
SECTION IV: APPENDIX A.6 

 

1 

 

185 MILL STREET, ALSO KNOWN AS THE LINK/CLIFFE CRAFT BUILDINGS, GANANOQUE 

LOTS 1017 TO 1021, PLAN 86 WEST, TOWN OF GANANOQUE 

 

HERITAGE DESIGNATION BY-LAW NO. 2006-21 

HERITAGE ANALYSIS REPORT: REAPPRAISAL, by Edgar Tumak Heritage, 2020 

 

 
 

Figure 1: 185 Mill Street, viewed from the southwest ca. 2014 with the Stone Building on the left and the 

Brick Building on the right (source, Brennan Custom Homes Inc., ca. 2014, in ά185 Mill Street and 15 

Clarence StreetΣέ Heritage Impact Statement, prepared by BRAY Heritage with Jennifer McKendry, for 

Brennan Custom Homes Inc./Clarence Street Developments Inc., March 2014, Appendix A, p.7). 

 

 
 

Figure 2: 185 Mill Street, viewed from the southwest after intervention to the Stone Building (E. Tumak, 

Jan. 2020). 
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Figure 3: Stone (right) and Brick (left) Buildings viewed from the northeast, with the former Parmenter & 

Bulloch/Textron Building on the far right (E. Tumak, March 2020). 

 

FOREWORD 

There are two main buildings forming the complex at 185 Mill Street (Figures 4-6): a 2.5 storey stone 

structure of 1871 at the north end of the site on a north-south axis, which will be called the Stone 

Building; and a 2.5 storey brick structure, which will  be called the Brick Building.  The Brick Building has 

a stone foundation of almost a full storey on the south with an east-west axis ς the stone foundation 

dates from 1872 and the brick superstructure from ca. 1895, with a two-storey wing at the west end of 

ca. 1895-1900.  The two buildings are proposed to be re-purposed for waterfront residential 

accommodation.   

 

The review of the heritage designation by-law of 185 Mill Street can only be pursued within the context 

of what the property was designated for, i.e., prior to recent interventions.  This cut off can be set to ca. 

2015, around the time of the completion of a Heritage Impact Statement in March 2014, prepared for 

the developer owner. 

 

Since then the Stone Building has had notable changes to its heritage attributes, e.g., fenestration, 

entrances and reduction of detailing.  Also since that time the Brick Building, has shown serious 

deterioration, particularly of the northeast end.  While this appears to have been an issue of some 

duration as demonstrated by traditional steel-capped tie rods between the ground and upper levels, 

photographic evidence in a development report commissioned in 2014 shows a major breach of the 
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north side of the roof at the east end that has not been secured since then (Figures 11-15 and 29).1  

Moisture infiltration and damage has exacerbated the issue. 

 

As part of the heritage designation by-law review for 185 Mill Street, this research report has been 

prepared to augment the supporting historical information of the original by-law.  In this manner it was 

possible to fully respond to the Ont. Reg. 9/06 criteria required by the review, as well as a revised list of 

heritage attributes.  The original supporting information (see Appendix A.6original) correctly identified 

that the property was appropriate for heritage designation, however, there was a focus on its 

architectural significance, very limited analysis of its historical context, and nothing pertaining to 

environmental/contextual significance which are all part of the three main categories under Ont. Reg. 

9/06.  Additionally, there was limited listing of heritage attributes (see Appendix A.6original). 

 

Notably, additional research into the uses of the buildings has shown that the Brick Building is likely the 

only structure in Gananoque of national historic significance stemming from its association with the 

construction of Link Aviation Trainers for the Second World War, British Commonwealth Air Training 

Plan (BCATP) ς a programme that has been deemed of national historic significance by the Historic Sites 

and Monuments Board of Canada. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

