014) 


 
LC143687 


(May 27, 2014) 


      
27 Haggart’s Dam Mill Site Address:  Mill Street 


 
 2931  


      
28 Haggart House Current Owner:  Scott Jeffrey Reid 


and Robyn 
Candice Mulcahy 


 
Address:  41 Mill Street 
 
PT HAGGARTS ISLAND PL 
8828 LANARK S DRUMMOND 
PT 1 27R7493 S/T RS30919; 
TOWN OF PERTH, (being all of 
PIN 05177-0065) 
 
Roll No. 092102004505500-0000 


John Haggart, a native of Breadalbane, Scotland, came to Canada in the 1820's and initially served as a 
contractor on both the Welland and Rideau Canals. Settling in Perth in 1832, he purchased a portion of 
Dr. Thom's properties in 1833 and established grist, oatmeal, carding and saw mills. His house was 
constructed at the centre of Perth's first industrial complex. Following his death in 1855, his son John 
Graham Haggart took over the complex. 
 
Born in 1836, Haggart Jr. became involved in local politics and was Mayor for three (3) terms in the 
1860's and in 1873. In 1872, he entered federal politics and served as the 
representative of South Lanark until his death in 1913. Appointed to the Privy Council as the Postmaster 
General from 1888 to1892, he then served as the Minister of Railways and Canals (1892 - 1896) and 
was leader of the Ontario Conservatives in the House of Commons. Locally, the second Tay Canal is 
known as "Haggart's Ditch" and was completed in 1887 largely through his efforts. 
 
This house was built for John Haggart Senior who also built the Mill and Dam across from the house.  
His son, an influential member of community, an MP, also lived here. 
 


2521 
 


2521-1 


91632 
 


Instrument No. RS91632 
(January 30, 1984) 


 
Instrument No. LC159077 


(October 30, 2015) 
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29 The Stewart Residence 


(Rock Cliff Cottage) 
Orig. Owner:  Dr. Alexander Thom 
 
Current Owner:  John and Rhonda 


Stewart 
 
Address:  11 Lewis Street 
 
PLAN 8828 PT LOT G N 
TAY;RIVER  
 
Roll No. 092102005004300-0000 


The Stewart residence (Rock Cliff Cottage) is an early, representative example of a storey and a half 
Ontario Cottage, centre hall plan, centered gable on the front façade with a rear kitchen tail.  The main 
building is timber frame.  Both it and the log kitchen extension are sheathed in clapboard.  Single 
chimneys are centered on each gable with masonry fireplace and bake oven on the gable end of the 
kitchen.  All three chimneys have been rebuilt in brick above the roof line.  The date the house was 
constructed is not known.  The structural evidence including the log portion and the timber frame 
construction, accordion lath, open cooking fireplace, beehive bake oven and 8 over 12 lights in the 
windows suggests pre 1833.  The house has undergone a number of renovations and remodeling 
including conversion to a duplex in the 1940’s.  A conservatory built in 1984 using salvaged windows 
follows the original configuration of the wrap around veranda on the south and east façades and respects 
the finishes and style of the original house. 
 
This single dwelling is situated on land which was originally owned by Dr. Alexander Thom (1775 - 1845) 
and may have been built for family members.  Arriving in 1816 with the first group of settlers, Staff-
Surgeon Thom was the official army doctor for the Perth Military Settlement until 1822. However he was 
clearly more concerned with his commercial activities and constructed the first mills in the fledgling 
community.  A senior magistrate in the area, he was a person of considerable influence in the first 
decades of the Town. 
 


2529 
 
 


2529-1 


91816 
 (February 17, 1984) 


      
30 Maple Drop Building 


(Foodsmiths) 
Current Owner:  Donald James 


Smith and Marie-
Claire Smith 


 
Address:  2-6 Wilson Street East 
 
PLAN 8828 PT LOT C RP;27R3187 
PARTS 1 AND 2  
 
Roll No. 092102005002900-0000 
 


The building was erected in 1884.  The edifice possesses fine brickwork embodied in the frieze 
and over the windows and the corner entrance to the Foodsmiths is uncommon in the Town. 
 
These aspects together create an interesting street corner and adds to the character of the streetscape. 


2459 86199 
(September 14, 1982) 


      
31 Perkins Motors Building 


(currently Perks ‘n Things) 
Orig. Owner:  Joseph Perkins 
 
Current Owner:  John J. Stewart 


Restoration 
Services Inc. 


 
Address:  2 Wilson Street West 
 
PLAN 8828 PT LOT B N PETER; 
RP 27R5669 PARTS 1 TO 3  
 
Roll No. 092103007002300-0000 
 


Beginning in 1937, Mr. Perkins began operating General Motors and International Harvester dealerships 
and a service station, headquartered in a late 1800’s building, on this intersection. With increasing 
business following World War II, he purchased two adjoining residential properties and collaborated with 
architect, A.L. Radbourne, to create this unusual building. While the style was repeated for many 
automotive buildings throughout North America, it was a first and only example for Perth. The second 
floor of the building was designed to house the first, indoor bowling alley in town and office which were 
later leased to various tenants including notably the O.P.P. and Taggart Transportation Ltd.  With the 
closing of Perkins Motors in the early 1990’s, the building was thoughtfully renovated for continued 
commercial uses retaining much of its original characteristics by the current owner.  
 


3424 
 
 


3424-1 


LC131902 
(April 11,  2013) 


 
LC131955 


(April 11, 2013) 
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32 Perth Band Stand Orig. Owner:  The Corporation of 


the Town of Perth 
 
Current Owner:  As above 
 
Address:  80 Gore Street East 


(Market Square) 


The Perth Citizens Band lays claim to being the oldest, continuously operating, Town band in Canada; 
having been formed in 1884.  Several short-lived predecessors dated back to the 1850's.  A plaque has 
been erected above the stairs of the Bandstand which reads “Since 1852” reflecting the Band’s origins. 
The Band has established an enviable track record of musical variety and is one of the standing pillars 
among town arts organizations.  It is committed to regular summer concerts as well as an annual 
Christmas concert and performances at Town events such as the Festival of the Maples, the Santa 
Claus Parade and the Perth Fair.  In addition, the Band frequently acts as an ambassador of the Town in 
other Eastern Ontario communities. There is no doubt that it is a valuable contributor to the trademark of 
Heritage Perth. 
 
The Bandstand was built in 1931 and officially opened on July 31st, 1931.  It was designed and its 
construction supervised by the Town Foreman, Mr. W.G. Howie, using Town tradesmen, at a cost of 
$1,700.  A major renovation, in the same style and using many original elements such as the roof, took 
place in 1988 under the direction of Commonwealth Resource Management Ltd. 
 


2699 
 
 


2699-1 


LC143682 
(May 27, 2014) 


 
LC143683 


(May 27, 2014) 


      
33 The Katherine Stephen Home Owner:  Katherine Stephen 


 
Address:  43-45 North Street 
 
PLAN 8828 PT LOT 3 PK LOT 1;RP 
27R2385 PART 1 
 
Roll No. 092103006505900-0000 
 


The building was erected in 1863.  The 2 ½ storey cut stone building was William Lillie’s final addition to 
a complex of buildings on the corner lot which included an iron foundry, blacksmith shop, one frame and 
one stone residence.  


2523 91634 


      
34 Robinson Street Cemetery Owner:  St. Paul’s United Church 


 
Address:   North side of Robinson 


Street at its eastern 
extremity 


 
 


The story of Methodism in Perth began in 1817 with the visit of an itinerant preacher, William Brown, to 
the home of Joshua Adams and his wife, Elizabeth. I n 1823, the congregation purchased a lot on the 
west side of Gore Street between Craig and Brock from James Ritchey and a year later completed a log 
chapel on the site. Reverend William H. Williams was appointed in 1826 as the first resident minister.  
The cemetery land on Robinson Street was deeded to the congregation by the Crown in 1843, and the 
first burials there began two (2) years later.  Curiously, many of the early maps of Perth do not show the 
location of the cemetery.  
 
By 1883, the original frame church had been replaced by an imposing, twin-spired church known as 
Asbury Methodist.  The congregation remained in that location until church union in 1926 when it joined 
with Knox Presbyterian to form St. Paul's United Church on Gore Street West.  
 
Burials continued in the old cemetery until 1952 but, unfortunately, the site was not well maintained and 
vandalism combined with the effects of weather has resulted in many of the gravestones being damaged 
or illegible.  However, church records are well documented and confirm that many prominent early 
settlers were buried within its precincts. Notable among these are Colonel Andrew Playfair, a local 
magistrate and militia officer and Captain Joshua Adams, United Empire Loyalist, veteran of the War of 
1812 and local miller in Bathurst Township as well as his wife, Elizabeth Chipman, and a number of their 
children. The Tetlock, Kerr and Stedman families are also well represented.  It is known that a number of 
graves have been moved to the Elmwood Cemetery over the years. 
 


2870 
 
 


2870-1 


LC143684 
(May 27, 2014) 


 
LC143685 


(May 27, 2014) 
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35 The Old Burying Grounds (at 
Last Duel Park – Commonly 
known as “Craig Street 
Cemetery) 


Current Owner:  The Corporation of 
the Town of Perth 


 
Address:   Between Craig and Brock 


Streets fronting on the 
Tay River to the east. 


 
Plan 8828 PT Lot 15 PT Lot;16 N 
Brock 


Under the authority of Lt. Col. Francis Cockburn, Deputy Quarter-Master General of the British Forces in 
Canada, approximately three (3) acres at this site was granted in 1821 for the purpose of a town 
cemetery in the new settlement. The area was divided into three (3) sections providing space for Roman 
Catholics, Church of England (Anglicans) and Presbyterians.  In 1854, a small area adjoining the 
Presbyterian section fronting on Brock Street, was purchased from the Ritchie family to complete the 
boundaries.  
 
By the late 1860's the cemetery was becoming overcrowded and, encouraged by the Town, a new 
cemetery (Elmwood) was opened on the northern limits of the Town.  The Roman Catholic congregation 
of St. John the Baptist created its own cemetery just east of Town on the north side of the main highway 
to Smith's Falls.  Nevertheless, burials continued into the early 20th century in family plots in the Craig 
Street cemetery. 
 
A longstanding feud between two (2) of the early lawyers in Perth, James Boulton and Thomas 
Radenhurst, culminated in a duel on June 13, 1833, between their respective law clerks, with the honour 
of Miss Elisabeth Hughes serving as a catalyst.  The victim of the duel, Robert Lyon, was buried in the 
old cemetery and Perth has always been associated with this tragic event. Other grave sites or family 
plots of note include that of Colonel, the Honourable Roderick Matheson (1793-1873), his wife, Anna, 
and several of their children. An early settler, Matheson was a merchant, magistrate, senior militia officer 
and politician. He was appointed by Sir John A. Macdonald to the first Senate of the Dominion of 
Canada.  


 
Another important family plot is that of the Haggart family, including the graves of John Haggart Sr. (d. 
1855), stonemason and miller; and his son, John Graham Haggart (d. 1913).  In addition to operating 
mills in Perth, the Honourable John Graham represented Lanark South in the federal parliament for 41 
years and held the cabinet posts of Postmaster General and Minister of Railways and Canals.  Finally, 
the cemetery is the site of the grave of Dr. Alexander Thom, Staff Surgeon to the fledgling settlement 
from its beginnings and a major personality in its early years. 
 


2587 
 
 


2587-1 


RS216819 
(May 28, 2014) 


 
RS216820 


(May 28, 2014) 


      
36 The Gemmill House Orig. Owner:  Robert Gemmill 


 
Current Owner:  James Bond and 


Greg Anderson 
 
Address:  10 Market Square (on 


Cockburn Island) 
 
PLAN 8828 PT LOT 33 PT LOT;34 
RP 27R2492 PARTS 1 2 AND;4  
 
Roll No. 092102004506300-0000 


This house was built in 1857 for Robert Gemmill and it remained in the Gemmill family until 1932.  After 
that it was the residence of the Ven. Archdeacon D’Arcy Clayton, rector of St. James’ Anglican Church.   
 
Deed to the property was registered to Fred Burchell in 1942 and in later years it was the residence of 
Scott Burchell and family.  
 
In 1982 the law firm of O’Donnell, Dulmage, Bond, March and Anderson purchased the building and, in 
consultation with John Stewart of Commonwealth Historic Management, converted it to offices and had 
the building designated as a Perth Heritage site. A side addition was constructed at that time. 
 
The building is now the home of separate law practices of James Bond and Greg Anderson. 


