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185 MILL STREET, ALSO KNOWN AS THE LINK/CLIFFE CRAFT BUILDINGS, GANANOQUE
LOTS 1017 TO 1021, PLAN 86 WEST, TOWN OF GANANOQUE

HERITAGBESIGNATION BAW NO. 20021
HERITAGE ANALYSIS REPREAPPRAISALy Edgar Tumalkderitage 2020

Figurel: 185 Mill Street, viewed from the southwest 2014with the Stone Buildingn the left and the
Brick Building on the riglisource Brennan Custorhlomes Incga. 2014jn ¢185 Mill Street and 15
Clarence Stre&tEleritage Impact Statement, prepared by BRAY Heritage with Jennifer McKendry, for
Brennan Custom Homes Inc./Clarence Street Developments Inc., March 2014, Appendix A, p.7

Figure2: 185 Mill Street, viewed from the southwedter intervention to the Stone Buildir{g. Tumak,
Jan. 2020).
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Figure3: Stone (right) and Brick (left) Buildings viewed from the northeast, with the fé?arerenter &
Bulloch/Textron Building on the far right (E. Tumak, March 2020).

FOREWORD

Thereare two main buildings forming the complex at 185 Mill Stigégures 4): a 2.5 storey stone
structure of 1871 at the north end of the site on a nedbuth axiswhich will be called the Stone
Building and a 2.5 storey brick structurehich will becalled the Brick BuildingThe Brick Building has
a stone foundation of almost a full storey on the south with an eess$t axis; the stone foundation
dates from 1872 and the brick superstructure from ca. 18@# a two-storey wing at the west end of
ca. 18951900. Thetwo buildings argroposed to bae-purposed for waterfront residential
accommodation.

The review of the heritage designation-tayv of 185 Mill Streetan only bgursuel within the context
of what the property was designated for, i.prjor to recent interventions This cut off can be set to ca.
2015 around the time of the completion & Heritage Impact Statement in March 2014, prepdiad
the developer owner

Since then the Stone Bdihg has had notable changes to its heritage attributes, e.g., fenestration,
entrances and reduction of detailing. Also since that tiheeBrick Building, has shown serious
deterioration, particularly of the northeast end. While this appears to have laeeissue of some
duration as demonstrated by traditional steehpped tie rods between the ground and upper levels,
photographic evidence in a development report commissioned in 2014 shows a major breach of the
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north side of the roof at the east end thhas not been securesince then(Figures 1-15 and 2).!
Moisture infiltration and damage has exacerbated the issue

As part of the heritage designationgw review forl85 Mill Streetthis research report has been
prepared to augment the supportifgstoricalinformation of the original byaw. In this manner it was
possible to fully respond to the Ont. Reg. 9/06 criteeiquired by the review, as well as a revised list of
heritage attributes The original supporting informatiqsee Appendix A.8minal)correctly identified
that the property was appropriate for heritage designatitmwever, there was focus orits

architectural significance, very limited analysis of its historical context, and nothing pertaining to
environmentalfcontextual sigificance whichare all partof the three main categories under Ont. Reg.
9/06. Additionally, there was limited listing of heritage attributesge Appendix A.6original).

Notably, additional research into the uses of the buildings has shown that theRrickng is likely the
only structure in Gananoque of national historic significance stemming from its association with the
construction of Link Aviation Trainers for the Second World War, British Commonwealth Air Training
Plan (BCATR)a programme thahas been deemed of national historic significance by the Historic Sites
and Monuments Board of Canada.

INTRODUCTION

The Sone Buildingof 1871 at the nortlend of the siteon a northsauth axis andhe Brick Buildingat

the south end of the property with an eastest axis; resting on astone foundatiornof 1872 and
consisting of drick superstructurdrom ca. 1895have had numerous additions over time. These are
primarily gone, includingn elevatedconnectingcovered passageway estructed in 1951. The
structuresthey have had multipleises which is not uncommon in Gananoque or elsewhiere
industrial architecture However,the histories of the structures at 185 Mill Street agebit more
remarkable tharmostindustrial structuregarticularly for a small tow save perhaps for the
Gananoque Inn, which emerged in 1896 out of the structure of the former Gananoque Carriage
Company

Initially the Stone and Brick Buildinggere associated with th&airly typicalindustrial economy of
Gananoque of the latd9" and early20" centuries which included a foundnyoolen mill, and carriage
works¢ which briefly included theationally significanMcLaughlin Carriage Compaaylater key
component of General MotorsLater, nore distinctivelythe two buildings served as providers for the
aviation industry producingxceptionally importanflight trainers andsimulators known as Link
Trainers, and then for much of the secoralfrof the 2¢' century they werecontributors tothe

1 & 86 Mill Street and 15 Clarence Stréeteritage Impact Statement, prepared by BRAY Heritage with Jennifer
McKendry, for Brennan Custom Homes Inc./Clarence Street Developments Inc., March 2014, p. 9.

2E. Tumak, ktitage Research Report, Gananoque Inn, 550 Stone Street South, Gananoque, Oetzinber
2018
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recreatioral boatindustry,where Cliffe Craft industries producéihly revered small water craft which
were alsaused bypolicefor surveillanceén complex fresh water areas

Figured: 185 Mill Street, Stone Building, viewed from the southwaftet recentrenovation
interventions affecting the fenestration and entran¢Es Tumak, Jan. 2020).

Figure5: 185 Mil Street, viewed from the northweptior to recent renovations showimgore
traditional opening arrangemest but with a combination aiemporary closureand areadilled in with
stone(E. Tumak, Oct. 2013).
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Figure6: 185 Mill Street, viewed from the northeaptior to renovation interventions, with the Stone
Buildingon the right/north and the Brick Building on the left/soslource Mark Thompson Brandt
Architect and Associates, Peer Review: Heritage Impact StatediveiiSt. & Clarencet SDevelopment
YWAGBSNERGIG2Y S R0m). yI y21jdzSY hbIé

Figure7: 185 Mill StreeBrick Building viewed from the southwest, south elevation on the right and west
elevation on the leftfource 85 Mill{ G NS S | Yy R ™ pHefitdgé INEagt St&emeriiddhsS i > ¢
2014, Appendix A, p.23
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Figure8: 185 Mill Street, Brick Building, wedéevation The twastorey brick extensioim the foreground
dates from ca. 1894900.(E. Tumak, Jan. 2020).

Figure9: View from the east, showing th}heetmetel clad link between thﬁone andBrick Buildings
ca.1951 (sourcedd85 Mill{f 4G NB S I Yy R ™ pHefitdge INEayt St&temienit, NES 2014,
Appendix A, p. 48).
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FigurelO: 185 Mill Stree®rick Building viewed from the northeast, north elevation on the right and east
elevation on the leftwith the raised, sheemetal clad link on the far rightource &85 Mill Street and
Mp [/ t I NB HeEifage{InipAEStaiement, March 2014 6).

Figureli: BrickBuilding 185 Mill Street, waterfront/east elevatipshowing the caps for interionetal
tie rodsbetween the main and upper levels on the vleftt and north/right elevationgsourcePeer
Review: Heritage Impact Assessment, 2014, p. 3.)
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Figurel2: Brick Building, 185 Mill Street, viewed from the southeast (E. Tumak, May 2020).

Figurel3: View from the north, showing thzartially collapsed northioof ofthe Brick Building (E.
Tumak, March 2020).