The Stone Building of 1871 at the north end of the site on a north-south axis and the Brick Building at 

the south end of the property with an east-west axis ς resting on a stone foundation of 1872 and 

consisting of a brick superstructure from ca. 1895, have had numerous additions over time.  These are 

primarily gone, including an elevated connecting covered passageway constructed in 1951.  The 

structures they have had multiple uses, which is not uncommon in Gananoque or elsewhere for 

industrial architecture.  However, the histories of the structures at 185 Mill Street are a bit more 

remarkable than most industrial structures particularly for a small town ς save perhaps for the 

Gananoque Inn, which emerged in 1896 out of the structure of the former Gananoque Carriage 

Company.2   

 

Initially the Stone and Brick Buildings were associated with the fairly typical industrial economy of 

Gananoque of the late-19th and early-20th centuries which included a foundry, woolen mill, and carriage 

works ς which briefly included the nationally significant McLaughlin Carriage Company, a later key 

component of General Motors.  Later, more distinctively, the two buildings served as providers for the 

aviation industry producing exceptionally important flight trainers and simulators known as Link 

Trainers, and then for much of the second half of the 20th century they were contributors to the 

                                                                            
1
 άм85 Mill Street and 15 Clarence Streetέ Heritage Impact Statement, prepared by BRAY Heritage with Jennifer 

McKendry, for Brennan Custom Homes Inc./Clarence Street Developments Inc., March 2014, p. 9. 
2
 E. Tumak, Heritage Research Report, Gananoque Inn, 550 Stone Street South, Gananoque, Ontario, December 

2018. 
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recreational boat industry, where Cliffe Craft industries produced highly revered small water craft which 

were also used by police for surveillance in complex fresh water areas.   

 
 

Figure 4: 185 Mill Street, Stone Building, viewed from the southwest after recent renovation 

interventions affecting the fenestration and entrances (E. Tumak, Jan. 2020). 

 

 
 

Figure 5: 185 Mill Street, viewed from the northwest prior to recent renovations showing more 

traditional opening arrangements, but with a combination of temporary closures and areas filled in with 

stone (E. Tumak, Oct. 2013). 
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Figure 6: 185 Mill Street, viewed from the northeast, prior to renovation interventions, with the Stone 

Building on the right/north and the Brick Building on the left/south (source, Mark Thompson Brandt 

Architect and Associates, Peer Review: Heritage Impact Statement, άMill St. & Clarence St. Development, 

ΨwƛǾŜǊǎǘƻƴŜΣΩ DŀƴŀƴƻǉǳŜΣ hbΣέ 2014).  

 

 
 

Figure 7: 185 Mill Street Brick Building viewed from the southwest, south elevation on the right and west 

elevation on the left (source, ά185 Mill {ǘǊŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ мр /ƭŀǊŜƴŎŜ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣέ Heritage Impact Statement, March 

2014, Appendix A, p.23). 
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Figure 8: 185 Mill Street, Brick Building, west elevation.  The two-storey brick extension in the foreground 

dates from ca. 1895-1900. (E. Tumak, Jan. 2020). 

 

 
Figure 9: View from the east, showing the sheet-metal clad link between the Stone and Brick Buildings,  

ca. 1951 (source, ά185 Mill {ǘǊŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ мр /ƭŀǊŜƴŎŜ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣέ Heritage Impact Statement, March 2014, 

Appendix A, p. 48). 
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Figure 10: 185 Mill Street Brick Building viewed from the northeast, north elevation on the right and east 

elevation on the left, with the raised, sheet-metal clad link on the far right (source, ά185 Mill Street and 

мр /ƭŀǊŜƴŎŜ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣέ Heritage Impact Statement, March 2014, p. 6). 

 

 
Figure 11: Brick Building, 185 Mill Street, waterfront/east elevation, showing the caps for interior metal 

tie rods between the main and upper levels on the west/left and north/right elevations (source, Peer 

Review: Heritage Impact Assessment, 2014, p. 3.) 
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Figure 12: Brick Building, 185 Mill Street, viewed from the southeast (E. Tumak, May 2020). 

 

 
 

Figure 13: View from the north, showing the partially collapsed north roof of the Brick Building (E. 

Tumak, March 2020). 

 