2583 
 
 


2583-1 


95355 
 
 


LC124370 
(July 18, 2012) 
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37 James Nichol House (Howard 


Allan) 
Orig. Owner:  Dr. James Nichol 
 
Current Owner:  Howard Allan 
 
Address:  22 Wilson Street West 
 
PLAN 8828 PT LOT 1 & PT LOT;7 
N NORTH ST RP 27R2969 PART; 
1 RP 27R1096 PART 3  
 
Roll No. 092103007001800-0000 


The “Doctors’ House” at 22 Wilson Street West is aptly named, as it has been both residence and office 
surgery for five eminent doctors. 
 
Dr. James Nichol arrived in Perth from Scotland in 1837 and around 1840 had the stone building erected 
with a frame building next door adjacent for his surgery and pharmacy. Dr. Nichol was gaol surgeon and 
justice of the peace from 1854 until his sudden death in 1864. His son, Dr. James Nichol Jr., continued 
the medical practice from this residence. 
 
In the early days, doctors prepared and dispensed their own medicines, so this was a drugstore as well 
as an office, surgery and home. 
 
For a short time Dr. Robert Howdon, Surgeon, called this place home, before the two Fowler Doctors 
became owners. Dr. Richard Victor Fowler moved to this location in 1896 and continued until his son, Dr. 
Arthur Coulson Fowler, took over the practice from 1926 until he retired in 1972. 
 
It was during Dr. Richard Victor’s time that the dormer window above the front door was added to give 
additional light to the upstairs. 
 
During the 19th century, a peg barn joined the house to a narrow barnlet.  The peg barn housed the 
doctors’ horse, their much needed means of travel as they made their way throughout the country-side 
making house calls. The only building that remains on the property is the house. 


2665 
 
 


2665-1 
 
 


2665-2 


LC129163 
(December 17, 2012) 


 
N/A 


 
 


LC129164 
(December 17, 2012) 


      
38 Inge-Va Orig. Owner:  The Reverend 


Michael Harris 
 
Current Owner:  Ontario Heritage 


Trust 
 
Address:  66 Craig Street 
 
LOT 1 SOUTH SIDE CRAIG 
STREET AND PART LOT 1 NORTH 
SIDE BROCK STREET CORNER 
OF CRAIG AND WILSON 
STREETS PLAN NO. 8828, TOWN 
OF PERTH, COUNTY OF LANARK. 
 
Roll No. 092101003008700-0000 


Built in 1824 of local sandstone, Inge-Va combines a formal Georgian symmetry of design with Neo-
Classic decorative elements featured in the main entry composition of a unique semi-elliptical fanlight 
and sidelights. The house itself has remained largely unchanged since its construction with the exception 
of the addition of the front gable, a French window on the west side of the dining room and the 
enlargement of the rear wing, all in the latter half of the 1800’s. Architectural studies and reports have 
frequently referred to Inge-Va as the quintessential example of the Eastern Ontario stone cottage. 
 
Following the establishment of the Perth Military Settlement in 1816, this home was the first substantial 
stone house constructed in the community. It’s builder, Major the Reverend Michael Harris was the first 
Anglican priest to be assigned to the area and was responsible for establishing parishes in ten adjoining 
townships. In 1832, the house was leased and then sold to Thomas Radenhurst, one of the first lawyers 
to set up practice in the newly established legal center of the district. His nephew by marriage, Robert 
Lyon, was the victim of the last fatal duel in Canada, an event that has been forever linked to the house. 
Radenhurst’s son, William, also practiced law in Perth and served as Mayor for four terms in the 1870’s. 
 
Two generations of the Inderwick family then occupied the house from 1894 to 1989,  naming it Inge-Va; 
which means, “come here” from the Tamil language of Sri Lanka. Cyril Inderwick and his wife, Winnifred 
Shaw, established a reputation well beyond the community for their interest and knowledge of heritage 
preservation. In 1932 Cyril became a founding member of the Architectural Conservancy of Ontario. 
Following his death in 1962, Winnifred donated the house to the Ontario Heritage Trust in 1974 including 
its contents, which provide a valuable collection reflecting the history of Perth and the families who 
owned the property. 
 
 


3954  
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No. Legal Description Owner’s Name and Address Statement of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest By-law No.  Registered on Title 
39 Elmwood Cemetery Orig. Owner:  The Perth Cemetery 


Company 
 
Current Owner:  As above 
 
Address:  165 Dufferin Road, Perth, 


ON, K7H 3B4 
 
THAT PART OF THE SOUTH 
HALF OF THE NORTHEAST 
HALF OF THE NORTHEAST 
HALF OF LOT 2 CON 3 
DRUMMOND, NOW IN THE 
TOWN OF PERTH LYING N OF 
OLD HIGHWAY 7 (part of PIN 
05177-0128). 
 
 


Elmwood Cemetery is the only operating cemetery in the Town and has been in operation since 1872. 
There are approximately 10,000 persons interred.  However, there are a number of interments that pre-
date the cemetery as they were originally buried elsewhere and later re-interred at Elmwood.  We are not 
aware of the specific reasons that families had for re-interring their loved ones, but reasons likely include 
concerns that older, closed or abandoned cemeteries may not been maintained, or that family plots had 
been purchased in the “new” cemetery.   Approximately 60 re-interments from the Methodist Church 
Cemetery and the Old Burying Ground are known, some as recent as the 1960’s. 
 
There are a large number of children in the cemetery, often marked by small markers with special 
symbols or small stones.  However, we are also aware of a number of children who were “quietly” buried, 
probably by poorer people. They are sometimes found in part of a plot that has a family connection – 
possibly a grandparent. 
 
One section of the cemetery was used to inter persons from the “House of Industry” –a workhouse or 
poorhouse that used to exist in Perth.  We now have an accurate count of burials in that section since 
1902 and know that there are at least 150 interred there, all in unmarked graves. As such we have made 
arrangements for a memorial bench and two granite markers with an alphabetical listing of all 150 
individuals interred there.  It can be extrapolated that between 1872 and 1902 before the House of 
Industry opened that there are another 150 indigent persons located there also.  Thus there is a mass 
burial site of approximately 300 indigent persons in total.  This site will be protected from any future 
disturbance. 
 
There are plots for cremated remains in different parts of the cemetery, including some that are parts of 
family plots and others in a common area.  The earliest cremations are probably from the 1970’s. 
 
Monument styles have varied over the years, and Elmwood includes many fine examples of various 
marker architecture and materials including marble, granite, limestone, zinc, steel and one remaining 
wooden cross commemorating a soldier who died at Passchendaele.  Other residents buried here 
include veterans from all major conflicts from the War of 1812, the North West Rebellion and both World 
Wars.  
Our vault was completed in 1897 at a cost of $1385.40. It was used from the winter of 1897/98 onwards, 
but had not been used recently. However, we have now partially returned it to use for winter storage of 
coffined remains. 
 
All persons in our cemetery are considered important and are given the care, respect and dignity they 
deserve. Some of the monuments commemorate well-known figures from Perth’s history and include: 
Lieut Alexander Kippen; John A. Stewart; Arthur Meighen; Rev William Bell; Marks Brothers; Lieut 
Andrew Playfair; David Hogg Jr.; Dr J. F. Kennedy; Thomas Alfred Code, and; The Mclaren – Stewart 
Family Mausoleum. 
 
While there are many local notable persons buried at Elmwood, we consider all those who come through 
our gates with equal respect and dignity regardless of their social standing. 
 


4607 LC169392 
October 24, 2016 
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HERITAGE  RESEARCH REPORT 
BLINKBONNIE, 50 MAIN STREET, GANANOQUE, ONTARIO 


Author: Edgar Tumak, 6 June, 2017 
 


REASON FOR DESIGNATION 
Blinkbonnie (Gaelic for beautiful view) traces its core to 1843 when William Stone Macdonald 
rebuilt an earlier family residence of 1812.  The 1843 structure was greatly remodeled and 
expanded in 1902-07, by his son Charles Macdonald, a significant Canadian and U.S. civil 
engineer, to the designs of Frank T. Lent—one of Gananoque’s most significant architects.  Lent 
was an architect of note in Ontario, the U.S., and particularly for Gananoque.  The construction 
was effected by the Mitchell and Wilson, Gananoque’s most venerable construction firm.  The 
grand, Colonial Revival style building, expresses the prominence of the McDonald/Macdonald 
clan (various spellings originated with the family)—who married into, and became the heirs, of 
the town’s founder Joel Stone.  The structure as recast in the early 20th-century, was greatly 
defined by numerous porches and verandahs, including the entrance porte-cochere (mostly 
removed by 2013). Throughout the 19th century, until the early 1920s, the property served as a 
family residence.  In 1923 it became a prestigious guest house/hotel under the proprietor 
Rebecca Edwards, a school teacher, whose family was also of note in Gananoque in the furniture 
industry.  Under her, the building catered to the Thousand Islands tourism industry that became 
increasingly prominent for the economy of Gananoque starting in the late-19th century and 
ongoing.  Many notables stayed at Blinkbonnie during her control.  Since the 1920s, Blinkbonnie 
has been an iconic expression of this local and regional, tourism and hospitality economy.  
Blinkbonnie is considered of heritage interest for historical, architectural and environmental 
reasons.  
 
Figure 1: Blinkbonnie, Main Street elevation, viewed from the northeast with the Clarion Inn in the foreground 
(Gananoque 2000, Doug Bickerton, 2000).  


HISTORY 
Trends 
Blinkbonnie essentially 
dates from 1902-07 (as 
altered and enlarged to the 
designs of architect Frank 
T. Lent),1 although the 
original component of the 
structure dates from 1843 
which replaced an 1812 
building that burned in 
1826.  Throughout the 19th 
century, and up until the 


                                                 
1    Margaret Anne Brûlé, “From A Home In The Suburbs To A Retreat In The Wilderness: The Domestic 
Architecture of Frank T. Lent,” Master of Arts Thesis submitted to the Department of Art, Queen’s University, 
Kingston, Ontario, Canada, October 2012; Mitchell and Wilson and Charles Macdonald, contract, September 2, 
1902, Mitchell and Wilson Limited fonds, Queen’s University Archives, Kingston, Ont.; email communication with 
Judith McLaughlin, descendent of the family, 12 January 2017. 







1920s, it was associated with the McDonald/Macdonald clan,2 who were leading citizens in 
Gananoque from the early 19th century starting with Charles McDonald, who arrived in 1810 
(subsequently informally referred to as Charles I, versus his grandson, Charles Macdonald II 
who created the current form of Blinkbonnie).  
 
Charles (I) soon developed business connections with Joel Stone, the town's Loyalist founder 
(1789), and married Stone's only heir, Mary.  With advantageous marriages, property holdings 
and business success facilitated by the relocation to Gananoque of additional McDonald family, 
the clan played a leading role in the economy and society of Gananoque throughout the 19th and 
early-20th centuries.  
 
Figures 2-3: Blinkbonnie, Main Street Street elevation, viewed from the southeast, ca. 1935 (John Nalon, The Story 
of Gananoque: prepared for the Gananoque Museum Board, second printing, 1985); and Blinkbonnie viewed from 
the west/Market Street, postmark 1910 (Douglas Rombough postcard collection Queen’s University Archives).  


In 1923 Rebecca Edwards 
purchased the building and 
turned it into a 
guesthouse/hotel, thereby 
establishing another 
association with the structure.  
It became an iconic part of the 
elite Gananoque and Thousand 
Islands tourism and cottage 
economy.  
 
Through much of the 19th 
century, the 
McDonald/Macdonald family 
not only exploited their control 
and ownership of land, 
property and water rights, but 
were involved with numerous 
business ventures.3  They were 
village-boosters, and even used 
their faith to improve civic 
property values through their 
extensive support of St. 
Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, 
175 Stone Street South (started 
1851-55 with significant 
additions throughout the 


remainder of the 19th century).  In mid-19th century Ontario the erection a permanent, preferably 
                                                 
2    McDonald and Macdonald will be used somewhat interchangeably in this report, because the first of the family 
to come to Gananoque, Charles, spelled his name McDonald, whereas his son, William Stone (and later owner of 
Blinkbonnie), modified the spelling to Macdonald, and subsequent scions of this line maintained the spelling, while 
the other branches of the family continued with McDonald. 
3    Donald H. Akeson, The Irish in Ontario: a study in rural history, chapter 6, “Gananoque 1849-71,” (McGill – 
Queen’s University Press, 1984 and 1999), p. 287, 289 and 296. 







stone church, greatly improved property values in a neighbourhood.  The clan also provided land 
for the Methodist (now United) Church on Stone Street South, as the patriarch, Stone, transferred 
from the Anglican to Methodist church in recognition of his second wife’s strongly held faith.  
 


