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1.0  ABORIGINAL ENGAGMENT 

 

1.1  Summary of Aboriginal Engagement Related to the Stage 4 Archaeological Assessment 

The Stage 4 archaeological assessment of the Island Harbour Site (BbGa-16) which was to be 

impacted by the proposed development at 175 St. Lawrence Street, Gananoque involved 

engagement with two First Nations: the Mohawk Council of Akwesasne and the Mohawks of the 

Bay of Quinte - Tyendinaga Mohawk Territory.  Engagement was sought with both communities 

as the property lies within an area with overlapping Traditional Territory. 

No engagement had been undertaken during the Stage 1 assessment, and this was continued at 

Stage 2 given the small likelihood of encountering pre-Contact material on a highly disturbed 

former industrial site.  During the course of the Stage 2 assessment which involved the 

excavation of 18 slit trenches across the property, however, two small mending sherds of 

Woodland pottery were recovered from one trench in the northwest corner of the property, 

triggering both a Stage 3 assessment and a requirement for Aboriginal engagement.   

Past Recovery Archaeological Services Inc. (Past Recovery) contacted both Ms. Amy Cowie, 

Research Assistant, Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte - Tyendinaga Mohawk Territory, Ms. Cactus 

Cook Sunday of the Mohawk Council of Akwesasne and Mr. Curtis Lazore, Environmental 

Assessment Officer, of the Mohawk Council of Akwesasne, via emails and telephone calls to 

advise both communities of the results of the Stage 2 and to seek their involvement and input 

towards the Stage 3 assessment.  Letters with a formal request for engagement were addressed to 

Grand Chief Mitchell and Council of the Mohawk Council of Akwesasne and to Chief Maracle 

of the Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte - Tyendinaga Mohawk Territory and sent by Mr. Andrew 

Ball, the project manager for Island Harbour Club Inc., on July 28
th

, 2014 (Figures 1 and 2).  The 

request for engagement was approved by Chief Maracle of the Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte - 

Tyendinaga Mohawk Territory on August 20
th

, 2014 (Figure 3). 

Past Recovery staff had an on-site meeting with Ms. Amy Cowie and Mr. Andrew Ball on 

August 21
st
, 2014, where Ms. Cowie indicated that she had been co-ordinating with Mr. Lazar of 

the Mohawk Council of Akwesasne, wherein a letter from the Mohawk Council of Akwesasne 

would not be required, but that a monitor from the Mohawk Council of Akwesasne would be 

available to participate in the fieldwork and would be the on-site representative for both 

communities.  The site monitor, Mr. Lloyd Benedict, jr., was present for the duration of the Stage 

3 archaeological assessment on the 26
th

 and 27
th

 of August, 2014, and for most of the Stage 4 

archaeological assessment on the 29
th

 of August and the 2
nd

, 3
rd

, 4
th

 and 5
th

 of September, 2014.  

Final excavation reports will be submitted to both communities for review. 
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Figure 1.  Letter to Chief Maracle of the Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte - Tyendinaga 

Mohawk Territory from Island Harbour Club Inc. (Page 1). 



Stage 4 Archaeological Assessment 
Island Harbour Site (BbGa-16), Gananoque  Past Recovery Archaeological Services Inc. 
 

 

4 

 

 

Figure 2.  Letter to Chief Maracle of the Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte - Tyendinaga 

Mohawk Territory from Island Harbour Club Inc. (Page 2). 
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Figure 3.  Letter from Chief Maracle of the Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte - Tyendinaga 

Mohawk Territory to Island Harbour Club Inc. 
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2.0  DETAILED SITE LOCATION INFORMATION 

 

A handheld Geographic Positioning System (GPS) receiver was used to record the location of the 

archaeological site identified in the Stage 2 and 3 assessments.  The unit used was a Garmin 

eTrex Legend.  Using the built-in patch antenna, the unit is capable of calculating its position to 

within 15 metres (95% typical).  In addition, this unit is capable of receiving Wide Area 

Augmentation System (WAAS) position correction signals, which can improve the accuracy of 

the position reporting to within two metres (under ideal conditions).  The reference coordinate 

system used was the latest revision of the World Geodetic System, WGS84.  The entire study 

corridor is located within the Universal Transverse Mercator (UTM) coordinate system Grid 

Zone 18T. 

 

 

Table 1.  UTM coordinates for the limits of the Island Harbour Site (BbGa-16) as 

determined by the Stage 3 archaeological assessment. 

 

Feature Recorded Easting Northing EPE 

Site Centroid 407252 4908489 ±2 metres 

Northwest Site Limit 407244 4908492 ±2 metres 

Northeast Site Limit 407248 4908496 ±2 metres 

Southeast Site Limit 407260 4908487 ±2 metres 

Southwest Site Limit 407254 4908480 ±2 metres 

Datum 407278 4908452 ±2 metres 

 

 

 

 