Figure 4: St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Gananoque, view of 
the west/front elevation (photo E. Tumak, May. 2015).   
The town experienced significant growth under the 
influence of the McDonalds/Macdonalds, in its 
economy, population and industrial diversification.  
According to the 1851 census, Gananoque had a 
population of 768 in 1849, the settlement was 
incorporated as a village in 1863, and by 1871 the 
population was 2020.  When Gananoque was 
incorporated as a town, 1 January 1890, the population 
was 3519.4  
 
The residences of the McDonald/Macdonald clan 
reflect this growth and include Gananoque Town 
Hall—constructed for John (brother of Charles I) and 
Henrietta Maria (née Mallory, step granddaughter of 
Joel Stone) McDonald in 1831 and given to the Town 
in 1911 for use as Town Hall (Fig. 7), and the 
ostentatious 1872 residence of Samuel McCammon—
who married a McDonald (Fig. 8, at 279 King St. W., 
now the Victoria Rose Inn, and illustrating the 
frontispiece of The Irish in Ontario, D. Akeson).  


 
Figure 5:  William Stone Macdonald 
(Blinkbonnie) residence of 1843, 
Main Street elevation, photographed 
ca. 1880s (Douglas Rombough 
postcard collection Queen’s 
University Archives).


                                                 
4    Akeson, The Irish in Ontario, p. 287, 289 and 296. 







     


Figures 6-7: left,  John McDonald residence (constructed 1831), since 1911 Gananoque Town Hall, 30 King St. E., 
viewed from the southwest (photo E. Tumak, 2008); and right, Residence of Samuel McCammon, constructed 1872, 
279 King St. W., Gananoque, viewed from the northwest (photo, E. Tumak, Jan., 2008).   
In its later, grander form, Blinkbonnie illustrates the domestic architecture of Gananoque’s 
wealthy at a highpoint in the industrial mechanisation and growth of the municipality.5  
 
The transition of Blinkbonnie into a guesthouse/hotel reflects the development of Gananoque as 
a tourist and cottage destination because of its advantageous position vis-à-vis the scenic 
Thousand Islands—often considered a vacation paradise.   
 
Straddling the U.S.-Canada border the islands on the American side were developed first but, by 
the late-19th century, Gananoque also had become popular for tourism, including boating, 
hunting and sport fishing.  George M. Pullman, of sleeping car fame, particularly contributed to 
this interest, when in 1873 he invited President Grant to his luxurious compound on Pullman 
Island, which remained a showplace for many years even prior to its completion in 1888 (it was 
razed for tax considerations by his descendants in the mid-20th century).  He knew that with a 
Presidential visit and the entourage of reporters from papers of numerous major U.S. cities, this 
would advertise the islands as no other forum could, and hence improve his business interests in 
the area.  After seeing the opulence of Pullman’s island, the articles in newspapers did 
materialise and quickly lead to plans for hotels to accommodate the influx of people to the area.  
Railroads built sidings to Clayton and Cape Vincent on the U.S. side and as many as twenty 
trains a day would come and go at the village stations.6  
 
Reliable ferry services connecting the U.S. side with Gananoque developed with the rising 
popularity of the islands, and in 1883 Gananoque finally got a spur line from the then main east-
west rail line, the Grand Trunk Railway, four miles north.  It was called the Thousand Islands 
Railway and, although principally created to facilitate transportation for industry, it greatly 
facilitated passenger travel, thereby benefitting tourism.  The line was extended to the east side 


                                                 
5    Edgar Tumak, Heritage Designation Report, 95 King Street West, Gananoque, 2008. 
6     Susan W. Smith, “A History of Recreation in the 1000 Islands,” manuscript report (Parks Canada, 1976), 
unpaginated in online format, http://www.oliverkilian.com/ecology/thousand-islands/island-
insights/recreation/recreation.html, copyright 2001-2017, Oliver K. Reichl. 



http://www.oliverkilian.com/ecology/thousand-islands/island-insights/recreation/recreation.html

http://www.oliverkilian.com/ecology/thousand-islands/island-insights/recreation/recreation.html





of the Gananoque River via the Gananoque Swing Bridge of 18937 in a desperate, but 
unsuccessful, municipal attempt to keep the Gananoque Carriage Company from relocating to 
Brockville.  With the empty carriage company building at the scenic south end of the Gananoque 
River, at its confluence with the St. Lawrence, the structure was remodelled as the Gananoque 
Inn and opened by the end of the 1890s.  Passengers could be transported directly to its doors 
across the Swing Bridge, at least until 1913, when the tracks were removed because of the 
limited traffic.  The remainder of the Thousand Islands Railway line was acquired by the CNR 
and remained in use until 1965.  In addition to the Gananoque Inn, there were popular Canadian 
guest houses near Gananoque on Hay Island, Tremont Park Island, and Float Island—a large 
hotel capable of accommodating 100 guests (originally built as a private boys' school, it was 
renovated in the early 1900s to a hotel). 
 
Summer camps, which were first established in the 1870s on the U.S. side, also promoted the 
Thousands Islands as a summer retreat.  Most campgrounds were begun by religious 
organizations.  Thousands of people came from all parts of Canada and the United States to 
enjoy a family holiday under the direction of their religious leaders.  Thousand Island Park on 
the upper end of Wellesley Island was founded by the Methodist Church in 1875. Also on 
Wellesley Island was the Presbyterian Camp, called Westminster Park.  The Methodist 
International Camp Ground, one mile below Morristown, New York, also catered to Canadians 
and Americans.  The first established camp on the Canadian side was on a high bluff in 
Elizabethtown, called the St. Lawrence Central Camp Ground.  The land was purchased in 1875 
and developed by the Methodist Episcopal Church.  
 
Cottaging and tourism on the Canadian side developed in the 1870s when, in 1873, the 
Department of Indian Affairs started selling islands that were surrendered earlier in 1856 by the 
Alnwick Band of the Mississauga Indians.  Part of the delay stemmed from contending with 
resistance from squatters and farmers who had settled on the islands and claimed the property for 
their own, as well as residents along the shores of the St. Lawrence River, who felt the islands 
opposite the mainland were common property.  Sales remained limited, but in 1891, the 
Department of Indian Affairs undertook an extensive re-examination and evaluation of the 
islands.  Following a plan that included hundreds of islands and islets, increased marketing and 
sale of islands commenced that year.    
 
However, conditions of sale and required improvements were considered too onerous and sales 
remained limited.  In 1894, the Canadian government made an effort to sell the islands by 
publishing a booklet entitled "1000 Islands for Sale."  The booklet listed a description of each 
island, valuations and the terms of sale. These terms of sale excluded any minimum 
improvement price.  From this marketing push, architect Lent, of Blinkbonnie, purchased small 
islands in 1901 and built his own vacation property on two of them—La Vignette Islands also 
known as The Sisters).   
 
Sales of crown islands pretty much stopped, when 21 islands provided the nucleus of the St. 
Lawrence Islands National Park, in 1904—the oldest of the national parks east of the Rockies.  
However, this park also supported tourism, as did 30 New York state parks managed as part of 
the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation's Thousand Islands 


                                                 
7    Gananoque Reporter, 23 July, 8 Oct., and 31 Dec. 1892, and 1 July 1893; and Privy Council Minute 2865, 31 
Oct., 1893, in Douglas N.W. Smith, By Rail, Road and Water to Gananoque (Ottawa: Trackside Canada, 1995), p 
39-41. 







Region, including many that are located on river islands or along the New York shore.  Many of 
these river parks were established in the late 19th and early 20th century as part of the St. 
Lawrence Reservation, and were among New York's earliest land acquisitions for the purpose of 
preservation and recreational development.  Among the larger parks is Wellesley Island State 
Park, which includes the largest camping complex in the region.8 
 
The iconic status of Blinkbonnie to the Gananoque and Thousand Islands hospitality industry 
developed because of the stately form of the former residence and because of the efforts of the 
new owner and proprietor, Rebecca Edwards.  She attracted well-heeled visitors to the 
guesthouse who sought a luxury visit to the Thousand Islands, without the commitment of a 
cottage.  Under Edwards, Blinkbonnie was known for the lavish appearance of the main 
building, its grounds, and its outbuildings.  In addition, there were all the requisite adornments of 
fine furniture in the bedrooms, as well as fine silverware and china in the dining room.   


 


  
Figures 8-9:left, Postcard of Blinkbonnie, viewed from the southwest, ca. 1930s, showing the porch on the left prior 
to its conversion to a dining room (Douglas Rombough postcard collection Queen’s University Archives);  and 
right, postcard of Macdonald Room, Blinkbonnie, ca. 1930s (Queen’s University Archives) 


 
 


Figures 10-11:left, Postcard of Joel Stone Room, Blinkbonnie, ca. 1930s (Queen’s University Archives); and right, 
postcard of Porch Dining Room, Blinkbonnie, ca. 1950s, on the west side of the building, with a view to the St. 
Lawrence  (Douglas Rombough postcard collection Queen’s University Archives).   
R. Edwards provided additional amenities, such as a yacht club in 1924, which had been built in 
1904, to the design of architect Lent—an avid yachtsman, who appears to have commissioned 
                                                 
8    https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thousand_Islands; S. Smith, “A History of Recreation in the 1000 Islands;” Brûlé, 
“From A Home In The Suburbs To A Retreat In The Wilderness, p xiv; and D. Smith, By Rail, Road and Water to 
Gananoque, p 26-29 and 62-69. 
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the structure before it was transferred to the club.9  It was known for its formality and included a 
dance hall (a customary combination at the time).  It was sold in 1947 to the Gananoque Boat 
Line as a workshop.  Adjacent to the building is a boat slip, and the former Town Waterworks 
and Pump House (110 Kate Street, designated 2009).10   


 
Figure 12: Postcard of 
Blinkbonnie Boathouse (former 
Gananoque Yacht Club House), 
with the Town Waterworks and 
Pump House to the left, ca. late 
1930s ( Douglas Rombough 
postcard collection Queen’s 
University Archives).  
Promotion of Blinkbonnie 
as a guest house/hotel was 
also facilitated by picture 
postcards, either black-and-


white or hand-coloured, which depicted every aspect of the area: boat tours, hotels, inns, large 
beautiful homes, and the islands themselves.  Well-known photographers included William 
Notman of Montreal, A.C. McIntyre of Alexandria Bay and Alex Murray of Murray and Sons, 
Brockville.  R. Edwards skilfully marketed Blinkbonnie through postcards with one text 
commentary stating: “Different – Yet Modern … 50 yards from the King`s Highway No. 2, just 
south of the west end of bridge, on the road to the U.S.A. Ferry.  Meals—delicious and 
satisfactory—served at all hours in the spacious porch dining room overlooking the gardens and 
river—a la carte or table d’hôte … Delightful rooms, with baths and running water.”  Another 
postcard from the 1950s featuring the Blinkbonnie, shows actors Joan Crawford and Jim Craig at 
the pool.11 
 
Prohibition of alcohol at various times in the U.S. and Canada, also proved a boon to tourism on 
respective sides of the border, at various times.  Few places could compare with the 
circumstances the islands offered to the circumvent legislation.  In Ontario prohibition was in 
effect from 1916-27, whereas federally in the U.S. (and New York State) it was from 1920-33.   
 
Thousand Islands tourism was further facilitated by promotional literature, such as the 1937, The 
Thousand Islands of the St. Lawrence River, (by Capt. Henry S. Johnston) who wrote 
descriptions of the scenery and historical quotations of events and reminiscences with which they 
are associated.  He even included a copy of Caleb Lyon's poem "The Thousand Islands"—a 
poem has been used extensively to describe the Thousand Islands.   
 
Improved transportation infrastructure facilitated tourism such as the Thousand Islands 
International Bridge (or Ivy Lea Bridge) that opened in 1938, crossing the St. Lawrence at Hill 
and Wellesley islands (with five separate bridges of four different construction types), linking 
Ontario and New York State highways year round.  The earlier ferry service, by contrast, was 
seasonal and took significantly longer.  The Thousand Islands Bridge Authority promoted 
                                                 
9     Gananoque Reporter, 1 Nov. 1902, and 2 April, 23 July 23, 10 Sept. 1904. 
10    Edgar Tumak, Heritage Designation Report, Gananoque Waterworks Pump House, 110 Kate Street, 
Gananoque, 2009. 
11    S. Smith, “A History of Recreation in the 1000 Islands;” a collection of such images prepared about the 
Blinkbonnie by Doug Rombough, “The Blinkbonnie Hotel, Gananoque, Ontario” 2013. 







interest in the bridge and surrounding area, and continues to do so.  It was instrumental in 
distributing much-needed publicity for the region after the First World War when the earlier era 
of the social elite had waned somewhat.  With a mandate to for the 1000 Islands Region as a 
family tourist destination it promoted the services, attractions, and recreational opportunities of 
the region as well as encouraging the use of the Thousand Islands Bridge System as a major 
vehicular linkage between the two nations.  The Authority continues to promote the area, and in 
1977 assumed control of Boldt Castle and Heart Island, and commenced the consolidation and 
completion of the long-neglected structure.  However, even as Blinkbonnie emerged as a 
prominent guest house in the 1920s, island castles contributed immensely to the tourism 
economy of the Thousand Islands and Gananoque.12  Boat travel was further facilitated by the 
opening of the St. Lawrence Seaway system in 1959, and there are currently more boat slips in 
Gananoque (public and private) than in Kingston (140 vs. 92).13 
 
The significance of tourism for Gananoque in the last 75 years is underscored by numerous 
Canadian and U.S. public and private organisations combining efforts as part of the Tourism 
Marketing Initiative (TIMP).  Through this, municipalities have been helped with assessing and 
developing their tourism product, by the Ontario Ministry of Tourism which established the 
Premier-ranked Tourist Destinations Framework (PRTDF).  It assists jurisdictions in assessing 
their tourist assets, attractions and amenities and allows them to identify opportunities in tourism 
development.  The Ministry provides financial assistance to regions that undertake the PRTDF 
process.  Gananoque is part of this process and statistics note accommodation for about 750 in 
hotels, guest houses, B&Bs, etc., and 470 for RV or camp sites.  Gananoque has also responded 
to the more recent trend that cultural tourism increases at 15 %/year, and that 37% of all 
international tourism includes: performing arts (theatre, dance, music); art galleries and schools, 
gardens and crafts; museums, historic sites, villages and reconstructions; festivals and events; 
local cuisine; and Aboriginal culture.14  


 
Figures 13-14: left,  Beyond 
the top end of the image is 
the head race diverging 
from the Gananoque River 
near the junction of Mill 
Street (Underwriter’s 
Survey Bureau: Insurance 
Plan of Gananoque, plan 
dated 1947, sheet/map 4); 
next page, former Skinner 
Residence, 95 King Street 
West, Gananoque, Ontario, 
front (north/King St. 
elevation), constructed 
1905, architect F.T. Lent, 
builder Mitchell and Wilson.  
(Photo: Sleepy Hollow Bed 
& Breakfast website, 2008).   


                                                 
12     S. Smith, “A History of Recreation in the 1000 Islands;” and D. Smith, By Rail, Road and Water to Gananoque. 
13     Premier-ranked Tourist Destination Framework, 1000 Islands - St. Lawrence Seaway Regional Report, 
February 2008, p 13. 
14     Premier-ranked Tourist Destination Framework, p 3, 6, 11, 20 and 22. 







Blinkbonnie was not the only grand 
residence converted to a guest house 
(also called hotels and tourist homes) 
in the early 20th century.  By 1947 in 
the same stretch of Main, Market and 
King streets there were four additional 
commodious residences converted to 
tourist accommodation: the 
International Hotel (intersection of 
Main, Mill and King West), the 
Golden Apple Tourist Home (east 
corner of King and Market), Landon 
Tourist Home (west corner of King 
and Market), and Currie Manor 


Tourist Home (95 King West at Church)—all these buildings remain standing.15  The latter was 
constructed in 1905 as the mansion of prominent Gananoque manufacturer and provincial 
politician, Frederick J. Skinner.  It now serves as Sleepy Hollow B&B and received exterior and 
interior designation in 2008.16  
 
In the year Edwards died, in 1957, Blinkbonnie was sold, along with its various outbuildings.  
The building went through a succession of owners and less than prestigious uses, but eventually 
in 1983 shared the site with a new facility known as the Clarion Inn.  Accordingly, for almost a 
century Blinkbonnie has catered to Gananoque`s tourism industry, which has been augmented to 
include the Thousand Islands Playhouse and the Thousand Islands OLG Casino.  Only in recent 
years has Blinkbonnie again suffered notable neglect, including removal of all porches (2013). 
 
Events 
No specific events of note are yet known to be associated with Blinkbonnie, Gananoque, other 
than brief visits of notable persons. 
 
Persons/Institutions 
The name Blinkbonnie, reflects the McDonald’s/Macdonald’s Scottish background, and means 
beautiful view.  William Stone Macdonald (1812-1902, married Isabella Hall 1836).  He was the 
eldest son of Charles (I), and assumed control of his father’s and uncle’s business holdings in 
1851.  In 1843, he rebuilt on the site of the house his father built, and lived there until his death.  
The house was passed to William’s son, Charles (II), who was born in the house, and who 
transformed it into a much grander residence when he semi-retired to Gananoque at the 
beginning of the 20th century.  In 1912 Charles (II) transferred the property to his son, William 
Stone (1862-1920, referred to here as W. S. II), with the understanding that Charles (II) could 
stay there for life.  Unfortunately, W. S. II died suddenly in 1923, without a will, and 
Blinkbonnie and its outbuildings were sold to settle the estate.  When Rebecca Edwards bought 
Blinkbonnie in 1923 as a guesthouse she accommodated octogenarian Charles (II) in his former 
family home, while it functioned as a guesthouse.  Charles (II) died at Blinkbonnie in 1928 at 91. 


                                                 
15    Underwriter’s Survey Bureau: Insurance Plan of Gananoque, plan dated 1947, sheet/map 4. 
16    Tumak, 95 King Street West, Gananoque.  
 







While most of the McDonalds/Macdonalds connected with Gananoque were primarily involved 
with mercantile and other business activities, as well as public life, Charles (II) became a civil 
engineer of note, specialising in bridge building.  He was involved with design and construction 
of bridges in the U.S., Canada, South Africa and Australia.  During much of his working life he 
resided in the U.S., where he was lauded for his activities, and eventually served as President of 
the American Society of Civil Engineers, 1908-09, an organisation of which he had been a 
member since 1869.  Additionally, he was a member of the Canadian Society of Civil 
Engineers—serving as Vice-president in 1896, and the Institute of Mining Engineers, as well as a 
trustee of his alma mater, the Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute.  He had his portrait painted by 
Robert Harris, one of the most prominent Canadian portrait artists of the 19th century.17   
 
Charles was schooled in Gananoque, and later a Preparatory School of what was then Queen’s 
College—later University, Kingston (in 1894 he was honoured by Queen’s with an honorary 
degree of Doctorate of Law).  At the age of 15 in 1852-53 he worked for one of Canada’s 
premier engineers, Samuel Keefer, where he served on a survey team of the Grand Trunk 
Railway between Kingston and Brockville, then being built by another Gananoquean, Charles 
Legge (a cousin through his great aunt, sister of W.S (I) Macdonald).  Desiring to pursue the 
profession of civil engineering, in 1854 Charles enrolled in the Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 
at Troy, New York, which was then the only institution of its kind in the U.S. (and North 
America), and graduated in 1857.  On graduation he returned to the Grand Trunk and assumed 
the position of assistant engineer of the Philadelphia and Reading Railroad.  
 
He was engaged in the construction of an extension of the Grand Trunk Railway from Port 
Huron to Detroit, Michigan.  He returned to Gananoque, but found little demand for his services 
in Canada, and in 1863 moved to the U.S., finding employment with the Engineering Corps of 
the Reading Railroad, and lived in Pottstown, Pennsylvania.  With the start of the American Civil 
War, he joined the Pennsylvania Volunteers, was taken prisoner, but freed after the Battle of 
Gettysburg.  When the war was over in 1865, he devoted much time to the study of iron bridge 
construction, a relatively new concept at that time.  He was entrusted with the construction of 
bridges for the Lackawanna Railroad, and in 1869 opened an office in New York City.  He was 
appointed a trustee for the construction of the Brooklyn Bridge (Col. W.A. Roebling, Chief 
Engineer), which opened in 1883. 
 
Charles was a founder in the Union Bridge Company at its organisation in 1884 (acknowledged 
as the chief funding partner and leader of the team), which went on to build such prominent 
bridges as the 1889 Poughkeepsie Bridge over the Hudson River (then the world’s longest 
bridge), the Merchant’s Bridge over the Mississippi at St. Louis, the Sixth Street Bridge in 
Pittsburgh, and the span over the Ohio River at Cairo.  In 1887-89 he was the superintending 
engineer of the Hawkesburg Bridge in New South Wales, Australia, after his company’s plans 
were accepted after a world-wide competition. 
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In 1900 Charles figured prominently in the organisation of the American Bridge Company, 
which was a consolidation of the Union Bridge Company and other large bridge-building firms.  
He became Vice-president of the new company and remained in that position until it was 
absorbed by the United States Steel Corporation in 1902.  He retired from the firm at this time, 
but remained active in the field, and was frequently engaged as a consultant, notably in 1910 as 
an expert commissioner following the partial collapse and disastrous loss of life of the massive 
cantilever bridge over the St. Lawrence at Quebec City in 1907—a project that after two partial 
collapses would ultimately take from 1900-17 to complete.   The report is considered a classic of 
structural engineering and benefitted bridge design around the world.  When Charles died he was 
considered by both his local and professional press as one of the greatest bridge builders in North 
America and one of the greatest citizens of Gananoque.18 
 
He married Sarah Louise Willard of Troy NY in 1861, and three children lived to adulthood: 
William Stone (II) and Mrs. J.R. Serson and Mrs. W.G. Triest.  His wife died in 1912, his son in 
1923, Mrs. Serson in 1943, and Mrs. Triest in 1953. 


Rebecca Edwards, as the subsequent owner and hotel proprietor of Blinkbonnie, was also 
connected with a prominent Gananoque family, as the sister of William Edwards who owned a 
successful furniture store and undertaking business (the two activities were often connected at 
the time as coffins needed detailed cabinetry).19  However, she also made a name for herself first 
as a school teacher.  Before retiring from teaching she operated Blinkbonnie a hotel and, after 
teaching she maintained the business until shortly before she died at 82 in September 1957.  In 
her obituary it was stated “She made the hotel one of the most unique in Ontario.” 
 
Edwards was born, educated, and lived most of her life in Gananoque, except for brief periods.  
She started her teaching career at the age of 17 and retired in 1933 after 41 years.  Her last 
teaching appointment was in Kingston.  She was a charter member of the King’s Daughters, and 
an honorary member of the Beta Sigma Phi sorority.  She attended Christ Church, Gananoque, 
and in her younger years was active in church and community affairs.  She never married and 
sold the property to Steven Amery of Kingston, after being in failing health for some months. 
  


ARCHITECTURE 
 
Design  
 
Figure 15: Postcard of the west view from 
the Blinkbonnie, ca. 1930s, looking towards 
the St. Lawrence River.  The building in the 
upper right (not extant) at one time served as 
an annex for the main hotel/guest house 
(Douglas Rombough postcard collection 
Queen’s University Archives).   
Blinkbonnie is a grand, picturesque 
design, incorporating classical 
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balance of its various components, within an asymmetrical massing.  The design masterfully 
incorporates an earlier structure, and with its greater height took advantage of a placement of the 
views of both the St. Lawrence and the Gananoque rivers (hence the Gaelic name meaning 
beautiful view).  With a footprint that steps forward to the Main Street, it has a notable 
presence—particularly commanding when seen from the southeast.  The former porches, 
whether the large entrance porte-cochere or commodious side and rear verandas, were an 
essential component of the design, and the building looks forlorn in its current state without 
them.  Further animation of the early 20th-century structure, that are also gone, include pointy 
finials on all the dormer windows and the cupola, as well numerous chimneys with decorative 
brickwork at the caps. 
 
When Blinkbonnie was remodelled by Charles (II) Macdonald, it was intended to appear suitable 
for a person who had worked most of his life in the prosperous realm of upper American 
engineering circles.  In addition to elaborate porches (later modified or augmented for the 
purposes of the guest house trade), and the dominating fourth-level rooftop cupola/widow’s 
walk, there were ornaments of five fireplaces, elaborate wood trim and floors, chandeliers, 10 
bedrooms and five baths—the latter being quite an exceptional number at the beginning of the 
20th century. 
 
Style 
Blinkbonnie is an excellent example of the Colonial Revival Style, as espoused by architect Lent. 
The style rose to popularity after the U.S Centennial International Exposition in Philadelphia in 
1876, and its favour greatly increased with the World Columbian Exposition in Chicago in 1892.  
It has remained a popular traditional residential design in the U.S. and Canada since.  The bones, 
or the core structure, of 1843, were a vernacular version of British late Georgian, which shared 
similarities with motifs of the American Colonial Revival, because of the classical origins of 
both styles.  However, details of the Colonial Revival style could range quite widely, and cross 
over into the Queen Anne Revival Style, as is the case with 95 King St. W., which has numerous 
classical references with columns and pilasters, low relief garlands and panels (of pressed metal), 
urn-topped rail posts, and sash windows, yet which has an irregularity more in keeping with 
Queen Anne Revival Style massing. 
 
With the Colonial Revival Style, a wide selection of building materials could be employed, 
sometimes all on the same building—wood siding of clapboard or shingles, stucco, brick, or 
stone.  Blinkbonnie of 1902 had a rough-cast parge, painted yellow (one of Lent’s favourite 
colours) that masterfully united the many different structural components.  This achieved an 
underlying discipline associated with the classical/formal aesthetic of the Colonial Revival Style.  
Detailing associated with the Colonial Revival Style included: window shutters, low relief 
garlands on the window lintels, porch columns of wood with restrained capitals, and regularly 
placed urn-topped rail posts featured on the upper level of every porch. 
 
In Lent’s second book Sensible Suburban Residences, he delves further into his concept of the 
Colonial Revival style and features.  He praises “the charming and quaint grace of our fine old 
[American] colonial style of country houses which makes them so sought after by those 
interested in modern suburban residences.”  He expresses his admiration of the early settlers for 
their ability “to build sensible, useful and picturesque houses – houses built to stay; fit to live in 
comfortably and fit to look at pleasurably.”  He believes that these principles employed in earlier 
architectural design can be applied to the modern suburban home.  Architecture was not alone in 







its interest in the colonial period for inspiration, and the movement included other forms of 
cultural expression such as music, art and landscape design.20 
 
The Colonial Revival was not based on a single precedent, but looked to the various styles that 
characterized the early settlers in different regions of the U.S. and Canada.  The most popular 
revival style, however, was English, with all its various interpretations.  Architects looked back 
to early Classical Revival Style houses, and the simpler shingled houses in New England, 
especially of Cape Cod, Massachusetts, for inspiration.  They borrowed features from these 
models such as symmetrical facades, decorated doorways often with sidelights and fanlights, 
columned porches, dormers, sash windows and other traits both inside and out that linked the 
modern designs to the architectural traditions of the past. 
 
Architect/Designer, Builder 
Architect 
Frank T. (Franklin Townsend) Lent (1855-1919) was an architect, author and painter.  By the 
time he greatly re-worked Blinkbonnie, he was well known in Gananoque and the surrounding 
area as an architect, particularly for commodious suburban, country, island and seaside 
residences.  Lent came to Gananoque, ca. 1900, and designed his residence at 120 Market Street 
(neighbouring Blinkbonnie at the southwest 
corner of the intersection with Clarence).  His 
views on domestic architecture are well conveyed 
in three books he authored, in which he 
comments about designing and supervising the 
construction of a prodigious number of 
residences—apparently a good number being 
mail order designs that he did not supervise the 
construction.  Lent favoured the Colonial Revival 
style and in this incorporated classical, Dutch, or  


 
Figures 16-17: above, Rodgers Residence, Cranford 
NJ (Brûlé, “From A Home In The Suburbs To A 
Retreat In The Wilderness,” p 31, from Roosevelt 
Manor suburb promotional material); and left, former 
Lent Residence, 120 Market Street, Gananoque (photo 
E. Tumak 2017). 
 
Shingle style influences, as well as his own 
interpretations, such as the dramatic cupola of 
the new section of Blinkbonnie which harkens 
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to earlier designs by Lent, such as the Rodgers Residence of 1903-04 in the Roosevelt Manor 
community of Cranford, New Jersey—a planned commuting suburb of New York City with 
which Lent was greatly involved.21 
 
Figures 18-19: Below, left – 16 Princess St., Gananoque, second rectory of Christ Church  (photo E. Tumak, 2009); 
right-, 18 Barrie St., Kingston (photo P. Robertson, 2017); and below left, Gananoque Clock Tower, viewed from 
the southwest.  (Photo: Edgar Tumak, Jan., 2008).  


In the last decade increasing research about Lent has not 
only revealed much about his oeuvre: that he was the 
only practising architect in Gananoque in the early 20th 
century, and that he may be the most significant architect 
of Gananoque and its Thousand Islands hinterland.22   
 
Born in Poughkeepsie, New York, Lent graduated from 
Rutgers University in New Jersey in 1878 with a B.S., 
and a MS in 1881.  This was followed by two years of 
postgraduate apprenticeship in the New Jersey-based 
architectural firm of William A. Potter.  Lent described 
his first 20-years of architectural practise as focussed in 
the vicinity of New York City and Boston, with 
commissions in a total of nine states—but principally 
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Massachusetts, Maine, New Jersey, New York (he also practised in Colorado and Nevada where 
he was living temporarily for health reasons), as well as Ontario.  He became a member of both 
the American Institute of Architects and a Fellow of the Royal Canadian Institute of Architects. 
 
In his middle to mature years, Lent became associated with the cottage country of the Thousand 
Islands and Rideau Lakes area (e.g., Rockport).  In 1901 he advertised himself to be “devoting 
his entire time to St. Lawrence river work as resident architect and inspector.”23  This 
geographical transition may have been prompted by the acrimonious divorce from his first wife.  
Despite this, one of his earliest commissions in Gananoque was the second Rectory for Christ 
Church, 16 Princess Street, (contractors Mitchell & Wilson).24 
 
Additional notable summer and suburban residences in the Gananoque region by Lent include: 
Dr. E.L. Atkinson’s cottage (ca. 1900), Big White Calf Island, Admiralty Island Group, 
Thousand Islands; Frederick J. Skinner Residence, 95 King Street West, Gananoque (1905, 
designated); the very large vacation property of Nokomis Lodge, Howe Island (additions and 
alterations 1903 by Lent, destroyed by fire 1914 and new design by Lent, destroyed by fire 
2003); 18 Barrie Street (at the corner of King St. W.), Kingston, which was substantially 
remodelled by Lent in 1905—and as masterfully as Blinkbonnie (originally constructed in 1830, 
later renovated for Queen’s University, Faculty of Medicine).25 
 
Institutional buildings, however, were very much part of his oeuvre as demonstrated by the 1903 
Gananoque Clock Tower, Stone Street South—funded by Charles (II) Macdonald and built in 
memory of his father, William Stone Macdonald, who died in 1902;26 and by St. Paul’s Anglican 
Church, Elgin (north of Gananoque, 1903-05)—a Gothic Revival design of squat proportions 
with intricate interior woodwork by James Stanton.27 
 
In addition to its aesthetic qualities, the Colonial Revival Style could, as Lent interpreted, turn its 
attention to practical matters, and discuss the ideas of shelter and comfort, and the importance of 
combining utility and beauty in a thoughtful and meaningful way.  Lent addressed the idea of 
convenience and the importance of the plan of the house to the daily lives of the occupants in the 
second section of his book Sound Sense in Suburban Architecture.  He goes through a floor plan 
room by room beginning with the hall, providing guidance on the placement, floor plan design 
with advice regarding built-in and non-built-in elements.  He reminds the reader that the hall 
gives the first impression to a visitor, and to consider design elements carefully.  Lent advises on 
colour (he promoted yellow on both the interior and exterior), and even materials for flooring, 
furnishings, rugs, closets, and recommends the inclusion of stained glass windows in the hall. 
 


                                                 
23    Biographical information and quote from, Freeman Britton, Souvenir of Gananoque and the Thousand Islands, 
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27  Heritage Tour of Elgin, http://www.twprideaulakes.on.ca/elgintour/ ; Gananoque Reporter occurred on 
Saturday June 1, 1901. 
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Lent was precise in his instructions and promoted commodious sliding glass doors (sliding out of 
sight when opened), providing morning sun in the dining room, and well-furnished kitchens 
supplied with all the necessary closets, cupboards, and north facing location to keep out the heat 
in summer.  Every aspect of the home was discussed, from the second story, the den, the cellar 
even the verandahs (he often called piazzas), with detailed instructions from swinging pantry 
doors, to the fireplace(s) and all important mantel—often included in the entrance stair hall, as 
well as his preferred choices of hardware, radiators, boilers, door knobs, paint and varnish, 
plumbing, even stained glass windows.28  Such detailed instructions may stem from his mail 
order design activities, which include a residence recently documented in Picton, Ontario.29 
 


Figure 20: 2 Johnson Street, 
Picton, Ontario, ca. 1898, mail 
order design by F.T. Lent 
(photo: E. Tumak, 2017).   
Lent was also notable as 
an artist: as a member of 
the Academy of Design; 
and in 1884 the New York 
Herald listed Lent as 
"one of others represented 
among the painters now 
in view" at the American 
Art Gallery in New York 
City.30 
 


Lent spent his final years at his principal residence in Sterling, Massachusetts, but returned each 
summer to the Gananoque area to reside in his cottage “Wee Rocks” located on a pair of small 
islands (connected by a bridge) south of McDonald Island in the Admiralty Group near 
Gananoque. 
 
Lent’s success as an architect was based on several factors.  He had the ability to appreciate the 
sensibilities of the late-19th and early-20th century consumers.  He recognized the importance of 
the design qualities of the home but, perhaps more importantly, he also understood the home was 
much more than a material space: it also had to satisfy the family emotionally and 
psychologically.  It enabled the family to create a domestic space, a sanctuary from the outside 
world, and was a means of constructing an identity through its style and location.    
 
Lent advocated the Colonial Revival style in both theory and practice, and he developed a 
personal style that drew on the classical and vernacular origins of the movement.  He used this 
formula in his work in the suburbs around New York City, and translated it across the border to 
Gananoque and the Thousand Islands.  Additionally, Lent was able to successfully market his 
services through the three books he wrote and through advertisements he took out in various 
publications.   The ideas conveyed and the practical information provided, not only offer a look 
into building practice and architectural style during this period, but more importantly, they 
provide a glimpse into the culture around the home and the development of suburban and resort 
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architecture.  Many of his buildings that exist today are quite striking, and admirable for their 
contribution to the architectural landscape.31 
 
Builder 
The firm of Mitchell and Wilson was responsible for the construction of the 1902 augmentation 
of Blinkbonnie.  In addition to many structures in Gananoque, the firm built numerous summer 
residences in the Thousand Islands—many to the designs of Lent, including some of the former 
outbuildings at Blinkbonnie.  The firm would remain the leading Gananoque construction in 
Gananoque through the 20th century, and remained in family control.32   
 
At the time of Blinkbonnie’s aggrandisement, the firm was headed by David Mitchell (whose 
family started the business in Gananoque in 1854) and George Wilson who started his career as a 
bricklayer, and by 1892 was successful enough to join with the prominent Mitchell family 
business.33  The men developed the firm into the leading Gananoque construction company.34  
 
George Mitchell came to Gananoque in 1833, but did not settle there permanently until 1842 
when he established his first Gananoque business as a carriage shop, later adding joinery and 
house building.  In 1854 he purchased property on the Gananoque River near the upper dam 
from W.S. (I) Macdonald, for his expanding carriage factory.  In addition to his business 
activities, George was a respected leader as Precentor of Psalmody with St. Andrew’s 
Presbyterian Church, Gananoque, (i.e., the person who kept the choir in tune when singing 
psalms, establishing the initial pitch with a tuning fork, because pianos and organs were 
forbidden in St. Andrew’s until 1874).  For his duties, he received an inscribed silver watch from 
the congregation for 24 years in this role.  After the death of George (1892) and his wife Jane, 
the family commissioned a memorial window in their honour in St. Andrew’s.  They had four 
sons and five daughters.  Around 1903-04, Jane relocated to Winnipeg, where some of her 
children lived, and died there in 1908.  
 
David Alexander Mitchell (b. 1859), was the son who continued as manager of the family 
business on the Mitchell side (having started work in the company in 1886).  With David Wilson 
as a partner, the two purchased the company from Jane in 1892, and the firm became known as 
Mitchell and Wilson.  Wilson looked after building construction, and Mitchell the planing, mill 
and supply business.  Wilson died in 1911, and D.  Mitchell purchased D. Wilson’s interests in 
the company from his widow, but carried on under the name of Mitchell and Wilson.  In 1912 
David sold his investments and property at the upper dam, (as the location acquired in 1854 was 
too small for the expanding business) to the Jones Shovel Co. for their expanding their shovel 
factory.  The Mitchell & Wilson business moved to the northwest corner of Market and St. 
Lawrence streets.  There he built a factory, office, three storage sheds and a stable.  He retired in 
1922, at which time the business was incorporated under the name Mitchell and Wilson Ltd.  The 
business was assumed by his nephew Ross Richardson who moved back to Gananoque from 
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Winnipeg in 1910, and who remained manager for the next 42 years, retiring in 1964 (died 
1984).  David died in 1937 at 77, at which time his daughter Mary, became president of the 
company.  
 
In addition to Blinkbonnie, notable structures of the combined Mitchell & Wilson from the early 
20th century include: the Skinner residence in 1905 (now the Sleepy Hollow B&B, Fig. 6); the 
Gananoque Band Stand of 1921 (Fig. 13, designed by then Gananoque Band member William 
Rees); the old high school opposite St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (constructed 1895, 
demolished 1949), and the gates at the three town entrances; the Clock Tower, numerous 
factories such as the Electric Light Company; churches (such as the 1886-87 enlargement of St. 
Andrew’s Presbyterian) and some of the largest island homes including Limberlost (foot of Hill 
Island), Nokomis Lodge (Howe Island), Benson’s Island (Ivy Lea).35 


 
The work of George Wilson is not to 
be confused with R.J. Wilson who 
was also a prominent builder in 
Gananoque at the time, and who was 
responsible for the construction of 
the Gananoque Swing Bridge on 
Water Street (1893, designated 
2013), and the Gananoque Pump 
House (1903-05, designated 2009).36 
  
ENVIRONMENT 
 
    Compatibility with Heritage 


Environs 
 
Figures 21-22: above left, Postcard of 
Blinkbonnie outbuildings (coach house 
and water tower), formerly located in the 
northwest ell of the property, viewed 
from the west lawn/garden (Douglas 
Rombough postcard collection Queen’s 
University Archives; Current site plan for 
50 Main Street, Gananoque.  (source: 
Town of Gananoque Planning 
Department, 2017).  
Blinkbonnie of the early to mid-
20th century was situated on a 
spacious town property, enhanced 
by expansive and well detailed 
porches/verandahs, and 
surrounded with meticulously 
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tended gardens.  There were several outbuildings in a northwest ell of the grounds, including: a 
50-foot water tower, laundry, and garage (originally a coach house of 1902, demolished 1983).   
The water tower was never used, because of the establishment of the municipal water system in 
1903-05 with the construction of the Gananoque Waterworks Pump House, 110 Kate Street 
(however, the tower remained in place for decades).37  
 
The residence, and later guest house/hotel, was located on a block of commodious residences.  
Further to the west there were more commodious residences and mansions.  On the east side of 
Main Street, directly opposite Blinkbonnie, the houses were modest in size.  Behind/east of 
these, were industrial buildings, backing on to the Thousand Islands Railway tracks, Mill Street 
and a head race channel that forked away from the Gananoque River at the north end of Mill 
Street (Fig.13).38 
 
Figure 23: Blinkbonnie, Main Street Street elevation, viewed from the northeast, ca. late 1920s, showing the ample 
porte-cochere and north/side porch/veranda (Douglas Rombough postcard collection Queen’s University Archives).  


Most of these large and 
small 19th century 
residences remain, 
although a significant 
modification to the 
environs is the Clarion 
Inn, the closest 
component being a 
one-storey pool 
building sitting tightly 
at the northwest/rear 
corner of Blinkbonnie 
(Fig. 1).  While large, 
the Clarion Inn is lower 
than Blinkbonnie and 
set further back from 


Main Street, and as such does not have an overriding impact on the much larger mass of the 
historic building.  However, the current site configuration of the Clarion Inn (2013) only 
provides a narrow side/north property for Blinkbonnie, with the property division now extending 
onto the area of a former sizeable porch/veranda dating from the 1902 Blinkbonnie design.   
 
On the Market Street side—a narrow, one-way street, the Clarion Inn has a very prominent 
impact, effectively forming a two-storey wall on the north boundary of the Blinkbonnie site.  
While the rear/west end of the property remains open to Market Street, the 2013 property 
severance also cut the Blinkbonnie site access to the road, whereas formerly it always extended 
to the street. 
     


                                                 
37    Mitchell and Wilson and Charles Macdonald, contract, September 2, 1902, Mitchell and Wilson Limited; and 
Tumak, Gananoque Waterworks Pump House, 2009. 
38    Underwriter’s Survey Bureau: Insurance Plan of Gananoque, plan dated 1947, sheet/map 4. 







Community Context / Landmark Status 
Blinkbonnie has served a prominent role in Gananque’s hospitality industry for about 90 years.  
Prior to this, it was one of the town’s grandest residences from the early-20th century until the 
early 1920s.  Going back earlier, from the mid-19th century, even though a much smaller 
residence, it was still a commodious residence of one of Gananoque’s leading families.  A wide 
section of the local population, or people associated with Gananoque, know of this highly 
pedigreed status, and it can still be presented in local media reports without an image or address 
provided. 
 
Located near the north end of Main Street, with the property visually extending west/back to 
Market Street, it is centrally located, just removed from downtown.  Further it is included as part 
of Gananoque’s Lowertown: classified by the Planning Department as undergoing a renaissance, 
and considered an up-and-coming neighbourhood, particularly with significant residential and 
recreational developments along the nearby St. Lawrence shoreline. 
 
A further distinguishing feature, the imposing cupola/widow’s walk that rises from the centre of 
the large front section, increases its visibility from various vantage points in town. 
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Heritage Character Defining Elements for Blinkbonnie, 50 Main Street, Gananoque 


Extant Features: 


‐ Colonial Revival style of the early 20th century employed for a grand residence, as interpreted by 


architect F.T. Lent 


‐ Grand, picturesque design, incorporating classical balance of its various components, within an 


asymmetrical massing 


‐ Main Street elevation with a stepped footprint that exerts a notable presence to the 


streetscape—particularly commanding when seen from the southeast 


‐ Animated roofline with dormers and central cupola 


‐ Main entrance decorated with side and transom windows 


‐ Sash windows, with ground floor windows featuring decorative glass at the top 


‐ Rough‐cast exterior parge painted yellow 


‐ Colonial Revival detailing (e.g., low relief garlands on window lintels of ground and second 


floors) 


‐ Views towards both the Gananoque and St. Lawrence rivers (i.e., sightlines to the east and west) 


‐ Generous property visually open to both Main and Market streets 


‐ Located amongst other grand and more modest structures, built as residences in the 19th and 


early 20th centuries 


‐ Association with the Macdonald/McDonald clan of Gananoque 


Former/Not Extant Features: 


‐ Numerous commodious  porches and verandahs on all elevations, with a porte‐cochere at the 


entrance, detailed in Colonial Revival style 


‐ Pointy finials on dormers and cupola 


‐ Exterior window shutters 


‐ Well‐tended grounds with trees along Main Street 


‐ Numerous brick chimneys with decorative caps 
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1. Introduction
The purpose of this report is to determine the cultural heritage significance of 
a large property in the town of Gananoque, Ontario known municipally as 
401 King Street West. This property was the former summer home of Agnes 
Maule Machar (1837-1927), an important Canadian author, social reformer 
and naturalist. The property is currently owned by Mrs. Damaris Davis, the 
great grand-daughter of one of the two friends of Machar to whom she 
willed the property. On February 10th, 2015, Machar was designated by 
Parks Canada as a Person of National Historic Significance. The following 
year, members of the Town of Gananoque Municipal Heritage Committee 
approached Bray Heritage to determine the possibility of honouring Machar 
by conserving Ferncliff through designation as a significant cultural heritage 
resource under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act subject to an assessment 
based upon the criteria in Ontario Heritage Act Regulation 9/06.  


Agnes Maule Machar ca. 1918. Credit: QUA
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In the summer of 2016, the property owners invited a team of heritage 
planners and architectural historians led by Carl Bray of Bray Heritage to 
visit Ferncliff and discuss options for conservation. Those discussions continued 
for the balance of the year. In early 2017, after discussions with their family, 
the owners agreed to work with the municipality on the process of designating 
the property, subject to it meeting the required criteria for designation. The 
Municipal Heritage Committee and the Town of Gananoque secured funding 
for the designation study and retained Bray Heritage to complete the project. 


This current study is intended to meet the basic requirements for the evaluation 
and designation of heritage properties that are found in the Ontario Heritage 
Act and the Ontario Heritage Tool Kit. The study follows the guidelines in 
the Tool Kit for property research and evaluation and uses the criteria for 
designation required under Ontario Heritage Act Regulation 9/06. While 
the assessment provided meets the requirements of the Ontario Heritage 
Act, based upon the material reviewed to date, the property merits much 
more extensive research and evaluation. It is hoped that, if designated, the 
property can be assessed in greater detail as part of ongoing research and 
conservation activities but, for now, the first step is to ensure the long-term 
conservation of the property by protecting its heritage values and attributes. 


This report has been prepared by Carl Bray PhD CAHP MCIP RPP, Principal 
of Bray Heritage, with the assistance of Senior Associate Marcus Letourneau 
PhD CAHP MCIP RPP, Associate David Nanton MPl, and using historical and 
site information compiled by Jennifer McKendry PhD. 
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2. Property Description
2.1 Location 
Ferncliff is located on the western edge of the town of Gananoque, Ontario, 
a small community on the St. Lawrence River within the Thousand Islands 
area. Its municipal address is 401 King Street West and the property is 
Part of Block K which is Part of Lot A, Plan 86 of the Town of Gananoque 
(also shown as Part of Lots 12 and 13, Concession #1, County of Leeds). The 
property is approximately 17 acres (6.9 ha.) in size.


Property in its context.
Source: Google Earth
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2.2 Physical characteristics and spatial 
      configuration
The property is a rural cottage lot now bordered on three sides by suburban 
development. Both the east and west sides are flanked by low density 
residential neighbourhoods. The western half of the north edge of the 
property abuts the rear yards of single family dwellings fronting on King 
Street West, the main street of Gananoque. The east side abuts Bay Street, 
an access route between King Street and the waterfront which is cut into the 
steep hillside as it descends alongside the subject site. Along the west side of 
the property is a narrow lane (“Birch Alley”) running along the rear property 
lines of single family dwellings facing Osborne Street and Windsor Drive. 


There are five residential lots along the south side of King Street with the 
cottage entrance drive located between the second and third lots. The 
southwest corner of the Ferncliff property has been severed to create “Bluff 
Park”, a municipal passive day use park overlooking the river and accessed 
by the public at the end of “Birch Alley”/Windsor Drive. 
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Property boundaries
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2.3 Planning Policy Context
The Town of Gananoque has various policies that pertain to heritage 
features, conservation, and related goals, such as those presented within the 
Town of Gananoque Official Plan (2009). In addition to the management and 
visioning guidelines established in the Official Plan, the Town of Gananoque 
has adopted supplementary plans to guide the municipality including the 
2005 Gananoque Lowertown Study, and the 2010 Culture Plan. Conservation 
of Ferncliff would appear to support these policies. 


Official Plan


The Official Plan is intended to manage future growth and change, and serve 
to guide the use of land within the Town of Gananoque for the next 20-years. 
Section 2.1 within the document provides the vision for the Town, which states 
that “Our Vision is to preserve and enhance the Town’s unique “small town” 
heritage, preserve our historic and environmental character, and provide a 
high quality of life through a sustainable development pattern.” Section 3.1.1 
of the Official Plan provides a series of objectives for heritage related land-
use policies including protecting and enhancing natural heritage qualities 
of the shoreline. Policies presented within Section 3.1.2 include protecting 
significant physical and biological features along the waterfront including 
natural heritage features through prevention of development in these areas, 
or the incorporation of such features into development plans for waterfront 
parks and open space. 


Section 3.1.2.3 states that all redevelopment is to follow the guidelines set out 
within the Lowertown Master Plan which, however, has physical boundaries 
that do not include the Ferncliff property. Section 3.6 states that the natural 
heritage landscape of the Town of Gananoque is defined by its waterfront 
location, and that the Town must balance attempts to maximize benefits 
from these natural heritage features with policies designed to preserve and 
protect them. The goal of Section 3.6 is to conserve, protect, and enhance 
the Town’s natural heritage features, and achieve this through conservation, 
rehabilitation where necessary, and practices that ensure the resource 
remains a benefit for future generations.
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Town Documents


CuLTuRAL PLAN, 2010:


This strategic plan for the whole municipality stresses the importance of 
culture and heritage in the future economic development of Gananoque. 


• Intended to identify community cultural resources of all kinds, evaluate 
potential for tourism and economic development, and provide 
strategies for realizing increased economic benefits for cultural tourism 
and the strength of the creative cultural sector. 


• This document highlights the potential for Gananoque for increased 
tourism through the preservation and enhancement of cultural and 
natural heritage.


• Sustaining the built heritage resources and cultural resources are stressed 
as critical pillars of local identity and culture, and must be retained.


• A key initiative proposed in the plan is to adopt a conservation over 
demolition development standard, and to market themselves following 
this strategy. 


• Recommendations for Gananoque within the document include a 
commitment to the promotion of their heritage.


LOWERTOWN MASTER PLAN, 2005:


This plan for the historic waterfront industrial district which abuts the subject 
property has some heritage policies that are relevant to Ferncliff. 


• Study was created in 2005 to serve an economic development initiative 
and strategy for future development in the Lowertown area. 


• The defined physical boundaries do not include 401 King St. West.


• Relevant details of the Plan include the goal and objective of maintaining 
the historical, architectural character and uniqueness in the Lowertown 
area, which 401 King St. West is directly adjacent to the west.


• The Master Plan stresses the importance of the preservation and 
enhancement of existing uses, properties, and areas for cultural uses. 
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3. Research
3.1 Site history and description
The subject property has a long history and has the potential to yield 
significant built heritage, cultural landscape and archaeological resources. 
No history of the site’s development was found as part of the research 
conducted for this report. Some aspects can be inferred from physical 
evidence on the property, and some from academic research and journalistic 
reporting on the life of Agnes Maule Machar. From these sources, it would 
appear that Machar purchased the property in 1857 from a local farmer 
(its rocky and undulating topography making it unsuitable for farming) and 
had constructed a cottage based on alpine chalets that she would have seen 
in her European travels. 


Surviving photographs from the 19th century show the current two storey, 
gable-roofed frame building with a one storey verandah that appears to 
wrap around the west, south and east sides of the cottage. The flat roof of 
the verandah forms the floor of a balcony that is accessed by French windows 
in the upper storey rooms. Apparent is the decorative wooden scrollwork in 
the eaves and flanking the verandah column capitals and there are wooden 
shutters/jalousies on the windows. The unusually high ground floor contains 
floor-to-ceiling French doors that open onto the verandah, and the lack of a 
handrail there provides and unobstructed view of the river and surrounding 
forest. The current cottage has suffered from exposure to the elements and 
vandalism over the years and is missing the verandah.


Historical photograph showing 
original appearance
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3.2 Site occupation
The presence of a high promontory overlooking the river suggests that 
the property may have pre-contact occupation by indigenous peoples but 
no archaeological investigation has been undertaken to date. Anecdotal 
evidence for post-contact occupation suggests that the property formed part 
of a larger farm that was subdivided to create this cottage lot. Machar 
died in 1927. In her will, she gave the property to two of her friends, one 
of whom was Lawson Power Chambers, an American academic. His family 
and their descendants used the property as a summer home throughout the 
20th century. Damaris Davis, current owner, is the great grand-daughter of 
Lawson Power Chambers.


Descriptions from scholarly sources and the popular press give an indication 
of what life was like during Machar’s time. For example, as the Parks Canada 
formal announcement/press release designating Agnes Maule Machar as a 
Person of National Historic Significance (February 10, 2015) states:


 “As a prolific writer and proud nationalist in the late Victorian age, Agnes 
Maule Machar was a dominant and influential female voice in Canada…
Machar loved the outdoors and nature and hosted fellow writers at 
Ferncliff, her summer home in Gananoque near what is now Thousand 
Islands National Park”.


Within the Dictionary of Canadian Biography, Ruth Compton Brouwer stated:


“Later, as a well-known author, Agnes developed her own circle and, 
especially at Ferncliff, her summer home in Gananoque near the Thousand 
Islands, she hosted international figures who shared her interest in 
literature, religion, and science…she welcomed Emily Pauline Johnson and 
other women writers to Ferncliff, which Grant Allen publicized so well in 
Longman’s Magazine (London).”


“…Ferncliff she gave to two other close friends, T.G. Marquis and Lawson 
Powers Chambers, a Queen’s graduate and professor of philosophy at 
Washington university in St. Louis, Mo.” 


As noted by Dr. Brian Osborne in Historic Kingston, 2011: 


“Not only was Nature central to Agnes Machar’s “patriotic landscape”, 
Canada’s natural world was the source of individual and social 
strength. A constant theme in her oeuvre was a melding of theology and 
transcendentalism whereby the Divine Creator’s works and the qualities 
of love, justice, and harmony were revealed through the beauties of the 
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natural world. Thus, several of Agnes Maule Machar’s poems – Drifting 
among the Thousand Islands, The Happy Islands, September among the 
Thousand Islands, and The Cliff to the Islands – focused on the upper 
St. Lawrence and the Thousand Islands as a place of restoration and 
communion with Nature…And it was not only in her manuscripts and 
canvasses that Miss Machar advanced her ideas about Nature. A plaque 
at her summer home near the Thousand Islands in Gananoque, reads 
“Ferncliffe Protection Sanctuary, estab. 1857.” It was here that she 
spent much of her time reflecting on her views of the world and seeking 
tranquility and inspiration. Locals recall that people were free to roam 
through the surrounding woodlands but were not allowed to pick flowers. 
Ahead of her time, such conservationist preferences prompted her to 
campaign for the prohibition of the use of birds’ plumage in women’s hats 
and the promotion of wilderness parks.”


In an article in Thousand Islands Life (July 13, 2015 12:32) entitled “the 
Puzzle of Agnes Maule Machar, local historian Heather Chitty imagines life 
at Ferncliff during Machar’s residency: 


“The year is 1877 and Agnes Maule Machar, a summer resident of 
the Thousand Islands, is on holiday at her cottage on the bluffs west of 
Gananoque. The weekend is busy with fellow writers and thinkers visiting 
from overseas; her American friend, John Greenleaf Whittier, helped 
plant lilies-of-the-valley through the afternoon and is retiring to work 
on his poetry; academic friends from Queen’s College are expected 
for dinner; now news from fellow writer Emily Pauline Johnson – she is 
available to visit later in the summer….Even at a local level Miss Machar 
was generous. In her adopted Gananoque community, she would visit 
elementary classes and give talks to the pupils about the environment, 
and about wildlife and preservation. She encouraged the community to 
use her property for walks and enjoyment of nature. She baked and 
walked down the pathways of her woods, to take cookies to the children 
swimming, at the beach below her cottage; and she was a beloved friend 
to her island neighbours travelling by skiff, on the river she loved, to visit 
close friends on Little White Calf Island and others.”







FERNCLIFF | Heritage Resource Evaluation and Designation Report


BRAY Heritage | Page 11


In a similar vein, Michael O’Neill writing for the Gananoque Reporter 
(February 26, 2015) relates anecdotal accounts of Machar at Ferncliff: 


“Everyone in Gananoque knows of or has heard of Machar’s Woods….
she purchased the property as a summer retreat from a farmer who found 
it too rocky to farm…She designed her summer home, named Ferncliffe 
[sic] Cottage, based on the chalets she had seen in Europe…She used 
to visit the local schools and give little talks on nature and protecting 
animals. Some lucky locals were invited to tea at Ferncliffe Cottage and 
many others walked in the woods where they met her and were welcomed 
as long as they didn’t pick the wildflowers.”
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3.3 Physical Description
3.3.1 Cottage


The current building is a two storey, frame structure on a fieldstone foundation. 
Exterior cladding is vertical board and batten and the roof is clad in asphalt 
shingle. The roof is a simple gable with deep overhangs. The façade (south 
facing) has two French windows on the main floor with solid exterior shutters. 
In the second storey are 3 French windows with solid exterior shutters. The 
east elevation has three bays with a single French window with solid exterior 
shutters in the first bay, a central entranceway with a single wooden panelled 
door with a transom above, and solid wooden exterior shutters. The third 
bay has a smaller 6/6 window with solid wooden exterior shutters. Above 
in the first and third bay are single 6/6 windows with solid wooden exterior 
shutters. The north elevation has a central two storey projecting bay with a 
hipped roof and single 6/6 windows flanked by single 6/6 windows in the 
second storey and an offset single entrance door and a small window in the 
first bay. The west elevation has three bays with a single French window 
in the third bay and exterior additions covering the other bays. Above in 
the first and third bay are single 6/6 windows with solid wooden exterior 
shutters. A small frame gable-roofed outbuilding is located to the northwest 
of the cottage.
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View from SE


View from SW
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View from N


Cottage main floor interior with ceiling 
arch, French windows and furnishings
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Second storey French window Outbuilding
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3.3.2 Landscape


The cottage is situated on a low ridge of bedrock which slopes gently towards 
the river before dropping straight down to water level. The cottage is accessed 
by a narrow, gravelled driveway that follows the rise and fall of the site’s 
topography as it winds south from King Street. There are remains of a concrete 
foundation of near the entrance, on the west side. The vegetation on the property 
includes characteristic hardwood and softwood species of the region, in a climax 
forest of mature oak, hickory, maple, ash, pine and cedar. The tree canopy is 
high and the understory is somewhat open, with some new growth and scattered 
deadfalls. The bedrock forms a rugged topography, with ridges interspersed 
with gullies and steep slopes. The immediate vicinity of the cottage has been 
cleared of vegetation to create an open area facing the river and a gravelled 
parking and access area on the north side. The landscape flanking the cottage 
includes several openings in the forest cover and a series of informal pathways 
and several field stone walls. The edge of the cliff is free of vegetation above, 
with scattered vegetation growing in the cliff face (including ferns). Steps have 
been cut into the cliff face to provide access to the water. Views from the cliff 
top are panoramic to the southeast, south and southwest, overlooking the St. 
Lawrence River and some of the Thousand Islands. 


View to south
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Entrance driveway and mature 
forest landscape
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4. Cultural Heritage Value
The subject property is neither Listed under Section 27 or Designated under 
Section 29, Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act, nor is it located within a 
Heritage Conservation District enacted under Part V of the Ontario Heritage 
Act. As a result, the Town records lack details concerning the property’s 
cultural heritage values and heritage attributes.


In order to determine if the subject property meets current Provincial 
standards for heritage designation, the following assessment was made using 
the criteria and categories found in Ontario Heritage Act Regulation 9/06 
(note: the property may merit further evaluation using Ontario Heritage Act 
Regulation 10/06 and the criteria used by the federal Historic Sites and 
Monuments Board, to determine if the property merits Provincial and/or 
federal heritage designation). 


Criterion #1: Design/Physical Value
The property has design value or physical value because it:


• is a rare, unique, representative or early example of a style, type, 
expression, material or construction method,


• displays a high degree of craftsmanship or artistic merit, or


• demonstrates a high degree of technical or scientific achievement.


Evaluation


The cottage is a rare surviving example of mid-19th century recreational 
building design in the Thousand Island region, and is a unique example of 
a vernacular interpretation of chalet designs found in alpine Europe. While 
the exterior has been altered, surviving elements of the interior display a 
high degree of craftsmanship or artistic merit.  Aside from construction of 
the cottage, various outbuildings (no longer extant) and access routes, the 
surrounding natural landscape does not appear to have been significantly 
altered since at least the 1850s and thus is a rare surviving example of an 
early 19th century rural property. It thus meets the first two components of 
Criterion #1. 


Although not directly related to the criteria in the Ontario Regulation, it 
should be noted that the landscape of the property has merit as a natural 
environment that is representative of its region and is in a mature state. 
The landscape contains mixed woodland habitat and geological formations 
that are characteristic of the bedrock of the Frontenac Arch Precambrian 
geologic region and of the biotic transition zone between the Manitoulin-
Lake Simcoe and Frontenac Arch ecoregions. 
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Criterion #2: Historical/Associative Value
The property has historical or associative value because it:


• has direct associations with a theme, event, belief, person, activity, 
organization or institution that is significant to a community,


• yields, or has the potential to yield, information that contributes to an 
understanding of a community or culture, or


• demonstrates or reflects the work or ideas of an architect, artist, builder, 
designer or theorist who is significant to a community.  


Evaluation


The property has direct associations with Agnes Maule Machar, a Person of 
National Historic Significance and with important contemporary persons of her 
circle who visited there (including Emily Pauline Johnson and George Munro 
Grant). As a gathering spot for artistic and intellectual persons of the mid-
late 19th century, as well as being a place that inspired Machar’s poetry and 
other writings, the property provides an understanding of her work as well as 
of the cultural life of Canada during that time. The property may also have 
the potential to yield an understanding of pre-contact indigenous culture. As a 
result, the property meets the first two components of Criterion No. 2.


Criterion #3: Contextual Value
The property has contextual value because it: 


• is important in defining, maintaining or supporting the character of an area


• is physically, functionally, visually or historically linked to its surroundings, or


• is a landmark. 


Evaluation


The property is a local landmark and has contributed to the character 
of Gananoque since the 1850s. Although located within the town limits, 
its primary visual links are to the Thousand Islands. It thus meets all three 
components of Criterion No. 3. 
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As a result, the property meets all three criteria for designation under 
Section 29, Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act. Although it is beyond the 
scope of this report, the property could also be evaluated for Provincial 
heritage significance under O. Reg. 10/06 and for potential national 
heritage significance via the Parks Canada/Historic Sites and Monuments 
Board assessment methods. 


Statement of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest
The primary goal of a Statement of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest 
(SCHVI) is to clearly identify the cultural heritage values identified as being 
associated with the property. The heritage attributes are derived from these 
descriptions. 


The cottage is a rare surviving example of mid- 19th century recreational 
building design in the Thousand Island region, and is a unique example of 
a vernacular interpretation of chalet designs found in alpine Europe. Aside 
from construction of the cottage, various outbuildings (no longer extant), 
and access routes, the surrounding natural landscape does not appear to 
have been altered since at least the 1850s and thus is a rare surviving 
example of an early 19th century rural property. 


The property has direct associations with Agnes Maule Machar, a Person of 
National Historic Significance and with important contemporary persons of 
her circle who visited there (including Emily Pauline Johnson and George 
Munro Grant). As a gathering spot for artistic and intellectual persons of the 
mid-late 19th century, as well as being a place that inspired Machar’s poetry 
and other writings, the property provides an understanding of her work as 
well as of the cultural life of Canada during that time. The property may 
also have the potential to yield an understanding of pre-contact indigenous 
culture.


The property is a local landmark and has contributed to the character of 
Gananoque since the 1850s. Although located within the town limits, its 
primary visual links are to the Thousand Islands. 
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Heritage attributes
The heritage attributes are derived from these identified values. Heritage 
attributes of the Ferncliff are: 


• the extant built heritage resource (cottage) on its original hilltop site;


o original board and batten exterior cladding


o original fenestration pattern of French windows with shutters


o original wooden windows


o original rubble stone foundation


o surviving original interior components (ground floor wooden wall 
panelling, shallow-arched ceiling divider, masonry fireplace 
and surround, wooden flooring, room and hallway configuration; 
second floor stairway, room and hallway configuration, wooden 
wall panelling)


• the modifications to the landscape made as part of site development 
(entrance drive, clearing around the cottage to reveal views of the 
river and surrounding forest, dry stone walls, stairs cut into the cliff 
face);


• surviving mature forest ecosystem and topographic/geological features; 
and


• areas of archaeological potential.
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5. Conclusions/
   Recommendations
The research and assessment conducted for this report has determined that 
the property has significant heritage value because of it built heritage, 
cultural landscape and archaeological resources. The evaluation made 
using the criteria in Ontario Heritage Act Regulation 9/06 has confirmed this 
determination. As a result, the property merits consideration for designation 
by the municipality under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act.


Municipal designation confers protection to the property that currently does 
not exist. The federal designation of Agnes Maule Machar as a Person of 
National Historic Significance does not apply to the property, only to the 
person. With designation, the owners and the municipality will have the 
policy tools needed to ensure the conservation and ongoing stewardship of 
the property. 
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6. Resources/Sources Cited
The following resources were accessed on line:


Dictionary of Canadian Biography university of Toronto/université Laval


Article by Ruth Compton Brouwer, Professor of history, King’s College, 
Western university


Estate file AO RG 22-159, no. 3867


Poetry collection “The Thousand Islands” (Toronto: 1935)


http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/machar_agnes_maule_15E.html


Kingston Historical Society, article by Brian S. Osborne 2011 “The World of 
Agnes Maule Machar (1837-1927): Social Reform, Nation, Empire, Nature”


http://www.kingstonhistoricalsociety.ca/machar.html


“Harper Government recognizes incredible contributions of Agnes Maule 
Machar” accessed http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/harper-
government-recognizes-the-incredible-contributions-of-agnes-maule-
machar-291390261.html


“The Puzzle of Agnes Maule Machar”, Heather Chitty, Thousand Islands Life 
July 13, 2015


http://www.thousandislandslife.com/BackIssues/Archive/tabid/393/
articleType/ArticleView/articleId/1766/The-Puzzle-of-Agnes-Maule-
Machar.aspx


Article in the Gananoque Reporter, by Michael O’Neill, February 26, 2015


http://virtual.gananoquereporter.com/doc/Gananoque-Reporter/
gananoque_reporter-0226/2015022401/7.html#6
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HERITAGE ADVISORY PANEL MINUTES 
 


Special Meeting June 27, 2017 @ 6:00 PM 
Emergency Service Building Boardroom 


 


Item Title/Description Recommended Action / 
Attachment 


Draft 
Motion 


1 CALL TO ORDER – Jeff Girling was acting Chair in David Anderson’s absence and called meeting to 
order at 6:10 PM 


COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT 
PUBLIC AT LARGE: Jared Trombetta 


Linda Dunford 


Derryl Wood 


Alan Fitzhugh 
STAFF: Linda Sicoli 
COUNCIL Jeff Girling 


REGRETS: Joanne van Dreumel 
David Anderson 


2 ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 


 
MOTION NO. 2017- 19   Moved by: Alan Fitzburgh  Seconded by: Derryl Wood 
Be it resolved that the Heritage Committee agenda for June 27th, 2017 is hereby adopted. 


CARRIED 
3 HEALTH SAFETY & WELLNESS  


4 DISCLOSURE OF PECUNIARY INTEREST & THE GENERAL NATURE THEREOF None 


5 


PUBLIC QUESTION/COMMENT 
  
Several members of the public expressed their outlook on the proposed expansion and 
made emotional appeals regarding historic experiences.  


 


6 DEPUTATIONS  


7 REPORTS/NEW BUSINESS 


 


 Heritage Application for Alteration of Property 30 King Street East #2017-01 
 
A presentation was made to the Heritage Advisory Panel outlining the proposed changes to 
30 King Street East in relation to the impact on the original structure by Tara McLaughlin of 
+VG The Ventin Group Architects.  Tara McLaughlin specializes in working with heritage 
properties and was formerly employed by the Ontario Heritage Trust. The designs and 
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Item Title/Description Recommended Action / 
Attachment 


Draft 
Motion 


elevations were presented and shown to adhere to the Guiding Principles in the Conservation 
of Historic Properties as outlined by the Ontario Heritage Trust and ensuring that the heritage 
value of the property would be maintained with the secondary structure as a separate yet 
connected entity.  


Members reviewed and discussed the Application for Heritage Alterations under the 
Ontario Heritage Act for Town Hall, 30 King Street East. The Town Hall building was 
designated a Municipal Heritage Property under By-Law 1976-013 (attached) and 
includes the structure only and not the surrounding park.  The distinctions inherent in 
the by-law state that the building is an example of early 19th century architecture and 
that it is associated with the founding families of Gananoque. (attached) 
 
After review, the Heritage Advisory Panel voted on the following motion, which was 
recorded : 
 
MOTION NO. 2017- 20 Moved by: Jeff Girling  Seconded by: Linda Dunford 
Be it resolved that the Heritage Advisory Panel recommends to the Committee of the 
Whole that Alteration Application #2017-01 for 30 King Street East (Town Hall 
Addition), be approved as presented by +VG The Ventin Group Architects. (Recorded 
Vote Attached) 


DEFEATED 
 


8 CORRESPONDENCE 


9 


DATE SET FOR NEXT MEETING  
The next meeting is set for July 12, 2017 at 6 pm at the Town Hall Boardroom. 


  
MEMBERS OF THE PRESS QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS 


10 


ADJOURNMENT 
MOTION NO. 2017-21   Moved by: Al Fitzhugh 
Be it resolved that the Heritage Committee adjourn the June 27, 2017 meeting.   


CARRIED 
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HERITAGE COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 


On May 25, 2017 @ 6:00 PM 
Town Hall Boardroom 


 


Item Title/Description Recommended Action / 
Attachment 


Draft 
Motion 


1 CALL TO ORDER – Chair call meeting to order at 6:05 PM 


COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT 
PUBLIC AT LARGE: Joanne van Dreumel  


Linda Dunford 


Derryl Wood 


David Anderson 


Alan Fitzhugh 


 
STAFF: Linda Sicoli 
COUNCIL Jeff Girling 


REGRETS: Jared Trombetta 


2 ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 


 
MOTION NO. 2017- 13   Moved by: Dave Anderson  Seconded by: Joanne van Dreumel 
Be it resolved that the Heritage Committee agenda for May 25, 2017 is hereby adopted. 


CARRIED 
3 HEALTH SAFETY & WELLNESS  


4 DISCLOSURE OF PECUNIARY INTEREST & THE GENERAL NATURE THEREOF None 


5 PUBLIC QUESTION/COMMENT None 


6 


DEPUTATIONS  
Pam Hudson / Deidre Crichton – Library Historic Videos  
 
Presentation was made regarding the acquisition by the Library of video equipment and 
green screen and their desire to initiate a project to capture personal stories of 
Gananoque’s history on tape.  The presenters requested the support of the committee 
in identifying relevant individuals 


 


7 REPORTS/NEW BUSINESS  
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Item Title/Description Recommended Action / 
Attachment 


Draft 
Motion 


 Bluff Park Dedication 
MOTION NO. 2017- 14   Moved by: Dave Anderson  Seconded by: Al Fitzhugh 
Be it resolved that the Heritage Committee accept the verification of the original 1937 
bylaw and consider returning the deferred recommendation to Council.   


CARRIED 
 
Ferncliff Property Designation Update 
 


- Carl Bray is still seeking historic photos and will have report completed 
subsequently.  


 
Susan Push Fundraiser 
 


- May 17th fundraiser showed revenue of approximately $4500 before expenses 
and $3400 after expenses. 


- Committee decided to sell silent auction painting to Gary Demchuk and not 
pursue more bids at rib fest.  Derryl Wood to contact. 


- Press release regarding funds raised.  Linda Sicoli to send 
- Thank you ad in Gananoque Reporter.  Linda Sicoli to send. 


 
Susan Push Restoration – Welding Contract 
 


- Pursuant to receipt of quote, insurance and WSIB from Tennant’s and no proof 
on insurance/WSIB from Thomas McCully, contract to be created for signature 
and work may begin at that time.  Linda Sicoli to create contract 


 
Susan Push Restoration – Joyceville Workers 
 


- After welding.  Derryl Wood to receive training to supervise 
 


 Historic Properties 
 
Review of potential properties to be considered for designation.  Discussion ensued 
around the signage at the Royal Theatre and the intention to proceed with designation 
process for Blinkbonnie. 
 
MOTION NO. 2017- 15   Moved by: Jeff Girling Seconded by: Joanne van Dreumel 
Be it resolved that the Heritage Committee research the history of the Royal Theatre 
building to determine if there is a historic designation that will allow them to use the 
illuminated sign. 


CARRIED 
Action Items 
-Jeff Girling / Joanne van Dreumel to research history  
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Item Title/Description Recommended Action / 
Attachment 


Draft 
Motion 


 
MOTION NO. 2017- 16   Moved by: Linda Dunford Seconded by: Al Fitzhugh 
Be it resolved that the Heritage Committee support a recommendation to bring 
forward an intention to designate the Blinkbonnie as a heritage building. 


CARRIED 
Action Items 
-Dave Anderson to contact Judy Golden 
-Owner should be consulted  


8 CORRESPONDENCE 


9 


MINUTES OF COMMITTEE (ADOPTION)  
MOTION NO. 2017- 17   Moved by: Joanne Van Dreumel Seconded by: Jeff Girling  
Be it resolved that the Heritage Committee adopt the April 11, 2017 minutes. 


CARRIED  


MEMBERS OF THE PRESS QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS 


10 


ADJOURNMENT 
MOTION NO. 2017-18   Moved by: Al Fitzhugh 
Be it resolved that the Heritage Committee adjourn the May 25, 2017 meeting.   


CARRIED 
 


NEXT MEETING: JUNE 14TH  AT 6:00PM  
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